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PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. Smith and Increase of Rent (War Res-
trictions) Act Amendment Bill.

MR. SMITH (Brown Hlill-Ivanhoe)
[4.341.1: crave the indulgence of the House,'M1r. Speaker, in order to make an explania-
lion regarding some remarks that I mad3e
tec.ently on the Increase of Rent (War Re-
strictions) Act Amendment Bill, which wag
introditceil by the Attorney General. I
desire to complain about a report of my
remarks on that occasion, published in the
"Kalgoorlie Mince" in the issue dated 3fon-
(lay, 27th October, 1947. Under the heading
"Assemblyv Debates" and the sub-heading
"(ldfelds Topics Reviewed," written anony-
ineusly by a person using the pseudonym of
d"John flee," there appears, at the foot of
the column, a report which purports to be
mny remarks in connection with the amend-
ment providing for the exclusion of licensed
premises from the operation of the Act. This
portion of the report is uinder a subheading
"Coliltields, Hotels" and it states:-

In a. long sitting on Thursday the only point
of particular interest to the goldfields was a
tilt by the member for Ivanhoe-llrownhill, Mr.
F. C. Smith, at hotels, especially goldfields
hotels.

He was speaking on an -amendment to the
Rent Restrictions Act to exclude hotel licensees
from the protection of the Act as regards
termination of tenancy.

The hontels. -and the Licensing Court had not
discharged their duty to the public, he, said.
With the aid of the court many hotels, par;
ticuLiarl-y in goldields towns, maintained a
mo-nopoly which they abused by not giving
service to the public. One hotel he hadl in mind
had been allowed to spend £2,000 on its bar,
but had not been required to spend. anything
on its lavatory accommodation or bedrooms
which were a disgrace.

That part of the report is nothing Ibutt a
deliberate and malicious misrepresentation
of my remarks when speaking to that
amendment. With your permission , Sir, I
will read what I did say on that occasion,
so that members may see for themselves how
what I ,aid has been misrepresented. Mfy
remarks were as follows:

We can always be asured of raising an arga-
mentl in this Chamber on any question dealing
with licensing. This is a matter in which there
are some difficulties in the way of making a,
decision. We must weigh the arguments of
both, sides to see which has the greater wtVdglt,
and give our decision accordingly, Livensees,
of hotels are charged with a grave resj'nihility
to the people of this State andi to its revenue-
earning possibilities through the service they
can render tip tourists whoi might be anious
to see the attractions we have to offer.
attractions about which mnenfbers will
bear something during the deba1.te oIn, the
Estimatrs. No member can conscientiously
aver that all licensees in this State have dis-
charged their responsibilities to the comnmunity.
That applies also to the Licensing Court, which
over the years has shown a distinct bias in its
outlook, in favour -of bar trade and not re-
dential accommodation. I know of one hotel
where the lavatory accommodation is a dis-
grace, yet the Licensing Court agreed to that
hotel spending E2,000 on the bar, hut dlid not
Compel it to improve the lavatory or bathroom
accommodation. The member for East Perth
says that these are licensed premises, which
should therefore not be excluded from the
measure. In my opinion t-hat is why they
should be excluded.

In many countries hotels are not ]icease
awl anyone can provide such a sirvice-to the
public. The result is that the hotels provide
good accommodation and meals, as well as
spirituous and fermnented liquors. The service
to the public is guaranteed by the fact that
anyone is entitled to start up in opposit ion.
In some of our country towns there is a vir-
tual monopoly, as there may be only one hotel.
There was only one hotel at Norsernan for a
long while aft tr there should have been two,
and there are only two at that centre now.
Both owner and lessee have a responsibility to
the pnblic. I have heard no protest from
licensees regarding this amenmeint, which has
received wide publicity. Under the Licensing
Act it is possible for an owner to take action
against a lessee who does not serve the public
properly. I have seen such action taken and the
court has terminated the lease, but this amend-
ment does not deal with the termination of
existing lenses. If an hotel lease hia two or
three years to run this provision will not affect
it until after that time.

Mr. Graham: Most of the leases have already
expired and the tenancy is now on a weekly
basis.

Mr. SMITH:- I know of an hntel in Ktal-
goorlie where the lease had only twvo years to
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run. The lessee tried to get rid of it but could
not get anyone to take it ever, at it -needed a
lot of money spent on it and the expenditure
was not justified without a long lease that
would give some possibility of recouping the
expenditure. An extension of that lease for
anoher seven years was secured and £2,000 is
to be spent to put the hotel into deceat con-
ditio-n. Lessees want to know where they will
stand when their leases expire, and the owners
also wish to know what their position is to be.
Many lesses are anxious to secure a renewal
oif their leases. One man wvent into an hotel
in Ruhiaco and in ingaing and rent paid £E50
per week. le was there for seven years, and
nt the endl of that time, if the owner was not
willing to renew the lease oa the same terms,
lho knew lie would have to get a new lease.
The owner in such a case would he within his
rights in taking the hotel over, and that is the
basis upon whieli a. licensee goes into an ]hotel.
The time has come when the interests of the
people of the State should be considered, as&
against the interests of the licensees, many of
whom have neglevc their respoasibilities.

To this anonymous, writer, "John flee," I
Nay that there are in his report of these par-
ticular remarks, a deliberate and malicious
misrepresentation of what I said. It is an
abuse of the privileges of this House. I
could have moved under another Standing
Order, and unless I get some redress in this
matter I shall have to consider doing so.
Reporters have certain privileges and cer-
talin obligations. With a speech such as I
mnade, for any reporter to have said that I
tilted especially at Goldfields hotels, when
the whole of my remarks had a State-wide
application, as was indicated in what I have
just read and which can he seen in "Han-
sard," is utterly wrong. Particularily is
that so when he could go on to assert that
I said-

With the aid of the court many hotels,, paLr-
tieularlV' in Goldfieldls towns, maintained a
monoplj which they abused by not giving
service to the public.

To attribute t o me such a statement is a
deliberate lie on the part of that reporter.
I said nothing of the kind. There was
malice aforethought behind such a report.
That also aplplies to his reference to my
drawing attention to the condition of bed-
rooms in hotels in this State. I said nothing
about bedrooms.

I-on. $1. B. Sleeman: it is a pity the pub-
lisher was not more careful.

Mr. SMITH: Ye;, it is a wonder. I do
not know hut I think this representative
whoever he is-this a1flonyraous writer-has
mi sled and let him down. I do not think

"The Kalgoorlie Miner" would deliberately
do such a thing. I draw the attention of the
House to the fact that this particular
column, which is to be -written up by this
anonymous writer, is to he a weekly contri-
bution and as this is the first of them, if
we do not draw attention to the matter now,
we will not know where we will be by the
end of the session, I trust that, having
drawn your attention, Mr. Speaker-as well
as bringing it before the. House-to this
misrepresentation that has appeared, "The
Kalgoorlic Miner" will make due amends to
me.

BILL--INCREASE oF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT,
Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILLS (3)-REPORT.
1, Farmers' Debt Adjustment Act Amend-

ment (Continuance).

2, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment (No. 2).

3, Road Districts Act Amendment (No.
2).

Adopted.

BILL--INDUSTRY (ADVANCES).
Message.

Message from the Lieu t.-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the .purposcs of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MeLarty-
Murray-Wellington) [4.47] in moving the
second reading said: When the Rural and
Industries Bank was established it was in-
tended that it should take over the work
previously done by the Agricultural Bank
as well as become an ordinary trading bank.
One of the functions to he carried out by
the Rural Bank was to become the agent
for the Government in rendering financial
assistance previously made by the Treasurer
under the Industries Assistance Act. See-
lion 24 of the Act authorised the Treasurer
to grant assistance to any person engaged
in mining or other industry who could
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satisfy him that in the interests of the
State such assistance should be given-

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is a pretty
hard job.

The PREMIER: -and that it was not
practicable for the applicant to obtain the
required assistance through ordinary chan-
nels7 except -with financial assistance from'
the Treasury. By Section 5 of the Rural
and Industries Bank Act, 1944, Section 24
of the Industries Assistance Act was re-
pealed. Certain machinery provisions were
embodied in the Rural and Industries Bank
Act which, it was thought, gave the
Treasurer the right to grant assistance that
he had previously exercised under the In-
dustries Assistance Act. The powers of the
Treasurer in this respect have been queried
and the law officers of the Crown Law Be-
lpartment agree that there is a doubt as to
whether the Rural and Industries Bank Act
g-ives the required authority, To overcome
the difficulty, approval is now sought to the
passing of this Bill.

In addition to anthorising the Treasurer
to do what it was thought be had power
to do under the Rural and Industries Bank
Act, the Bill validates any assistance g-iven
by the Treasurer since the commencement
of that legislation. The Solicitor General
considers that the objcet can he better
achieved by the introduction of this Bill
than by amending the Rural and Industries
Bank Act. I -wish to emphasise that the
purpose of the measure is to give to the
Treasurer heyond any doubt powers which
it has always been considered be possessed
and which are essential for the encourage-
ment and development of industry.

Hon. A. If. Panton: Does this conic
under the agency section of the bank'?

The PREMIER: Yes, under the general
banking section. 'Many industries have been
assisted in this way and the Bill will also
validate any assistance granted between the
repeal of Section 24 of the Industries As-
sistance Act and the passage of this legis-
lation. I think I bare dlearly explained the
intention and move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Ifon. A. H. Panton, debate
adjourned.

DILL-RURAL AND INDUS TRIED
DANK ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Readig.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ron. L.
Thorn-Toodyay) [4.52] in moving the
second reading said: At the outset I should
lie to explain that I propose to deal with
the Rural Bank gen&ally when speaking
on the Estimates, The activities of the bank
;at the moment are very brisk, and this
amendment is necessary to permit of the
bank acept~ing the business that is offering.

The amendments to the Act embodied in
the Bill are designed to give the Commnis-
sioners greater elasticity in the making of
advances to clients of the bank. Section
58 of the Act restricts the making of ad-
vances to a limit of £10,000, which sum can
only be eceeded subject to* special ciream-
stances, which apply mainly to the transfer
of the activities of a farmer to other sec-
tions of agriculture. With the impending
possibility of the nationalisation of bank-
ing, the business of the bank will be con-
siderably extended and the restriction of
advances to £10,000 will preclude the Com-
missioners from transacting a considerable
amount of sound business. It is desirable
that they have the powers contained in the
Bill in order that they may be able to meet
alt contingencies in the matter of lending
money in circumstances which, I believe, are
likely to arise, in order tbat they may be
in a position to transact business without
the restriction of limits where the sevurity i.
sound and the business satisfactory.

Because of the provisions of Section 58
(a) of the Act and the necessity for giving
the Commissioners wider powvers, the whole
of paragraphs (a) and (d) of that section
must be deleted so as to remove the restric-
tions that were imposed. The proposed
amendment of Section 65 (b) is consequen-
tial and necessary to the wider powers pro-
vided under amending paragraph (a). The
amendment as proposed 'will give the Com-
mission crs those powers which are necesary
to and consistent with the provisions of
Sections 19 and 46, and the powers so con-
ferred are also necessary for the 'requires-
ments of general banking that the Commis-
sioners are required to unaertake. Section
19 (b) provides that the Commissioners
shall and may exercise authority to carry
on the business of banking generally in all
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forms authorized and recognised by law.
Section 46 (g) further empowers the Corn-
mnissioners to do any of the following
things:-

Grant overdrafts payable on demand to per-
sons whto are depositors of money in the bank,
whether carrying on any rural industry or
other industry or not, ofl the security of land,
crops, wool, live-stock, plant or machinery,
personal security, guarantees, promissory notes,
bills ot 'exchiange or any other security approved
of by the Cemnissioners.

It will be readily appreciated that the Comn-
inissioners would be quite agreeable to pro-
viding financial accommodation to sound and
successful institutions if they -were not res-
tricted by the limit of £&10,000, and so we
desire to remove the restriction in order to
give effet to the provisions to which I have
referred. With the restrictions placed upon
them, the Commissioners are unable, even
whore the security is gilt-edged, to make
any advances exceeding the sum stipulated'
in the Act. The difficulties created by the
£10,000 restriction hare more or loss been
overcome by agrpement with the Treasury
so that the necessary accommodation could be
provided from the Rural Bank and Govern-
maent Agency Section. This, however, has
proved to be unsatisfactory for the reason
that delay was experienced in dealing with
business and bookkeeping difficulties also
arose, and the business that would normally
and properly be that of the Rural Bank
Department was divided by the unwarrant-
ed -restriction and necessitated division of
the security between the two departments.

-The proposed amendment will enable the
Commissioners to transact the whole of the
business on Rural Banik Account, without
the necessity for obtaining the State Treas-
urer's agreement, and at the same time it
will remove the other difficulties to which
I have referred. The Commissioners ill1

be restricted to limiting advances to 70 per
ernt, of the sale value of the security, except-
ing in cases where good cause is shown to
their satisfaction. The reason for an
exception being provided can be appre-
diated from the following set of circum-
stances :-Section 46 (g) empowers the
Commissioners to It-nd money, by way
of overdraft, without limit, on personal
.security, guarantees, promissory notes, bills
of exchange, or any other security approved
by them and, in these eases, 70 per cent. of
the value of the security 'could not possibly

apply. For instance, it is competent for
them to advance up to 100 per cent, on gilt-
edged securities, such as Government bonds.
etc.

In cases where it is necessary to transfer
a farming undertaking from one farming
activity to another, further funds may-.be
required in order to have such reconstruc-
tion work carried out. The amending para-
graph provides the-Commissioners with those
powers which are necessary and which a-re
conjistcnt with earlier sections. In general
terms the Bill aims at providing the Com-
missioners of the Rural and Industries Bank
with powers enabling them to give effect to
the intentions of the Act; that is to say, to
carry on business in all1 its forms, to provide
financial accommodation where the security
is good and gilt-edged, and to make ad-
vances in excess of 70 per cent. where the
security is -wvithouat doubt, to make advances
up to 70 per cent, of the sale value of the
security when loans are made on farm land
securities, industries, etc., except in such
cases where for sound reasons advances are
-required in excess of that sum. The pro-
posed amendment is not loosely constructed,
as the responsibility of the Commissioners,
of the bank in exceeding such limit of 70
per cent, of the sale value of the security
is substantially emphasised. It gives mec
much pleasure to move-

That the Hill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. R. Panton, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the 28th October; Mr.

Perkins in the Chair.

Vote--Forests, £81,285:-

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Ron.
D). ft. McLart y-Murray-Wellington) [5.1]:
For the_ financial year 1946-47 timber royal-
ties yielded £142,756, exceeding the Esti-
mate by £7,750. Whilst the demand for
timlber is increasing, the industry is still at-
foeted by shortagc of manpower and it will
be necessary for the department to continue
its assistance to the mills by supplying
labour for falling, etc. During the coming
ye-ar it is expected that three. additional
mills--two sawmills and one casemill-wil
commence operations. The revenue from

1607



1608 [ASSEMBLY.]

royalties, it is estimated, will increase fur-
ther by approximately £C7,250 to £E150,000.

Following the passing of the Forests Act
in 1919, a detailed assessment was made
of the marketable timber available through-
out the South-West; and, based on this in-
formation, working plans were prepared for
jarrab and hard., These working plans,
which have boen revised from time to time,
provide for the regulation cut from Crown
lands and State forests: For general par-
poses mills, approximately 600,000 loads of
jarrah and kerrn per annum in the round;
for stfeeper mills, approximately 25,000 loads
in tbe sqnare. This cut is equivalent to
225,000 loads in the square of sawn timber.
Owing to delays. in establishing new mills
and to difficulty in obtaining labour even
for existing mills, production is eon'ider
ably below this figure. It stands at present
at approximately 150,000 loads in the
square. During the past two years numerous
additional small mills have been established
to operate on logs obtained from private
property. These 70 new milli indicate the
value of and demand for jarrab and karri
andi are demonstrating the successful utilisa-
lion of small-size and low-quality logsA.

While Australia as a whole faces a seriou31
timber shortage, having always imported
more than one-third of her requirements,
Western Australia is fortunate in hav-
ing a surplus beyond her immediate needs
with her present small population. This
surplus consists of highb-quality hardwoods
which are in such great demand oversen
and which have been exported to almost
all countries of the world. At present
some timber is being seat to the sister
States, of South Australia and Victoria,
which are able to obtain only scanty sup-
plies elsewhere. In anticipation of a severe
shortage of world timber supplies following-
the war, the Forests Department sold addi-
tional ,awmilling areas to enable the State
to make as, large a, contribution as possible
to Australian and Empire -requirements, con-
sistent with sound management of our exist-
ing forest -resources.

I regret that owing to shortage of man-
power these mills have not been built. More-
over, the total production is still only about
two-thirds of the permissible yield of the
State. This unfortunately prevents Western
Australia from taking advantage of lucra-
tive markets oversea and building up a

strong trade for the immediate future. The
importance of the timber trade t o the State
is well known; and, with an annual produc-
tion value approaching £3,000,000 for all
prodncts, on a return to normal vonditions;
it will continue to exert a powerful in-
fluence upon the development of the State.
Every effort must he made to pireserve it.

Jarrub forests hitherto regarded as voin-
paratively poor and therefore sought for
settlement, yield valuable timber today for
sawmilling and in th e interests of the con-
tinuity of the timber industry must be re-
tuined as forests for the time being.

A small revenue is expected from royalties
on mallet bark. There are small areas of-
natural mallet stands in the Narrogin dis-
trict which are being stripped for bark. The
hark is an important source of tannin. We
are hopeful of supplying the local demand
for this hark from the native stands until
the plantations, already established to the~
extent of 17,000 acres, arc ready for thin-
nin1g, as% they will be within the next few
years, when a. regular supply should Ie
available from this source. I think the pre-
sent 'plantings are about 100 acres per
annum. The small sum obtained from the
sale of wandoo. logs to the tannin extraet
plant at Boddington does not give any in-
dication of the extent of the operations of
this factory, whose main source of supply
is at present front private property. Owing
to the recovery of the market for sandal-
wood in the Far East, revenue from this
source lust year amounted to £93,686. With
a buoyant export trade and the demand for
sandalwood for oil distillation, it is antici-
pated that receipts from this source will, duir-
ing 1,947-48, reach £100,000.

Hon. A. H. Punton: Have you any idea
how much you have stacked now?

The MTINISTER FOR FORESTS: No.
I cannot give the hon. member that informa-
tion. Departmental, inspection and mis-
cellaneous fees, sales of trees and seedlings
and pine timber are expected to yield
£100,000 more than the previous year. Owing
to the curtailment of firewvood production,
receipts from this source will drop by £6,500.
resulting in a net decrease of £5,500 under
the beading of Departmental. From the
small area of pine plantations, consisting
of 13,000 acre;, 320,000 cubic feet in the
round were removed as thinnings during
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the year 1946-47. These thinnings can be
expected to increase in volume from now on.
They contribute in a small way towards our
requirements of softwoods for eases, turn-
ing, joinery and puller logs for plywood.
I think that any members who have not
had a chance to inspect some of these pine
plantations should take the opportunity to
dto so. They would then get anl indication
of just what wealth is being produced from
somne of the poorest of our land.

What surprised me most 'when I visited
a pine plantation recently were the experi-
nients that have been carried out to showv
what superphosphate will do to encouragd
the growth of pine, trees. In the middle of
a pine plantation, a small area was wired
off in which there were a number of trees
that had never made any growth; in fact,
some appeared to be almost dead, and othesrs
had a most unhealthy look. That wss only
because they had not had a little superphos-
phate given to them by hand when they were
planted. If any members are interested
and would like to sea what is being done
on these pine plantations, arrangements
could be made to let them do so.

On the expenditure side, the estimate for
s-alarie for 1947-48 is £30,560, an increase
of approximately £C3,000 over last year. The
increased expenditure is mainly due to a rise
in the basic wage and the appointment of
additional staff owing to increased activity
in the timber industry. Provision is made
for t',511O under the heading of "incidentals"
for the establishment of a nursery at Kal-
goorlie and three arboreta to propagate trees
in the dry areas of the State. Efforts with
these species at the Hanmel nursery have
not been successful. Sales will be made to
farmers and public bodies. Travelling and
mileage allowances and other incidentals are
expected to increase by approximately £300.

Dealing with the tL-znher industry regula-
tiona, expenditure under this heading covers
travelling and other expenses of two in-
s4pecters and the printing of forms ,and
stationery required under the Timber
Industry Regulation Act. With regard to
pine conversion, in addition to a continuance
of last year's operations, three new pine
mills wvill commence operations in the corn-
ing year at Harvey Weir, Ludlow and East
Kirup.

Mr. 'May: Are those plantations much of
a success? They did not appear to be front
the outside.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: 1
think there is considerable value in them.
I do not know of any pine -forest that can-
not be classed as a success, though sonme
are better than others.

Mr. May: It did not seem to be the mnosI
suitable pine.

Mr. Reynolds: There have been some
wonderful sticks of timber from Ludlow.

The INISTER FOR FORESTS: I hope
to have a look at them before long, and
perhaps the hon. member will come with
me.

-Mr. May: I would be delighted. They
do not appear to be very good, from the
outside.

The 'MINISTER FOR FORESTS:- At the
three plantations I have mentionedI work
will begin at the mills during the coming
year, while thiiining operations at the Col-
lier Plantation will provide logs for con-
version. Basic wage increases are also re-
flected in this item, which is estimated to
exceld the 1946-47 expenditure by £3,000.
The valuie of$ pine timber for many pur-
poses and the desirability of making the
State self-supporting in -the matter of
s9oft-wood supplies and the possible need
to augment supplies of timber in, say, 30
years' bime,.when the cut froml our hard-
wood forests may have to be reduced, all
point to the necessity for additionmal areas.
The Government has given consideration
to finding these suitable areas, and I think
there .je many of them throughout the
State.

in regard to the direct conversion of
forest produce, the greater portion of ex-
penditure under this heading is for the
production of firewood for the Goldfields
Water Supply Nos. 1 and 2 Pumping
Stations, where reserve stacks. arc very
low. It is proposed to cut 14,500 tons in
the A~undaring division and rail 5,000 tons
from stacks in the Dwellingup Division.
From these latter stacks it is intended, pro-
vided, rail transport is available, to for-
ward 10,000 tons to metropolitan wood-
yards and 1,000 tons for other Govern-
ment requirements, leaving a balance of
5,000 tons available for Not. 1 and 2 pumps
next year. Direct conversion in the Kirup
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Division provides firewood f or the de-
hydration factory at Donnybrook, while
operations at other centres supply logs for
sawwiiling and the plywood factory. The
estimated expenditure of £40,250 is ap-
proimately £C8,900 less than last year,
owing to the reduction in firewood-cutting
operations.

Expenditure under these Estimates is a
charge against revenue from the forests,
after which three-fifths is paid into the
Reforestation Fund. Details of the pro-
posed expenditure from this fund have al-
ready been tabled, and provide for an ex-
penditure of £180,000 for the current finan-
cial year. No efforts must be spared in
the care and rehabilitation of our virgin
end cut-over forests. Fire has caused un-
told harm in the past. While destruction
by this cause has been checked in a con-
siderable area of the northern forests, fur-
ther developmental wvork is required to
consolidate the position and the extreme
South-West has yet to be brought under
protection.

Outstanding work in the field of pine
nutrition and pine establishment has been
done in this State, paving the way for ex-
pansion of the already successful -planta-
tions established. Some of these, together~
with our mallet plantations, are outstand-
ing examples of the use of otherwise waste
land. The need for additional -timber, if
our State is to achieve the development
expected, requires us to set in train im-
mediately a programme of -afforestation de-
velopment. An appreciable expansion of
the activities of the Forests Department
cannot be expected immediately because of o
the shortage of manpower and equipment
and housing, but the first steps will be the
provision of modern tractor and bulldozer
equipment for the primary work of open-
ing- 11 roads of access and firelines. Ad-
vantage was taken of the holding of the
Empire Forestry Conference in London
this year to send a representative from -this
State in the person of the' Conservator of
Forests so that be might obtain the latest
information about the ftevelopments in
forestry science.

Ron. A. A. If. Coverley: That is one
good job you have done.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I was.
goincr to say that I noted, when I called for
the file regarding -this conference, that my

predecessor in the office of Minister for
Forests, the member for Kimberley, was
very keen that the Conservator should at-
tend this conference, and I agree it is
necessary that we should seek the most
scientific and practical advice possible in
regard to forests. I am sure there will not
be any criticism of the Government for
sending -abroad the Con servator to attend
this Empire Conference. The member for
Kimberley knows he is a man who has a
tremendous amount of interest in his work,
and not only does he work by day but also
by night. I feel that his trip abroad will
be of benefit to forestry work in this State
generally.

lion. A, H. Panton: Will members be
able to see his report? It should be an
interesting one.

The MINLISTER FOR FORESTS: I
have not yet read the report of the Con-
servator, although I have had long dis-
cussions with him. I agree with the mem-
ber for Leederville that it will be interest-
ing to read that document, and I will see
whether it can be made available to mem-
bers. .The Government in tends to pursue
a vigorous -policy to encourage forestry
and to protect our forest estate and our
timber industry, for it must not be f or-
gotten that the maintenance of existing
important industries is vital to the State.
I have given a geeneral outline of our
forestry. I have heard some criticism about
the amount of timber that we are sending
out of the State. Some people are of the
opinion that we are exporting too much.
I assure members that we will not allow
our housing position to suffer fbecause of
the timber we export. It is our intention
to review the position immediately in order
that we shall not he short of any particu-
lar class of timber because of exports.

Mr. Mafy: Will you make sure of a plenti-
ful supply of flooring boards whife you are
doing that 9

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: We
will make sure about our timber, in every
direction.

Mr. Hegney: Is that timber exported
outside the Commonwealth I

The MI0NISTER FOR FORESTS: Yes;,
and inside, too.

Mr. Fox: Suppose you want baths from
another State, and it wants our timber?

A610



[30 Oeronzai, 1947.]

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I am
coming to that. If any member considers
that a particular class of timber is being
exported to the detriment of our own hous-
ing programme I shall be glad to bear from
him. I assure members that immediate
consideration will he given to such com-
plaints.

Mr. Hoar: What is being exported today
-about 36 per cent?7

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I
thought I might have that question shot
at me, so I came prepared for it. The pro-
gramme of sawn timber production for the
current six months, July-December this
year, provides for the following amounts
monthly:-

Western Australia
Interstate --

Experts OrerNea

Loads, per cent.
10,250 60M,

3,D40 23 /_
2,700 16

10,890 100

The distribution of the 10,250 loads set
aside for consumption within Western Aus-
tralia is, roughly, as follows:-

Loads.
Houses, at the rate of 3,000 per I

annum .. . . 3,250
sleepers ... 1,530
Cases and case timber . .. 1,200
Buiflding up yard stockps or for

seasoning 5..00.SO
For general use . .. 3,800

Total .. 10,250

The member for South Fremantle sug-
gested, so I understand, that if we do not
export some timber we may suffer in re-
gard to certain materials or articles that
we need from the Eastern States. That
is so. We are dependent on the Eastern
States for many of our housing require-
ments. To assist other States, particu-
larly South Australia and Victoria, which
arc short of timber for their housing pro-
gramnmesA, and urgently need what -we can
allow, we permit of a certain amount beingr
exported. By doing that -we get fr~om them
certain commodities which allow us to con-
tinue with our building programme. We al
know that the timber industry is short of
manpower. Some big mills, in the elector-
ate of the member for Nelson, would he
started at once if the necessary manpower
could be obtained. The Government is

[79]

anxious that these mills should commence
and that timber production be stepped up.

HON. A. A. K. -COVERLET (Kimber-
ley) [5.26]: 1 do not see much difference be-
tween the Estimates presented by the bie-
ister for Forests and those introduced by
the previous Government last session. For
that reason, I shall ndt keep the Committee
very long in declaring that I have much
pleasure in supporting the Estimates. The
one and only vast difference that I see be-
tween the introduction of these and the
previous Estimates is that on this occasion
we have a convert to the Forests Department.
Whereas I came from the heart of the timber
industry in the South-West and have been
a constant supporter and believer in the
Forests Deparinent, I am afraid my succes-
sor, by virtue of his farming interests, has
preferred to see land cultivated for the pur-
pose of running dairy cows, or something
else. From what the Minister for Forests
said when introducing the Estimates I am
satisfied that he wilt, from now onwards, at
any rate, be a strong supporter of our
Forests Act.

It is not my intention to go through the
history of the department to show what it
has meant to the development of the South-
West, or to point out what a wealthy indus-
try it is, because I think those things are
uffleiently well known to members. I was

pleased to hear t Minister indicate that
it -will be the intention of the Government
to foster the timber industry from all angles,
because the Forests Department, while be-
ing the one and only Government depart-
ment privileged to spend a portion of its
own revenue, has always, as far as I can
gather, found difficulty in getting the
Treasurer to produce the necessary financial
assistance to develop the industry in a
thorough manner. In that connection, I refer
firstly to reforestation, and secondly to the
protection of our forests. In the olden days,
when a few men were employed with rakes,
and wet bags, it was difficult to protect our
forests from fire. Today, with modern im-
plements and progressive methods I am satis-
fied that the Forests Dlepartment will, to a
greater extent, be able to minimise the damn-
age done by fire.

It was my privilege while Mfinister for
Forests, to influence the then Treasurer to
make available the sum of £06,000 or £17,000
for the purpose of buying some mobile units
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and some wireless apparatus which were no
longer needed-hostilities having ceased-
by the Air Force and other branches of the
Services. With the building of a couple of
extra towers and an increase in the number
of mobile units the Forests Department is
in a happier position, hut is still under-
staffed and short of firefighting machiniery.
I appeal to the Premier to give earnest
consideration to supplying the department
with at least two more bulldozers and further
firefighting apparatus. This is essential if
we are to support the efforts of the depart-
ment to protect this valuable asset. Tb0 Pre-
muier was good enough to refer to the visit
of the Conservator of Forests to the Empire
Conference, and I congratulate the Govern-
ment on having permitted our Conservator
to attend that conference.

Western Australia is fortunate in having
.Nfr Stoate as Conservator, controlling this
vast and valuable industry. To my personal
knowledge he could have had a better posi-
tion had he agreed to leave the State, as did
other senior officials; of that department.
However, he decided, as a true Western Aus-
tralian, to stay with the department in which
he had grown up. We are fortunate, also, in
the soundness of the planning that was em-
bodied in our Forests Act, as put into opera-
tion by Mr. Lane-Poole, who was one of,
the best forest officers in Australia. His
successor, Mr. Kessell, was and is recognised
as one of the highest forestry authorities in
the Commonwealth-so much so that when
war broke out he was seconded to the Com-
monwealth Government to occupy the highest
position existing in Australia in the timber
field during the war. Many of his senior
officials left Western Australia for better
paid positions.

This will indicate how lucky we were to
have Mr. Stoate to take over from his pre-
decessor. He took over this important de-
partment with a staff of nine fewer senior
officials than Mr. Kessell had at his disposal.
Despite that, he had to _deal with the vast
increase ia timber production due to war
causes- I might mention that so many em-
ployees of the timber merchants had enlisted
that, to overcome the difficulties of the situa-
tion, the Forests Department had to take
over the provision of firewood to the metro-
politan area, and many of the pumping
stations that supply Kalgoorlie with water.
All this extra work was thrown on to the
department, which had no organisation in

that direction and no experience of the in-
dustry. From the Conservator down, right
through the staff and employees of the de-
partment, all did an exceptionally good jot
during the war and I am pleased to give
them full credit for the work.

I hope the report of the Conservator of
Forests will be available--after the Premier
has received and read it -for perusal by any
member who is interested in it. Knowing
Mr. Stoate as I do, I am sure he will give
a full report, and one that -will be of great
value to Western Australia in the future.
I hope the Premier will not forget to pay
particular attention to the necessity of sup-
plying more bulldozers and firefighting
apparatus for the protection of our forests,
which played so great a part in opening up
the South-West.

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [5.351: 1
would like the Premier-when replying to
the debate or at some later stage--to give the
House some information regarding the pine
plantation at Mundaring. Pine wood is prac-
tically unobtainable from outside Western
Australia and there is a supply available from
the pine plantation thAt LI have mentioned.
I take it that that plantation is under the
jurisdiction of the Forests IDepartment. It
has come to my notice that the privilege of
cutting pine from this area has, for a number
of years, been reserved to one firm, a ease-
making firma, in this State. So far as I am
able to ascertain, at no time have tenders
been called for the cutting of this timber,
which at present is in such short supply and
great demand. I understand that the people
who have the right or concession to cut
timber from this plantation are keeping the
supply to themselves and are not making anly
of it available to other ease-making firms in
the metropolitan area.

I hope the Premier will investigate the
position. If a monopoly over this timber
-was granted years ago it may have been
justified, owing to an insufficient demand for
the available supply, but today the situation
is entirely different and this timber is in
such short supply that it is extremely valu-
able. Pine timber is necessary to many firms
if they are to carry on their operations. It
is only right and proper that this concession
should be open for tender and that supplies
of pine timber should be made available to
other firm. It is particularly necessary
that this question should be raised at the pre-
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sent stage as I understand that, in conjunc-
tion with the raising of the Mundaring Weir,
a. considerable area of this plantation is to
be cut out. If we allow the one firm, which
has bad a monopoly of this timber for many
years, to have the 100 acres of piiie that is
to be cut as its sole perquisite, an injustice
will be done to nmany others interested in
obtaining this raw material.

Another matter I wish to mention is that
I hope the Premier, who is in charge of the
Forests Department, will not meekly accept
the dictates of the forestry officials, who
for years have pursued a policy of holding,
on to valuable gully land. I fully appreciate
the fact that reforestation is a most valuable
and necessary operation for Western Aus-
tralia, but I am also aware that equally valu-
able and highly productive areas, held for
forestry purposes, could be put to more in-
tensive productive uses, and if that were
done it 'would not in any way restrict the
-reforestation programme. There is any
quantity of land in this State suitabl for
forestry requirements which would he un-
suitable for intense cultivation. It would be
a far better proposition for the State from
an economic point of view if that course were
adopted rather than to continue permitting
the Forests Department to hold on to ricK
gully land, which could otherwise be used
for closer settlement and agricultural de-
velopment.

I have heard all the arguments advanced
against the use of these areas such as the
danger from fires and so forth, but most of
them cannot hold water when properly ex-
amined. I suggest to the Premier that in-
stead of meely accepting the policy as laid
down by the departmental officers in the
past, he should investigate the position and
reach his own conclusions. He should do
so particularly as there is no shortage of
suitable forest land in Western Australia.
I refer to land that is, while being suitable
for reforestation, not adapted to intense cul-
tivation.

m. FOX (South Fremantle) [5.43]:
Many complaints have been made about the
planting of pines in the Bibra Lake and
North Lake Road areas. Last year the
Forests Department started further plant-
ing in that district and the people there are
much perturbed about it. Pines stop the
wind currents that turn the windmills, and
the district includes some good agricultural

land. It would be much preferable if the
department went six or seven miles fuirthet
out. A large tract of land is available at
that distance from the present settlement
and is quite suitable for pine plantations.
I do not think it is right to use fairly good
land so near the metropolitan area merely
for growing pines. Then again complaints
have been received about the effect the' pol-
len has on many people, some of whom
suffer fromL asthma and are allergic to pine
pollen. In fact, people have had to leave
the, district to get away from the infection
due to tho pollen. When the Premier quoted
figures regarding the quantity of timber
shipped from Western Australia to the
Eastern States, he did not make any dis-
tinction between the types exported. He
did not say how much iarrah and how much
karri had been shipped. In my opinion,
we should send away as little jarrah as pos-
sible. Karri is not the best timber for
aolIse building purposes in the metropolitan
area.

The Mlinister for Forests: They are very
keen to get it in South Australia,

Mr. FOX:- I wonld give them the harrd
and keep the jarra in this State.

Hon.. A. H. Panton: Do they not have
white ants there?

Mr. FOX: I have seen a number of housest
wvhere a couple of pieces of karri have beaui
put in and in every instance the white ants
have eaten those pieces out and left the
jarrab alone.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You can see that
with nearly every picket fence in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. FOX: That is so. If we are to e--
port timber, I hope the Government will
send away as much karri as possible and
keep the jarrah in Western Australia for
building purposes.

The Minister for Works: That is a very
charitable Proposal I

Mr. FOX:- At any rate, it is sensible.
White ants may -not be as bad in other
States as they are here.

Hon. A. R. G-. Hawke: The red ants arv
bad in the Eastern States!

Mr. FOX: If a piece of softwood is put
on the ground, it will be eaten out in no
time. I do not know what it is like in the
Murray-Wellington district.



1614 [ASSEM]BLY.]

Mr. May: The ants eat the galvanised
iron there!

Mr. FOX: I am not quite sure on that
point!1 At any rate, I am convinced that
we should keep our jarrah supplies here. I
undersand there is likely to be a shortage

4of newsprint. In view of what the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said this after-
noon, I do not know that that is not A good
idea. However, we ought to be able to
produce our own newsprint requirements.
If we had thousands of acres of pine planta-
tion;, it should not he long before we could
instill a mill and provide for the local de-
mand fur paper. I trust the Government
will pay attention to this matter and, if it
is necessary to export timber, that karri
will be sent away and jarrah retained.

M. HOAR (Nelson) [5.47]: 1 had not
intended participating in the debate because
I felt the previous Government had estab-
lished such a sound forest policy that it
rouald not be interfered with althoughi there
has been a change of Government.

Hon. A. R. Gl. Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. HOAR: After listening to the re-
marks of the member for South Fremantlq,
-regarding the quality of karri, I have to
defend what I know to he the facts. It is
quite true that kerrn is very susceptible to
attack by white ants, but nevertheless I think
the Premier would be well advised, genera ly
speaking, not to take much notice of the
statements of the han. member. The area
under karri is restricted, whereas the
jarrah forests comprise between 2,000,000
and 3,000,000 acres. Consequently we have
a large quantity of jarrah to export, and
by all means let us do so within reason. It
is a timber the quality of which is readily
acceptable by people oversee.

As for karri, we must remember that the
wining industry depends to a great extent
upon that class of timber. Karri is- far
superior in every way to jarrab or any other
timber that we know of for the purposes of
structural work. I imagine that in the years
to come with the possibility of further de-
velopment, the State will need this class of
timber and we would make a rery'grievous
mistake if we allowed it to he exported on
the assumption that it is readily affected by
white ants. So long as, it is kept away from
the ground karri is possibly the finest timber
of all for building purposes.

Mr. Fox: Yes, if you keep it off the
ground.

Mr. HOAR: That is so. If karri is pro-
tected against attacks by termites it is
certainly the best timber of all not only from
the standpoint of breaking strain, but from
that of general strength and reliability. I
know a little about this subject; I do not
know that the member for South Fremantle
does, Certainly he is much mistaken when
he starts running down the qualities of
karri, and I would not 'be doing my duty
as the member for the constituency where a
considerable proportion of that timber is
growing, if I did not rise to put him in his
proper place.

The Minister for Forests: I think you
ought to know more about it than does the
member for South Fremantlec.

RON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre.
mantle) (5.50]: I was interested in the
figures the Premier gave of the quantities
of timber being produced and exported. I
had hoped that he would give further figures
to complete an inquiry I intended to make.
Despite what he said about the quantities
being exported, the ratio of timber going
oversea and to the Eastern States, there is
an idea prevalent that the State is not
getting a fair deal in the use of the timber
produced in the State. Personally I know
very little of the matter, hut from time to
time builders complain to me that they are
certain that the right figures are not being
supplied. They feel that the market oversen
is so attractive that those in the timber
industry are exporting as much timber as
possible in order to take advantage of the
high price and are not very much con-
cerned about the needs of Western Aus-
tralia. I repeat that I do not know whether
there is any truth in that statement.

The Minister for Forests: It would be very
easy to get a cheek on the exports.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Possibly it would
be very easy for the Premier, but not so easy
for me.

Mr. Marshall: A Jot is sneaked out
through Busselton, I believe.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN. Builders recognise
that there is a. very great shortage of vanlou,
lines required by them and no doubt they
are induced to think that the timber they
ought to get is not being made available.
That is understandable. There may be no
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ground for their suspicion, but each time I
meet a builder actively engaged in erecting
houses, I am told he believes that a great
deal more timber is being sent oversea and
to the Eastern States than should be ex-
ported-more than a fair proportion. I
should like to know, of the total quantity
reserved for use in this State, how much is
reserved for housing.

The Minister for Forests: Up to require-
ments for 3,000 houses a year. I gave those
figures when introducing the Estimates.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am aware that
the Premier gave us that information, but if
we had a fair percentage for local use, it
might be possible to build 4,000 or 5,000
houses a year.

The Minister for Forests: I gave the per-
centages, too.

Hon. J 'T. TONKIN: I regret that
I missed those figures. The figures in which
I am particularly interested are: What
quantities of timber are being exported
oversea and to the Eastern StatesO What
proportion of timber produced in Western
Australia is being reserved for local use?

The Minister for Forests: I gay0 those
figures.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What proportion
of that is being reserved for housing!

The Minister for Forests: Sufficient for
3,000 houses.

lion. J. T. TONKIN: If authentic figures
were published, it would go far to satisfying
builders and homeseekers, who feel that at
present the State is not getting a fair deal
in relation to the quantity of timber being
produced in the State. I tbink the Premier
would be well advised to give full publicity
to the actual quantities and percentages so
that people would understand the position.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
D. Rt. MeLarty-Murray-Wellington-in
reply) [5.54] : I regret that the member
for North-East Fremantle did not hear the
percentages I gave. Unfortunately I have
sent the papers away. I gave the percent-
ages of timber being used locally and being
sent to the Eastern States and oversee. J
also explained that sufficient timber was
being kept for supplying the requirements
for 3,000 houses.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The timber being re-
served for housing may be only 10 per cent.

of the timber available. I want to know
what proportion is being reserved for thq
State and what proportion of that is for
housing. Is it one-half or two-thirdsl

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I can-
not give that information offhand. We are
going to review the position regarding tim-
ber exports, and I give the Committee an
assurance that full Protection will be given
to loeal requirements. We shall not be ex-
porting to the detriment of our pepole who
require houses.

Mr. Reynolds: Last year we produced
just over 10,000,000 cubic feet, and, accord-
lug to the figures you gave this afternoon,
it appears to me that 40 per cent.-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who is making this
speech I

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: There-
is no doubt that the figures I gave are cor-
rect, and I thank tbe hon. member for men-
tioning the fact. As to the question raised
by the member for M3t. Marsball, there is a
constant demand for forest land. I have
heard a lot about these fertile valleys, but
difficulties arise when land is granted in Mn
forest area because frequently requests ore
mnade for still more land.

Mr. Marshall: If Governments had met
all the requests, tbere would have been no
reforestation at aUl.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS:1I know
that this question crops up continually.
There is a world shortage of timber-and we
must be careful to safeguard our forests,
but, as I have explained, when timber land
is made available to settlers, requests for
more land frequently follow.

Hon. A. H. Parton: You stick to the
Forests Act.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS. Ea h
session a Bill is introduced to make avail-
able some areas front forest reserves. The
questions raised by members will receive
attention.

'Vote put and passed.

Vote-Education, £1l,411,910:

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. A. F. Watts-Katanning) [5.581 : I
trust that I shall not be ruled out of order,
Mr. Chairman, if I say it is my intention
to deal with the Education Estimates and
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the Votes that follow, including town Iplan-
nling, in one speech, and leave the Vote for
the Department of Industrial Development
to another speech, because it seems to me
that, to take thenm together, would be im-
proper and, in view of the circumstances,
I consider that I should not adopt that
course but should deal with them separately.

The CHAIRMAN: If no member of the
Committee objects, we shall follow that
course.

The MINTSTER FOR EDUCATION:
Thank you. In introducing the Estimates
of the Education Department, I should like
to express my appreciation-and I think
the appreciation of every member-of the
excellent service that is being rendered to
the State, not only by the teaching staff of
the department, but also by the administra-
tive and other officers erihaged in the service.
I feel sure we all recognise the exception-
ally good work which is being done, under
great difficulties, difficulties which so far as
the staff of the department is concerned are
caused by the large expansion of the work
to be done compared with the work of a
decade or so ago.

Considerable difficulties exist over which
the teaching staff has no personal control.
I could, for example, point to the difficulty
of providing suitable quarters for teachers,
especially those in country districts. The
time was when the Education Department
was responsible for the provision of quarters
wherever it thought these were necessary,
and the department made its own arrange-
ments as to the payment of rent. I under-
stand the position was changed in 1944,
when the Workers' Homes Board, as it was
then-now the Housing Commission-as-
sumed the responsibility for the provision
of houses not only for the ordinary people
coming under the aegis of the board or
Commission but also for schoolteachers.

Instead of the Education Department now
providing teachers' quarters where it thinks
necessary, the Housing Commission acts on
purely what might be called a hardship
basis, as is the case in all other applications.
There is, of course, a measure of justice in
that, I admit, but it does accentuate the
difficulties in those districts where teachers
are not able to establish themselves at a
reasonable cost in the social life of the com-
munity and where they are very often ob-

liged to accept what are unsuitable quarters
or, alternatively, take very expensive ones.
That is one of the difficulties which the
majority of the teachers are putting up
with bravely and I sincerely hope it will
not be long before some amelioration of
this position can be found.

Then, too, we find that in many districts
they are teaching a far greater number of
children than modern thought and practice
indicate is right and, indeed, more than it
is jeasonable to ask them physically to cope
with in some cases. This is a problem which
cannot readily be solved, although I am
hopeful-as I think everyone is-that it
will not now be long before at least a start
can be made in amending that situation and
so overcome some of the difficulties. Bear-
ing those matters in mind and others which
I can think of, and which mejnbers may
have in their own minds, I wish most sin-
cerely to thank the people I have mentioned
for their excellent co-operation in the ser-
vice they have rendered to the State during
the past few years. I am sure that my pre-
decessor in office, the member for North-
East Fremantle, would be foremost in join-
ing with me in those sentiments.

The Estimates of the Education Depart-
ment provide for an anticipated expenditure
for the financial year 1947-48 of £1,411,910,
of which sum £1,138,490 represents salary
costs and £278,420 incidental expenditure.
Of the total increase of £188,000 odd, in-
creased salaries represent an amount of
£116,381, so that there is approximately
£72,000 increased expenditure contemplated
in items other than those which relate to
salaries. The estimate of salary costs -will,
however, probably be greatly increased when
the Public Service Teachers' Appeal Board
releases its determinations on the appeals
lodged by the Western Australian State
School Teachers' Union on behalf of all the
teachers in the State against the classification
of the teaching service made on the 1st July,
1946. These appeals were based principally
on the anomalies which it was claimed exist-
ed between salaries paid to our teachers
compared with those paid in the other States
of Australia. In all but one ease the salarics
fixed by tribunals had very materially in-
creased in recent times.

The appeals were lodged shortly after the
issue of the classification of July, 1946, but
up to the time when I took office-in April
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last-it had apparently not been possible
to find a judge of the Supreme Court to
take the chair of the Appeal Board. When
the matter was brought to my notice some
time during May and I caused representa-
tions to he made to the Chief Justice
through the Attorney General, it was only
with some difficulty that a judge could be
upade available for a sufficient Itime to
undertake the hearing of the numerous ap-
peals which were listed. In consequence,
it was not until early in September that
the Appeal Board commenced its sittings.
The hearing of the appeals lasted for
a period of over three weeks. Here,
again, I wish to pay tribute to the
work of the Secretary of the Educa-
tion Department in regard to the appeals.
The great quantity of work that will have
been involved, and the very considerable
increase in expenditure that will have to
be undertaken, may perhaps he gathered
from the fact that the recommendation of
that gentleman is that if the various ad-
justments are to be made before the school
year closes, it will be necessary for cer-
tain offiers of the Education Department
to work a total of 350 hwirs overtime in
the next five weeks.

There is, of course, not only the question
of the salary increases themselves but the
numerous adjustments that have to be made
principally connected with the alterations
in the basic wage-three in number-which
have occurred since the 1st July, 1946, to
the present time. I believe that the ma-
jority 'of the increases that are likely to
be granted-as to which, of course, I have
some general but at this stage no detailed
knowledge-will. be well justified because
it is clear, I think, to most of us that the
circumstances of the times and the work
of the profession warrant a return in re-
muneration comparable at least with that
recei ,ved by similar persons in other parts
of Australia.

The matter has, of course, involved the
question of how near we can approach to
the level which has been fixed in one of
the standard States, such as, say, New
South Wales; but I have no doubt that
all those considerations, which must have
their effect when the Grants Commission
is eondnctingr its inqjuiries into the State
finanes. were all taken fairly into eoA-
sideration by the Appeal Board in arriv-
ne at its assessments, and I believe that

the teachers of the department will be
well satisfied with the results of their ap-
peal. I think that those results, if they are
along the lines I have reason to believe they
are, will be amply justified and I feel that
we may expect to receive, if it were pos-
sible, even closer ca-operation from
teachers in the interests of the children of
our State.

As members were aware, what was known
as the consolidation of schools had pro-
gressed to a very considerable degree. In
consequence of that, a very large humber
of bus serviqes had bieen instituted. Those
have, in recent months, been increased so
that there are now 191 actually in opera-
tion, and 11 more have recently been ap-
proved but not yet commenced, There is,
unfo-rtunately, con siderahle dimficulty in ob-
taining buses. Chassis are not readily
forthcoming, and the bqlilding of bodies
is frequently long-delayed. C 'onsequently,
it seems to me to be rarely practicable to
obtain a vehicle within four months of
the time of application' for it, especially
when, as is quite proper, that vehicle has;
to -comply iVith certain conditions -which
make for the comfort and convenience of
those to be transported. In some cases,
further consolidation has to he delayed,
particularly where overcrowding -would ob-
viously ensue and cannot readily he re-
lieved. I will deal to some degree later
on with the question of buildings, which is
one of the essentials in relieving 'over-
crowding or congestion at seho,6ls where
consolidation has taken place, or could
take place, and cause it.

To return for a moment to the question
of buses, I took up the matter with the
Main Roads Department of assisting local
authorities to provide more trafiekable
roads where bus routes have been auth-
orised. Of course, there is the same diffi-
eulty there. It is possible to authorise a
bus route today and vary it in a few
months' time to suit the changed circum-
stances of the district, and it would be
possible for money to 'he spent on the
original road, only to find that the varia-
tion was as had as, or worse thhn, the road
with which we had already started. go
considerable controversy took place be-
tween the Main R~o~d D epartment and my-
self in reeard to this question. but finally
it was decided that some special allocation
would be made to loeel authorities and
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that the expenditure of those amounts
would be approved only if priority were
given to bus routes. I feel convinced that
in a number of *districts this is being taken
full advantage of, and the prospects of
more traffiekabte roads for our bus ser-
vices are now, in a number of areas, well
in sight.

I consider that local authorities have
not, of their own revenues, suiEcient
moneys to keep roads suitable for bus ser-
vices in areas wvhere perhaps in the normal
way there would be very little traffic, and
that is the reason why I think some assist-
ance should be provided by the Main Roads
D~epartment. In the last ferw months, al-
lowances paid to students at the Training
College have been increased by £10 per
annum.

Sitting suspended froma 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
was saying that the allowances to students
at the Training College have recently been
int-reased by £10O a year, and arrangements
nudep for playmenlt, by' the aovernment, of
one-third of tram and trolley-bus fares, to
those who use such means of transport, by
Way of concession. Some representations
wvere made on that subject, and such an ar-
rangement was finally agreed to. But the
fact of increasing the allowances to trainees,
and that two years at the Training College
is now requiredprodueed some representa-
tions in regard to the penalty which could
he obtained from a student who did not com-
plete three years' teaching, having been of-
fered a suitable appointment by the de-
partment, after leaving the Training Cot-

Psge. The maximum figure -which could be
claimed from a trainee who did not serve
any appreciable portion of the three years
would have been a sum. of £280. Strong
representations were made, particularly on
behalf of the female students who con-
tended that the payment of such a sum, or
the fractional part of such a guma in -respect
of two years out of three, was a hardship
which modemn considerations led them to be-
lieve was hardly fair.

After consultation between the Director
and myself, it was decided that an altera-
tion should be made in the agreement, and
that the penal sum should be fixed at a
maximum of £150 in all eases, reducible
£60 after one year's service, with a further

£50 for the second year's service and the
balance of £40 for the third year's servive.
Sound reasons may, of course, be advanced
as to why there should be no such bond at
all. But we must not lose sight of the fact
that the Education Department undertakes
two responsibilities in connection with the
students. One is to train them, and make
them some allowances, whether they be aSc-
fluate or not, during their period of train-
ing, and the other is the. responsibility to
the public and the children of the State to
provide teachers. It is, theref ore, reason-
able to anticipate that some sufficient re-
turn, not exce~eding three years, shall be oh-
tamned from every student who passes
through the college.

At the present time it does not seem pine-
ticable to abandon altogether the idea of the
bond, or the penal sum, hut I think the new
proposed method will provide some relief
for th ose who hold -the view that there shoul d
be no penal sum at all white, at the same
time, preserving the right of the Education
Department to expect some return from the
trainees after the completion of their
training. The correspondence children now
number only about 1,200. Some bus ser-
vices have been authorised to smaller
schools where transport to central schools
was impracticable. These buses can, ini
many case;, pick up the children who were
previously on correspondence. It is hoped
to extend these services to other areas.

Correspondence lessons must he recog-
nised as exeeflent, and the results achieved
as very good, if not excellent. Nevertheless,
in may experience, parents desire that their
children- shall attend a school, if at all 1pos-

sible. There is this very important point
also, that contact with other children should
be encouraged anti obtained wherever pos-
sible. So, a good deal of consideration-has-
of recent weeks been given to the position
of correspondence children. Hitherto, the
postage on correspondence papers and the
cost of returning educational aids, supplied
by the department to the correspondence,
pupils, have been paid by the parents. It is
proposed that in the future the depa3rtment
shall pay these charges both ways, and so
relieve the parents of them. Every effort
is being made, when children from small
country schools are allotted to camp schools,
to include correspondence children who live
in the vicinity.
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Consideration is also being given to the
appointment of additional itinerant teachers
to visit correspondence children in the
southern areas where there are none such,
so as to assist those children in their work
and: in some degree, relieve the parents of
the burden it is alleged that supervision
casts upon them. There are many difficul-
ties associated with an undertaking of that
character. These young people arc, in the
main, fairly widely scattered, and their op-
portunities for obtaining contact with an
itinerant teacher will not, if itinerant
teac-hers are appointed, as I believe they will
be, be as freqdfent as one would hope. At
the same time, it is a step in the direction
of affording equality of opportunity for
those youngsters who have to remain on
correspondence lessons.

The payment of the supervisor's allow-
auce, in respect of correspondence children,
has been extended to the Southl-West Land
Division. It is paid where some person is
employed who can supervise the children',s
work, even if that person is a member of
the family other than the father or mother.
Strong representations have been made that
employees are not available, and in such
eases, and in others where no member of
the family, other than the parents, is avail-
able, it lia, been claimed that the parents
should receive the allowance. I have not
been able to agree to this course, because (
cannot satisfy myself that such payment
would render any contribution to the better
education of thle children. I think that is
the aim we have to achieve in making such
payment.

We should only make the payment if it
would ensure an improvement in the child-
rcn's educational opportunities. I do not
think the granting of an allowance, direct
to a parent, would be likely to achieve that
end. But, as *I have said, in an effort to
improve the opportunities available to these
children and to minimise, where it is pos-
sible, such burden as lies upon the parentsi
in that regard, the matters that I have men-
tioned bare been approved or are receiving
close consideration at the present time. If
any other practical. suggestions can he
offered that will make a further contribu-
tion to that end I shall be only too happy
to consult with officers of the department
in regard to thlem and, if they are practic-
able, to place them in operation.

Pursuant to the policy that was declared
at eleeti~n time, there is to be an increase
in the scholarship allowances. I have here
some particulars of the increases that are
proposed. They are an increase in the
scholarship allowance from £30 to £C40 per-
annum, at an estimated cost of £4,500:' Uni-
versity exhibitions, which were reduced in
1930 from £40 to £32 and £60 to £48--and
not readjusted-are togo. back to the original
figures, at an estimated cost of £300. An
increase in senior and junior scholarships
from £E8 to £12 -and from £30 to £40 Pei'
annum, represents an estimated increase of
£600 per annum.

Expenditure has been included in the
Incidental Vote of up to;£8,000 for assistance.
to school libraries and the modernisation of
departmental libraries. It is suggested
that £1,080 should he expended on the
modernisation of departmental libraries, in-
cluding the Teachers' College, the Technical
College, Correspondene Classes, Depart-
.mental Teachers' Reference Library. and
£250 for the country schools' Hladley library,
and £250 for the Junior Farmers' Clubs. A
further £500 has been provided for plant,
seeds and fertilisers in connection with
school gardens. It is felt that en courage-
ment should, where practicable, be given by
the Education Department in furtherance of
that work.

Ani item which has always been of con-
siderable interest to me is now provided for
to some extent. I refer to assistance to
Parents and Citizens' Associations. I am
more interested in this matter in respect of
those branches of the association that show
an aptitude, as it were, f or self -b alp. Many
of them are responsible for raising a great
deal of money and expending it on matters,
closely associated with the education of child-
ren, which in many eases are virtually es-
sential for 'that purpose. It is intended.
in some small degree at all events-I think
for the first time on an official basis--to
recog-nise and assist in the work being done
by the Parents and Citizens' Associations.

I had the privilege, last Saturday night,
of attending at Como-at the invitation of
the Parents and Citizens' Association of that
neighbourhood-to open a hall that had been
erected there almost entirely by voluntary
labour. I do not think that hall, in the
ordinary course of events, would cost less
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than £3,000 to build. The greater part of
the material in it had been obtained by the
acquisition of Army huts and the whole
building, which was approximately 100 feet
long by 40 feet wide, reflected the utmost
credit on the people who bad spent their
time and energy in erecting it. It cost them,
I am informed, in actual cash-principally
for the purchase of the Army huts and some
odd amounts of other material-approxi-
mately £800. Its value to the school children
of that neighbourhood, for whom it is re-
served-except on the rarest occasions-will
he great. It stands in the school grounds
and is therefore, legally, the property of the
Education Department.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is one of the
great dangers in that regard.

The MINXISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It will be used for such purposes as
physical training, visual education, and
thle like. It may be, of course that a
proposition of that kind would he re-
garded by some people as being too ambi-
tious, but my point is to demonstrate-which
perhaps needs no demonstration to members
here-the fact that Parents and Citizens'
Associations will go to great lengths if they
are enthusiastic enough, as they are in many
cases, to make some contribution towards
providing better opportunities for the young
people of their districts. It is proposed, as
a start, to provide about £3,500-the exact
application of it has not yet been deter-
mined-for such things as assistance in the
acquisition of projectors for visual educa-
tion, the maintenance of essential school
piano;, and assistance in providing Oslo
lunch rooms, and other matters of that kind
which the department considers arc essential
will receive consideration.

A sum of £3,500 is also incluuded in the
Incidental Vote for the payment of subsidies
for school hostels. It seems quite likely
that when the building position eases there
will be some districts where serious con-
sideration will have to be given to the open-
ing of Government hostels, especially where
children have to travel long distances to
junior high schools, when those are estab-
lished in -rural areas. In larger centres; of
population there will doubtless always be
people ready to receive children as boarders,
but even in such instances is there not some
doubt whether those children-without super-
vision during their out-of-school hours--are
receiving opportunities equivalent to those

of children who, because of their more for-
Lunate circumstances, are under some recog-,
nised control during the time that they are
not engaged in actual school workI Those
considerations, of course-I desire to be per-
fectly plain-are for the future. Our present
problem is to remedy the lack of suitable
and sufficient school premises, in the many
districts where such accommodation is abso-
lutely necessary.

School buildings arc in course of erection
or have in redent months been authorised in
many places, to the capacity of labour and
materials to provide them after urgent build-
ing needs have been. met, as far as is possible,
but there are many of our schools which,
while they serve the purpose at the present
time, are old and but-moded. They may be
capable of handling the children who attend
them now but, when one compares them with
premises that have been built in recent years,
one can understand the representations that
are continually coming forward for some
improvement in these structures. It is
obviously our duty to deal with the most in-
adequate first. This inadequacy, of coarse,
arises from two or three causes. The first
of them is the consolidation that has taken
place in some instances without the prepara-
tion of buildings for the purpose.

In other instances where there has been,
in addition to the consolidation, some influx
of population as well, in which case there is
obviously considerable overcrowding, every
effort is being made to meet the needs by
providing for the most inadequate as early
as possible, and a list has been drawn up of
approximately 40 schools which it is antiei-
pated will be either remedied or a start made
on their costruction during the current
financial year. Building-costs have very
considerably increased and I think a further
increase on all the estimates that have been
made with regard -to these buildings will he
apparent immediately or in the near future.
I do not draw upon my own conclusions for
that statement, but on those of the Principal
Architect, whose view it is that most of the
estimates that have been made with respect
to those buildings will be exceeded by at
least 10 per cent.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The basic wage went
up Is. 6d. today.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tn
those places'where the population has ex-
panded through housing the problem bas
been increased because the buildings are not
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in a position to contain the children who
want to go there. The State Housing Com-
mission erects dwellings in accordance with
a plan to allow families with the most child-
ren to occupy them, and consequently the
diffieulty increases on that score. That
applies miost of all in certain parts of the
metdropoiftan area, but also to some degree
in country centres. All these things have
to he dealt with as they crop up.

It is virtually impossible, as I see it, to
establish a fixed priority list. If we were
to attempt to do so and decided that first
priority should go to such and such a piece,
No. 2 priority somewhere else and so on, the
chances are that before we could make a
start we would find that, owing to some influx
of population because of the reasons that I
have just mentioned, some other place was
more urgent than the one which we had ac-
corded first priority. Ani attempt has been
made to lay down a series of those that arc
regardled as most important and, to the
utmost of the physical ability of the
Public Works Department, I have no doubt
it -will he adhered to. Consequent upon
these difficulties, which may be said to be
chiefly those of primary schools, the plans
of the department for building junior high
schools and certain high school buildings
have been held over.

Subject to certain modifications that
population statistics may require, it is
hoped during the next financial year to lay
down a list in regard to this type of school
so that we can provide higher educational
facilities in various parts of this large State,
buit it is impracticable at this juncture--in
my opinion, it should certainly not be done-
to say where such work should first ho
undertaken. It can only he undertakeu
in thle light of circumstances as they are
and as the physical position will enable a
start to be made on the work. Fuirther-
more, the statistics in some places must
chiange from time to time.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You have found that
ouit

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: It
did not take much finding out; I was well
aware of it before that statistics change
from time to time. On the national fitness
side, the Government has decided to make
some small contribution from State revexic
to supplement the amount received from the
Commonwealth. It is not large enough to

he regarded as anything more than a gesture,
in my opinion, of readiness to recognise the
valuable work that is being carried out by
the National Fitness Organisation and the
Youth Committees associated with it. An
amount of £1,200 has been made available
on this year's Estiniates for the betterment
of the camps at lBicklcy and Point Peron,
and of that, £E200 will he made available for
additional leadership training.

It is proposed to spend a further amount
on assistance for the free kindergarten
movement, which has been subsidised on a
per capita basis in past years. About a
year age the subsidy was increased-I think
it was doubled-with the result that ap-
proximately £1,500 was made available for
that purpose during the last financial year.
The Position with regard to the Kinder-
garten Union is, financially, not very satis-
factory. The extension of'its work, the
need for assistance in the training of its
teachers and other considerations have in-
duced the Government to the belief that
further aid is warranted. I gave some evi-
dence before the Grants Commission on
matters that related to education and I made
a number of references to the Kindergarten
Union. I expressed the opinion that to,
place it on a reasonably firm basis in Wint-
emn Australia-would require an expenditure
by the Government of about £10,000 per
annum. I understand that in South Aus-
tralia the amount that has been granted 'by
the Government to the kindetgarten people
is approximately £9,000 per annum, or at
least was that amount during the current or
last financial year.

In the other States the assistance varies,
but the amounts provided are Considerably
greater even in proportion to population
than is that which we provide in this State.
Negotiations are now taking plece between
the Kindergarten Union and the department
as to the assistance that must be forthcoml-
ing to enable the functions of the union to
be conducted successfully and, to some small
degree, to be extended. At the moment I
catnnot say just what amount will be avail-
able, but it -will be considerably more than
has been paid hitherto.

lion. A. 11. Panton: The extension of
existing buildings is one of the difficulties.
We have one that provides for 50 and we
want room for 1.00,
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is so, and we are now engaged in
negotiations with a view to devising some-
thing within our capacity f or the further
assistance of the movement. The expenditure
on the living-away-from-home allowance and
the correspondence supervisor's fees, which
last year amounted to £16,000 may rise to
£35,000 for the current financial year. I have
already dealt with the question of conTes-
inondeace supervisors' al1lovances, which is
a comparatively small proportion of this
sum. That is to say, the increase in the
South-West Land Division has not as yet
shown any considerable improvement in the
total amount.

The question of the living-away-from-
home allowance is somewhat involved, and
1 propose to ask the Committee to bear with
me for- a few moments while I mention
s;ome of the difficulties I see in that particu-
Jar matter. The living-away-from-home
allowance has not been paid in respect of
a child who is able to attend a Class IV
school or better, within, I think, five miles
of its place of residence. Many applica-
tions have been received for these allow-
ances from people whose children do not
at present come within the conditions laid
down, and these applications are made
Principally on the ground that, as there are
no educational facilities of a secondary na-
ture available on what they might call a
proper basis in their neighbourhood, it is
necessary, or desirable, to send the child
to a far distant place to acquire that stan-
dard of education.

The departmental view% has been that,
firstly, it should not be encouraged be-
cause there is a necessity to build up a
school population for secondary facilities
in the area in which the child lives;
secondly, that there is an inclination on
the part of parents to say that they wish
their child to go to some far distant place
for this purpose when actually it is only
a desire. to send the child there without
Any real intention of providing it necess-
sarily -with a higher or better education;
and, thirdly, because the accommodation at
secondary schools in the distant places is
limited, and it would be impracticable to
allow everyone who wanted to go to be
accepted if this allowance would cause
them to desire to move to those places.

With two of them, I think it is fairly
easy to agree that they must be taken
into consideration, but as to the third one,
namely, that at a Class IV school or better,
the correspondence papers and the super-
vision of the head teacher are sufficient to
bring about a -reasonable equality as
against the actual attendance at a second-
ary school, I must say that I find it diffi-
cult entirely to agree. It is quite obvious
to me,' and to many others, that so long
as there are not those facilities of a second-
ary nature in the actual neighbourhood of
the child's residence, correspondence
lessons, plus supervision of the head
teacher in subjects which are not normally
taught at the school, are hardly sufficient.

The question is -being very closely investi-
gated at present to determine whether soni"
way cannot be found to overcome that ditli-
colty while, at the same time, ensuin~fg thatt
the allowance is not paid to a child wiho,
has no real need for the extra subject "r
subjects involved in the discussion. It is
no part of the Education Department's busi-
ness, I think, to do other than ensure, as f
said on another matter earlier, that whait-
ever it does is aimed at the betterment of
the child and its opportunities, and I Ant
firmly convinced that a way can be found
out of tbis difficulty, even if it be restricted
to some certification from the head teaceir
or other suitable authority, and restricted
in some areas until such time as the Gov-
erment is in a position to provide for the
type of education which the child's necd-k
Appear to warrant.

In anticipation that some alteration may
be made and that the need for some further
expenditure may be involved, in addition
to the normal increase to he expected on the
two counts mentioned, there is some fnrther
provision in the Estimates. The expendi-
ture on school bus sen-ices is expected to
be not less than £100,000 for the current
flincial year in lieu of £80,000 last year.
I have already made reference to the bi,
services themselves, bat that is roughly the
financial position for the 12 months.

During the last few weeks, the premises
of tile Goldfields Fresh Air League at Bun-
bury became available for purchase. It was
intended apparently to sell them for -removal.
At the same time the Country Women's
Association at Bunbury, which had for some
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years been running a hostel for high school
scholars, found itself in a position where the
tenancy of the premises being rented would.
be coming to an end owing to their being
required, I think, for use by the Marist
Brothers, who had purchased the freehold.
Representations were made to the Govern-
ment to render some assistance in the ac-
quisition of premises at Bunbury.

At first the application was not favourably
considered, but subsequently it transpired
that the premises were to be sold for re-
moval, and a further inspection was made.
It was decided to purchase them for the sum
of £E500, which was an extremely low figure.
They will require some renovation, for which
ain estimate is being obtained, hut the amount
is not expected to exceed £1,700 to £2,000,
and they will be let to the Country Women's
Association for the continuance, and to some
degree extension, of the hostel which'it has
been running at Bunbury. The premises,
too, will be used when the school holidays,
are on for the purposes of a camp school,
.and the co-operation of the Country
Women's Association has been sought in that
regard. The association has been extremely
co-operative in all the discussions that have
taken place.

This is to some degree an extension of the
:activities of the Government in regard to
school hostels. I miade some -reference to
the future possibilities a few minutes ago,
hut in the particular circumstances of this
ease and in view of the difficulties expei-
eniced in placing those who had been a-
commodated at the C.W.A. hostel at Bun-
bury in other places, the possibility of their
being unable to carry on made it reasonably
necessary for the Government to try to fill
the gap. I fancy that this proposal will
pan out fairly satisfactorily. Tn any event,
and if the premises arc niot used after a
couple of years for hostel purposes, they
will be of considerable value for the other
purpose that I mentioned.

A sum of £E3,500 has been included in
the Estimates with the idea of assisting by
subsidy, probably on a per capita basis,
hostels which have been opened for the ac-
cmnnrodation of school children by enter-
1prisina- bodies such as T have just referred
to. This also has been the subject of minny
representations to and discussions between
the Director and myself. It has been de-

cided to make this amount available. The
determination of the method of distribution,
which will probably be on a per capita basis,
will 1)0 made shortly. I think it will he of
considerable advantage to the people who
have been struggling along under rather
adverse financial conditions in the mainten-
ance of these premises. The average parent
whose child is housed in such premises re-
(elives a living-away-from-howe allowance of
£15 a year, which is roughly 7s. 6d. per
week for the school year. The paient in
some cases also receives, often only theo-
retically, £E15 a year child endowment. But
even if both are received, they do npd4
measure up to anything like the cost of
maintaining the child; and it is thought
that some assistance for these hostels will
enable them to keep down the cost of the
child and thus make it easier for the parent
whose child has to go to school in those
circumstances. Provision is also made to
the extent of £3,200 for manual training,
both for the replacement of obsolete tools
and the establishment of new centres.

Last year's expenditure on visual educa-
tion will be almost doubled this year. Con-
sideration is being given to the establish-
ment of some statutory authority to at as a
film advisory board, ink lieu of the present
unregulated committee, to advise on and
co-ordinate this visual education, which is
today playing, and rightly so, a most im-
portant part in the education of our child-
ren and indeed in the education of those who
are older. Both those sections of the com-
munity have much to learn from visual edu-
cation and I f eel sure that the matter is in
good hands in those of the Education
Department. Members who were able to
attend the GAM-PM theatrette some weeks
ago to see some demonstration -work done
by Mr. 'Urea and his associates havc, I think,
been extremely gratified to think that fims
of such a good character and of suich an
informative nature are available for the use
of the children of the State. It becomes
desirable to afford these facilities to less
populous centres wherever practicable and
to seek the atssistance, as I suggested a few
m(Iments ago, of the Parents' and Citizens'
Associations on a co-operative basis. Last
year the member for North-East Fremantle
explained, in the course of his introduction
of the Education Estimates, at some con-
siderable length and in a most interesting
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manner the activities of the department at
that time in regard to Rubella children.

The Premier; He might have something
to say on that subject to-night.

The MLINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That would not surprise me in the slightest
degree. In fact, I would he surprised if he
did not. I was merely making reference to
a most interesting observation he made at
that time. Anyway, for the information of
the Committee, Rubella classes have been
established in four metropolitan centres,
namely, Cottesloe, Dalkeith, Highgate Hill
and Victoria ,Park. There is also one at
Boulder. Special teachers have been chosen
from the ordinary staff, and special tech-
nique for the teaching of these children has
been developed. The department must do
all it can for each of those children, who are
of various degrees of deafness. It must give
them an opportunity to prove that, with the
help of lip-reading and hearing-aids they eon
ho absorbed ultimately in the ordinary
school classes. From the tuition which they
will gain there, it is hoped that a fair per-
centage will not have to go into deaf and
dumb institutions. It is quite clear that
some will fail to qualify for tuition in the
ordinary classroom. To a degree the work
is, of course, experimental, hut so far the
experiments have met with such a measure
of success as to justify the hope that in
many cases they will prove entirely success-
f ul.

I have taken the opportunity during
recent months to attend two of these schools.
I have nbt only seen the work of the children
but have also discussed their problems with
the teacher in charge. I must say that the
type of teacher in charge indicates that if
there is a real prospect of success, as I
believe there is, they are the people who will
achieve it, I must admit they were not
only capable but most sympathetic and
patient, and patience in this matter, so far
as I can see, is the main consideration to-
wards success. I hope that it may be pos-
sible to include in this experiment children
who live in other parts of the State, though
they may be few in number and somewhat
scattered, who are affected in this way. It
will -not be easy to include them, but I will
say that if any such cases are brought to
the notice of the department, and if it is
possible for arrangements to he made for
their inclusion in these classes, I srhall be

prepared to endeavour to make such ar-
rangements, in order to help the parents of
those children, to have them removed.

The Careers Research Branch of the
Education Department consists of a superin-
tendent and six guidance officers who divide
their time between the high schools of'
the State education system. Those officers are
responsible for the collection of information
concerning the occupational potentialities of
boys and girls approaching the school age
and the conditions obtaining in Western
Australian industry. With those two classes
of information at their disposal, they offer
vocational guidance both to the children and
their parents. Each year approximately
4,000 young people and the parents of :1,000
receive this service. Special cases are re-
ferred to the guidance officers, cases of
more than ordinary educational or social
maladjustment which come under the notice
of the welfa~e officer. The Careers Research
Branch also carries out such otter investi-
gations in the educational field as the de-
partment may require. The main point I
want to make is that both 'the parents and
the children concerned are recognizing the
value of the work of these officers, and T
anticipate that it will grow in value asi the
years go by.

The department is still hampered by the
existing shortage of teacher;, but it is hoped
that the shortage will be overtaken very
soon. At present there are 360 students iin
the Teachers' College. Of these, 160 will
complete their two-year course at the end
of this year, and at least 220 will enter the
college at the beginning of 1948. There-
fore, it is expected that there will he 420
students, or thereabouts, at the college next
yea;, of whom approximately 200 will come
under the Commonwealth Re-Establishment
Training Schenie. I think I have dealt in
the main with all the items of expenditure
which appear in the Education Estimates.
I will conclude by saying that it is the de-
sire of the Government to maintain the
standard of education in all parts of the
State at the highest possible level, to ensure,
first of all, that there is a reasonable mea-
sure of equality, so far as that is practic-
able, between all parts of the State. Having
reached that at the highest point of the pre-
sent level, it is thereafter desired progress-
ively to improve standards throughout West-
ern Australia. To that end, neither trouble,
activity nor, so far as it is humanly pos-
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sible to obtain them, money and materials
will be spared.

I have already referred to the vote of
thanks which I think we should record to
the staffs, both administrative and profes-
sional, of the Education Department. I
would extend that word of thanks to the
Parents and Citizens' Associations in various
parts of the country, and to all those who
have co-operated with the department at
any time in the past, and more particularly
during recent times, in the improvement of
educational conditions. I would also express
appreciation of the patience with which a
great number of people are helping to face
the problems of education at present. They
know what they want. They are continually
saying what they want. Much of what they
say they want is en'tirely justified, but they
realise it cannot be achieved all at once. So
long as some progress is being made towards
it, and above all so long as they are cer-
tain that those in authority are anxious to
make some progress towards it, they are pre-
pared to wait such reasonable time as the
exigencies of the times demand.

Much has been said of the need for the ex-
penditure, or the acquisition for expenditure,
of a tremendous sum of money in regard
to education in Western Australia. I do not
think that if it could be obtained at present
we would, in many aspects at least, know
what to do with it. But I do say that steady
increases in expenditure in the Education
Department on both sides of the Estimates--
and when I say both sides I mean the
salary side as wveil as the general and inci-
dental side-must be anticipated and pro-
vided for each year, not only from the point
of view of any increased population or de-
mand we may expect but also from the point
of view of the need for improvement in the
genieral standards. I have no doubt that
movement will take place throughout Aus-
tralia. I believe it can with advantage take
place a little faster here than it is likely
to take place elsewhere, and I am convinced,
after the time I spent with the Grants Com-
mission, that any reasonable approach to
this question as the years go by will be met
in a reasonably favourable manner by that
body. I think I may safely say that finan-
cial matters connected with education or the
welfare of children generally will have less
chance of meeting with difficulty from the
Grants Commission than any other

matter which could be brought before
it. In short, I think that we are
perfectly safe in assuming that our reason-
able requirements, so long as the present
Commonwealth-State financial set-up re-
mains, in regard to education and matters
allied to it, will be met.

I notice that immediately underneath the
Education Vote and before that of Indus-
trial Development there is an item "'Town
Planning"; and I would like to say a wvord
about that. The amount involved is very
small. It is made up of salaries £2,360, in-
cidentals £350, making a total of £2,700.
The board meets twice a month owing to tho
amount of work which is now involved in
towvn planning matters, and the incidental
expenses cover travelling, board fees, sta-
tionery, etc. There is a secretary, a drafts-
man, a typist and' a junior typist, as well
as Mr. Davidson. So it is quite dlear that
for the amount of work that has to be done
the office is not overstaffed. But why I
want to refer to these Estimates in particu-
lar is to say that I am hopeful that a com-
mittee consisting of representatives of the
Government- departments concerned and of
local authorities will be set up very shortly
to investigate and report on the question
of consolidation of the local government
Acts-the Municipal Corporations Act and
the Road Districts Act-into one statute,
and to recommend also what alterations
should be made in the existing laws as ap-
plying to those two types of local govern-
ing bodies.

The request for this has been made by
the Road Boards Association and, I think,
by the Country Municipalities Association
also, and both those bodies are prepared, as
is the Local Government Bodies' Association
of Employees, to send representatives to
that comamittee. It is proposed that the
Town Planning Commissioner should be at
member of the committee, as he has a re-
markable knowledge of local government
law and practice and will, in my opinion,
make a very good contribution towards im-
proving and consolidating the law dealing
with local government in Western Australia.
Mr. Davidson has resigned from some other
committees on which he has acted for some
time, and is quite prepared to undertake
some of the work involved in this proposed
preparation of a new statute, and I think
much of value will ensue from this inquiry,
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which wifl not be of a public nature, as it in the country's history that are not recorded
is intended to go into the matter, as it were,
in committee. Mr. Davidson is to be con-
gratulated on being prepared to add to his
present work by undertaking a job of this
nature. 1 have pleasure in submitting the
Estimates for those two departments.

M. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [8.29]:
I would say at the outset that the matter
on which 1 would claim the attention of
members is not at Party one. It is, however,
one which is relevant to this debate inas-
much as it concerns the education that the
children of this State receive. If we are
to budget for a maximum in order to in'1-
prove education in this State-and that
must always be our aim-we require to
know, for that reason alone, that such money
will be spent wisely and to the best advant-
a ge. It is because I think our educational
system is perpetrating inaccuracies which
are obvious, and of considerable importance,
that I raise the matter at this juncture. In
addition, there is a very great principle in-
volved to which every member will surely
subscribe. It is a principle deeply rooted
in the history of this country, but at the
same time, it is being violated and distort-
ed in Western Australia.

The principle I refer to is that history
should know the truth. M1any things occur
in the country's life which are not recorded:
many things are not worthy of record. I
have no grievance against that. My griev-
ance is that there should be a distortion of
the facts which are available for all to gee.
It is incumbent upon each and every one of
us to point out such distortions of truth
when they occur, even if the subject-miatter
be distasteful to us. Therefore I bring
forward facts which are available for all
to see and which should have been more
generally known long ago. I refer to the
Goldilelds Water Scheme.

I bring these facts forward in the hope
that the Government will see fit to have a
fall and complete inquiry conducted into
the charges T make. If that is not done
we will simply he providing money so that
nour children may be taught untruths anI
distortions of truths. The inquiry I sug-
gest would have to be a full one, and I pro-
pose to ask for it in order that the children
of this State shall be taught the truth. I
have already said that many things occur

and many things are not worthy of be-
ing recorded, but the matter of' the Gold-
fields Watei Scheme has been recorded, and
it is because the true facts have not been
told to the children that I raise my voice
tonight.

To substantiate what I have said, let ine
read extracts from our school books and
history books that are, misleading and
grossly irjaecurate. The extracts I refer
to are widespread throughout the.State. I
have here three school books which I have
chosen at random, and this is the kind of
thing contained in themn-

To his far-seeing judgment andi the great
skill of the Engineer-in-Chiief at that time, we
owe the floldflelds Water Scheme.

That is in "The Swan History" book which
is circulating in our sehools. I have here
another history book, "A~ustralhia since 1606"'
which has this to say-

Then Forrest did a bld thing. The Engin-
ver in-Cief for the colony, proposed to dam
the Helena River, eightcen miles from Perth,
,and then to pump tlaA water .330 miles to Kid-
goorlie. Three lnihdred and thirty miles! 'flit
makes you gasp. It indc everybody gasp ex-
cept Sir John For-rest. He backed the Engin-
eer-tn-Chief's Rcheme and secured money tram
TLondon to finance it.

Hlon. J. B. Sleemian; IDo not you agree
with that?

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is the point T
make: These statements are not in accord
with fact. I assure the member for Fre-
mantle that they ale bogus and without
foundation, as T propose to show in a
minute. Yet, this is the sort of thing flhnt
has been taught our children for many ycnr.
Let me quote from Dr. Battye's "History of
Western Australia" as follows:-

Convinced that something of a comprehensive
nature must lie carried out, the Engineer-in-
Chief, to whose genius, energy, and bgldncss
the colony owes so much, brought forward a
scheme (Votes and Proceedings, 1896 Vol.
Paper No. 10) for carrying water to the Gold-
fields from the coast. Shortly, his suggestion
wans to build a huge reservoir on the Helen;
River near Mtundoring, in the Darling Ranges.

That again is a gross distortion of the facts
which are available for all to see. I have
here a boolet written within the last few
wveeks to commemorate the centenary of Sir
,Iohn Forrest. It contains an article written
by a pupil of the Forrest High School, and
it clearly emphasises just what. our children
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aire being taught in connection with this
matter.

After inquiring into suggestions for over-
comaing the great difficulties, the Government
decided to adopt a scheme proposed by the
Engineer-in-Chief for Western Australia.

So it goes on through the history hooks.
Now let me quote from the report of the
1'arliamcntary Royal Commission of Febru-
ary, 1902, appointed to inquire into the
Goldfields Water Scheme. It is not neces-
sary to go beyond that Royal Commission to
discover how bogus and misleading are these
school books. This report contains the fol-
lowing statement by the Enginee-r-in-Chief
himself :-

As is clearly e~videnced in my report I was
not responsible for the initiation of the scheme
and am merely responsible for the designing
and carrying out of it.

In spite of that emphatic denial we find
the school books of this country continue
to contain statements that are obviously en-
I irely without foundation, Both Sir John
Forrest and the Engineer-ini-Chief deliber-
ately and Categorically denied authorship of
the seheme to which I am referring. In his
report to Parliament, the Engineer-ini-ChieC
said-

'When the proposal to supply five million
gallons of water, by pumping from reservoirsi in
the Greenniount Ranges, is referred to, it
frequently has been referred to as being my
phroposall, it can therefore only properly held
to be so in so far ai being, in my opinion, the
best means of attaining the object in view, and
not in any way as being a fancy project of
inine (as home persons have described it)
which T am desirous of thrusting upon the
G-overnment and the country.

Referring to these and other categorical
denials by the E ngineer-in -Chief, Sir John
Forrest, on the 5th August, 1896, said that
there appeared to be a tendency to miscon-
ception, and because that misconception had
already arisen the E ngineer-in- Chief very
properly said the proposal was not his. I
will refer now to what Sir John Forrest
,,ai-

Mr. Reynolds: Do you think the scheme
was a wsonderful one?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am not referi-ing to
that~ aspect but to some untruths in connec-
tion with the scheme. At page 284 of "Han-
sari]," on the 5th August, 1896, Sir John
Forrest, referring to the Engineer-ini-Chief,
said-

I an. quite sure that anyone reading his re-
Port cannot Come to that conclusion, although
the Engiaeer-in-Chief quite properly says that
he is not responsible for the project, being
only the adviser to the Government. But to oar'
that he is adverse to the scheme or that it has
been pressed upon him by the Government
against his wvishies, is as far from the truth as
the poles are asunder.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman : Did he say which
wvas the furthest?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is slightly ambiguous,
but Sir John was defending the Engineer-
in-Chief at that time. I think that estab-
lishes that at that time there was never any
suggestion that the Engineer-in-Chief was
the author of the scheme.

Mr. Hegney:. Who originated it?

Mr. ORAYDEN: I will tell the hon.
member later. Would what Sir John said
Convey that the man to whvom he was re-
ferring wvas the author of the scheme? Of
course it would not. The school history
books of this State are publishing state-
ments on this matter that are utterly inac-
curate. Those statements have been denied
by the two persons most vitally concerned,
Sir John Forrest and the Engineer-in-Chief.
The school books are distorting the truth. If
We arc to he fair to future generations in
this State we must teach the truth, and if
the matter is to be cleared tip it must be
done now. I will now deal with another
angle, at the Conclusion of which I will, 1
hope, have established the need for at full in-
quiry into such distortions of truth in mat-
ters of historical fact. In this State there
is a body known as the Htistorical Society,
and naturally the findings of that body
carry considerable weight in the public
mind. I believe that the Historical Society
of this State has lent itself to a distortion
of the truth.

This is a serious charge but I make it in
all sincerity and I think the position war-
rants an immediate and full inquiry. The
Historical Society has made eveiry possible
effort to refute Sir John Forrest's own state-
nment, made at a banquet at Kanowna in
1895, -when he was visiting the Golddields in
nI1L effort to overcome the water problem.
The society has not made any effortt to con-
sult those who are in possession of the true
facts regarding the genesis of the scheme,
who can point out, for all to see, where the
true facts are recorded and available.
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Mr. Heoar: That is a serious charge.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I fully realise that. The
Historical Society has not consulted or made
any effort to consult those who were at that
banquet when the scheme was first pro-
pounded.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Have you read John
K. Ewers's letter on it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: The Historical Society
appointed a special sub-committee to inquire
into this matter and although it dlid not
make any effort to consult those who could
have enlightened it on the subject, it arrived
ait a flniling-whicli I have here-that shows
bias in its worst form.

Hion. A. A. M. Coverley: Perhaps that is
where this originated. Was the member for
Nedlands present at that party?

Mr. CRAYDEN: This is the finding of'
the Historical Society:-

The design and construction of the Gold-
fields water scheme were in the main carried
out by the Engineer-in-Chief and his staff
under the direction of the Government. The in-
spiration behind the Bill authorising the work
was the driving power and far-sighted vision
of the Premier, Sir John Forrest. Since Sir
John Forrest was the author and the Engineer-
in-Chief the designer and builder, we do not
agree that the school books are in error in giv-
ing the credit to them for the Goldfields Water
Scheme.

That report shows clearly that even the
Historical Society has abandoned the Engi-
neer-in-Chief myth. It shows also that the
society now attributes to Sir John Forrest
the authorship of the scheme, and in doing
so it is actually refuting Sir John Forrest's
own statement on the matter. In 1895 Sir,
John Forrest toured the Goldfields in an en-
deavour to solve the problem of supplying
them with water. To illustrate the position
existing at the time I will read an extract
from the "Daily News" of the 26th Novem-
ber, 3805, emphasising that no scheme had
been evolved or decided upon at the time of
Sir John's visit to the fields.

Hon. A. H. Penton: Is the "D *aily News"
as old as that? No wonder it is becoming
decrepit.

Mr. CRAYDEN: "The Daily News"
said-

Captain Oates asked that the Government
set aside £10,000 to bore for water in the
neighbourhood of Kalgoorlie. Mr. Moran,

M.L.A., advocated a scheme of water supplly
by the construction of numerous covered-in
tanks at Heennan's Lake, seven miles distant.
The requests of that deputation show
clearly what the position was when Sir
John toured the Goldfields. I will now
read a statement by Sir John Forrest him-
self during that tour. This is an extract
from his speech at the banquet at Kanowna.
on the 24th November, 1895, and reported
in "The West Australian" of the 27th
November of that year-

One of the greatest difficulties to he grap-
pled with is that of water, and one of the
chief objects of my visit is to End out how
best the Government of the Colony can assist
in the matter. The difficulties to be en,-
countered with regard to the scarcity of water
will, I believ'e, be overcome ,ilthough I can-
not say how. What a transformation there
would be if the district had a strean 'of
fresh water running through it.

This is the relevart portion-
How a supply can be obtained, I repeat I

cannot say, but it must be secured.

Surely that is emphatic enough, and that
appeared in ''The West Australian.'' Yet
the Historical Society has made every ef-
fort possible to refute that statement! At
that banquet the proposal for a goldfields
water supply scheme was put up to Sir
John Forrest by M~1r. N. W. Harper in his
response to the toast of "The Mining In-
dustry.'' I shall quote from the "Daily
News'' of the 26th November, 1895, two
days after that speech at the banquet and
to which reference had been made on the
subject at Kanowna-

Mr. Harper, manager of the Robinson Gold
Mines, responded recommending the bringing
of water from the Avon River near York for
use on the goldfields.

At the banquet Sir John Forrest had said
he did not know how the water supply
could be provided, and so Mr. Harper made
it clear to him.

Hon. A. H. Panton: "John Dee" must
have reported that!

Mr. GRAYDEN: At the conclusion of
the banquet Sir John went to Mr. Harper
and suggested that instead of looking to
the Swan as the source a better and purer
water supply could be obtained from the
Helena River. The late Messrs. J. Wollcock
and J. Bray, both capable engineers well-
known in Coolgardie, took part in a long
conversation with Sir John Forrest after
the banquet, and both supported Mr. Hiar-
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per strongly with regard to the proposi-
tion. I will read an extract, which 'will
indicate to the House the frame of mind
in which Sir John Forrest returned to
Perth from the fields. Here is an extract
from a speech by Mr. Venn in the Legis-
lative Assembly on the 5th August, 1890
in which he said--

When this thing took on with the lion.
gentleman, as usual with him, everything was
swept out of his way like a tornado

That shows what Sir John Forrest thought
about it when he came back from the
fields. Next I will quote from an original
letter sent by Sir John Forrest in his own
handwriting to Mir. Nat Harper. If any
member would care to see these letters and
other documents, I shall be pleased to make
them available for perusal. The letter, which
is dated the 20th March, 1897, was sent front
the. Colonial Secretary's office, Perth and
read-

My dear H-arper, I am glad to get your
letter and should be delighted if you could
get in. I sent you some copies of my speech
at Bunbury. I am the only one who had
dlone anything for the 'fields-all the others
have done nothing. I cannot understand
what the oppositionists have to find fault
with. We are spending this year £E200,000 on
water on the 'fields and the great water
scheme is ours.

The word "ours" is underlined in the
original letter. Next I would refer members
to a letter from Mr. Nat Harper to Sir John
Forrest and read by the then Minister for
Mines, Hon. E. H. Wittentoom, which will be
found in the ratliamentary Debates for the
session held in 1896, Volume 9, in connec-
tion with the Coolgardie Goldfields Water
Supply Loan Bill. That -was on the 13th
August, 1896, and the letter was written on
the 3rd August. That letter was used by
Sir John Forrest to canvass members ini
connection with the Bill, This correspond-
ence and the extracts I have furnished can-

,not he denied; they are irrefutable. Yet-
and this is the point--the Historical Society
has made no effort to consult those who have
these documents in their possession. Have
they ever done so? The answer to that is
that they have net.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Then they should be
disbanded!1

Mr. GRAYDEN: Next I shall refer to a
spee!-h made by Mr. Lefroy in the Legislative
Assembly in August, 1896, which appears,

in 'Hansard" for that year at page 295, as
follows:

Theae ''childish'' minds of ours, on this side
of thme Rouse, can quite realise that, if it is
possible to pump water 300 feet, it will be
possible to repeat, over and over again, the
pumping of that water until it is elevated to,
the h~eight required.

In that speech Mr. Lefroy nmentioned the
pumping of water to the Goldfields, and that
was the first time pumping water in stages
had been referred to. Sir John Forrest was
doing -his best to get the Bill passed by Par-
liament, and on more than one occasion he
stated that he had to fight to get theo Bill
through, politically and departmentally.

Mr. Marshall: When you say "depart-
mentally," what opposition and by whom?

Mir. GRAYDEN: I cannot say offhand,
but he was confronted with tremendous
opposition departmentally, and that is re-
ferred to in 'Mansard," On the 11th of
that month, Sir John Forrest sent a, wire to
Mr. Harper asking *or permission to
publish an extract from a letter that he had
received. This letter was written on the 3rd
August, and Sir John had already used it to
canvass members. I have the original tele-
gram here which read--

Many thanks for your letter. Have you
any objection to my plublishing extracts from
it under Your nmeM. I feel it would do much
good. The Bill is now safe.

That letter was read by the then Minister
for Mines two days later in the Legislative
Council. it had tremendous political signi-
ficance and had it not been for the letter it
is not likely that the Bill would have been
passed. In "Hansard?' there appears a
report of a three-hour speech by Sir John
Forrest dealing with the introduction of the
Coolgardie Water Supply Loan Bill, during
the course of which be stated:

I have it on the authority of one of the
leading mine managers, Mr. Harper, who was
manager of Fraser's Goldmining Company at
Southern Cross, and who is now manager of
the Mount Robinson mine, near Icanowna, that
10,000 gallons of water is sufficient to keep
a 20.h sad battery going for 24 hours.

Nowhere in the course of that three hours
speech did Sir John Forrest mention any
name except Mr. Harper's. Sir John For-
rest asked that, permission on the 11th and
it appeared in "Hansard" o-. the 13th and
the letter was written by Mr. Harper on
the 3rd. Now let me rend a letter signed
"Robert Beveridge"' of Glen Iris, Victoria
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and published in "The West Australian"
of the 14th November, 1935, as follows:-

To the Editor: Having been on the engin-
eering staff of Babcock find Wilcox (London),
Melbourne office, the firm of contractors who
supplied the boilers for the pumping plants
for the Golddields Water Scheme, I1 am natur-
ally much interested in the correspondence
which recently has appeared in your columns.
Daring the time I was with Babcock and
Wileox I camne to know, the latcdsrord Forrest
well. On one occasion when on a journey to
Adelaide, en route to Port Pinep, I met Lord
Forrest on the Spencer-street Station, Mel-
bourne, and lie invited me to share his com-
partment. Lord Forrest was going to Adelaide
to catch the R.L. Orsova. for Fremantle, I
happened to mention the object of my journey
to Port Pinie, which was to supervise the land-
ing of the pipes for the Umberumberka water
scheme to supply Broken Hill. Lord Forrest
was intensely interested. The mention of
pipe lines, he told mie, brought back pleasant
memories of the great Coolgardie Water
&~heme. I asked him then was it not solely
and wholly his scheme. "No, Beveridge,"
he said, "A man named Harper was the father
of the scheme; I was the mother'

I wish to emiphasise the last sentence,
H1arper was the father of the scheme;

I was the mothe.'" Yet -we have the school-
books of this State printing distortions of
the truth; there is no ether name for it.
We have the Historical Society-andi this
is more serious-upholding those distor-
tions of truth. I submit that if we are going,
to uphold the principle that history shall
know the truth, then we must have a very
full inquiry into these charges-

Ron. A. RI. C0. Hawke: What about an-
other Royal Commission?

Mr. GRAYDEN: -the charges that the
school history hooks of this State are print-
ing distortions of the truth aind the charge
that the Historical Society is upholding
those distortions of the truth.

RIOZ( J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.2]; :Like the member for Mfiddle
Swan 1, too, shall find it necessary to delve
into a little history.

Mr. M1arshall; Do you -want an inquiry,
too?7

H1on. J1. T. TONKIN: Mine is of sonic-
what more recent date than that denlt with
by the member for Middle Swan. The mat-
ter with which he has been dealing is now
somewhat obscure, and it is difficult for us
at this stage to be sure what really hap-

pened, but as I am. to some extent concern-
ed with what he said, before I proceed with
the main theme of my remarks, I should
like to say that, shortly after I became
Minister for Education, I received a visit
from Mr. Harper, who told me much the
saine story as I have heard here tonight.
As it was not possible for me to make the
necessary investigation, I referred the mat-
ter to the Historical Society for considera-
tion and report. As a result of what was
reported, I did not feel justified after so
many years in making an alteration in the
history hooks that had been used in the
schools so long. It seems to me that, in
years gone by, there must have heen ample
opportunity to make the correction, if a
correction -were needed.

Mr. Crayden; It should not have been
needed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN. The fact thafba cor-
rection was not made in all those years ap-
pears to indicate that the great weight of
opinion wvas against the case which has been
presented here tonight.

The history with which I propose to deal
is of very muchi more recent date and has
a direct hearing upon the Budget and the
education system of Western Australia and
the proposals of the Government. Members
wvill have it fresh in their minds that, dur-
ing the election campaign, quite a lot IIV

statements were mnade about the inertia of
Ministers and the lack of enthusiasm in
their departments and all sorts of things
that were wrong. I wvas greatly interested
to hear the Minister, when introducing his
Estimates in a most irstructive way, men-
tion that the teaching staff of the Educa-
tion Department, the administrative officers
and so on were doing an excellent job and
,had been doing an excellent job for years,
a statement with which he said I would
agree. I do agree, hut I find it difficult to
reconcile the Mlinister's opinion with the
statements made about the achievemtents of
the department prior to the election. Of
course no-one in the department has been
sackled except the M Ninister, and the policy
which was being carried out with -regard to
education is, so far as I can see, being car-
ried out now with, of course, some expect-
ed developments along certain lines.

Let us see what was said about the edu-
cation system just before the elections and
consider whether these officers were doing
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the good job that the Mvinister now tells us
they were and are doing. I quote from
'"The West Australian" published on the
eve of polling day wherein were set out the
statements of the Leaiders of the three con-
tending parties. The then Leader of the
Opposition, the present Minister for Edu-
cation, said-

A crisis has arisen in nearly everything.
Transport is chaotic and your money, to say
nothing of your industries, is at stake. As to
hospitalisation, educational facilities, soldiers',
land settlermt and housing, you can see
muddle afl round you.

''As to education facilities you can see
muddle all round you.'' That was six
months ago.

Mr. Marshall: I can see muddle coining
in the near future.

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: A few days before,
the adlvertiseenit I have here appeared; it is
familiar; it is the famous cobweb advertise-
ment. .1emhers will see here ''Schools
'Muddle.'' The officers who are now being
commended were in charge of the muddle
at that time, if muddle there indeed were.
Here we have it, "The Truth about Schools
and Education." Let us see what the tiuth
was-

Schools and education are other vital matters
which shame the Labour Governmnent. It has let
the people down badly over the State. The
grant for education is totally inadequate.
There are too few schools and many existing
behools urgently need enlarging. Teachers aretoo poorly paid. There are too few teachers
and a lack of facilities for training more
teachers. Classes are too large with a. conse-
quent strain upon the teachers and a serous
handicap to the children. There is insufficient
school equipment and no adequate provision
for the systemnatic maintenance of school build-
ings and equipment. Here, again, is another
of the many instances whore Labour talks much
hut does little. Labour has been a Government
in name only. This time, let's have real Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Marshall: Ab I

Government members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. TV. TONKIN: That is supposed
to be the truth about education!I If the
article had been properly captioned, the cap-
tion would have been, "Lies about Educa-
tion," because they were lies and not the
truth at all. The Minister's statement to-
night shows that lie could not ask mec to
agree with him that the work of the officers
over the years has been particularly good if
during the time I was Minister there was

nothing but muddle all round me. There-
fore, I say it is very difficult to reconcile
the statements. True, there were not suffi-
cient schools and there was great lack of
accommodation. There still is, as I shall
prove shortly, and there will be in three
years' time, too. Of course, conditions will
improve for the reason that wve are getting-
further and further away from the war
years.

Mr. Leslie: We are sweeping the cobwebs
away.

lion. A. H. Panton: We have to get the
spider, which is spinning more cobwebs.

Hon. J. TV. TONKIN : While Ministers are
saying today that they cannot do this or
that, that they cannot build more houses or
more schools, we are told that physical diffi-
culties prevent them from doing, so. What is
the cause of those physical difficulties? The
Premier said this, as reported in "The West
Australian" during the election campaign-

The already worn-out excuse of wartime
limitations, if advanced again by the Govern.
ment, cannot be sustained in view of the fact
that a reference to Parliamentary 'Hansard'I'
will rec al thiat iii the years prior to the war
members of the Opposition, and even members
on the Government side, repeatedly drew the
Government's attention to the deterioration
takin~g place ia the adiministration of State
affairs.

What on earth has the drawing of attention
to the deterioration to do with the supply of
materials? We were not to use the worni-out
excuse of wartime limitations, hut this Gov-
ernment, which was going to move mountains,
finds that it cannot do so because of the
difficulties arising out of the wvar. Now let
us hear what the present Minister for Educa-
tion had to say about the difficulties-

Whi:e wre do not deny that the war was re-
sponsible for same of the difficulties, Air. Watts
continued, it must be, noted that in other States,
notably South Australia, these war difficultias
have been speedily overcome.

Of cou~rse, it is nothing of the sort. South
Australia is in the snme, if not a worse,
position thani we are. In this connection,
it is interesting to note that as to the short-
age of teachers-about which the present
Minister for Education complained during
the election, when he said that there was
no shortage of teachers in South Australia-
a few days after our election it was stated
in "The West Australian" that, because of'
the acute shortage of teachers in South Aria-
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tralia the Premier of that State was going
to try to get 200 from Great Britain. 1 will
read the pa2ragraph from "The West Aus-
tralimin--

Adelaide, April 10. Teacher Shortage In
South Australia. To overcome the acute short-
age of w~omnen teachers which is hampering the
Education Department, the State Government
is attempting to bring 200 women teachers to
Adelaide from Great Britain. Particulars of
the salaries scale offered by the Education
D~epartment, and other information, have been
sent to London. The Premier, (Mr. Playford)
said yesterday that arrangements are being
made to lhave the teachers included in the
State's allocation of passengers. It is unlikely
that the State Government's request for nurses
from Britain can be granted.

There was -therefore ilsi a shortage of nurscs
in South Australia.

Tbe Premier: le is a trier.

Hon. J. T.X TOINKIKN: Yes, but it shows
that South Australia was experiencing these
difficulties, notwithstanding that the people
of this State were told by the members of
the present Governinent on the hustings that
the Situation here was peculiar to this
State, while other States have been able to
grapple successfully with wartime con-
ditions. It is interesting to see how the
Government is meeting these difficulties. The
Minister for Education had occasion to go
to Wongan Hills to consider the question of
the establishment of country high schools.
With him he had Hon. C. G. Latham, M.L.C.,
and Mr. J. H. Ackland, M.L.A. I quote the
following:-

Mr. Watts, in reply, said that the existing
difficulties could not be overcome for a num-
ber of years.

This was the Government that was going
to fix things! Continuing-

It was not a question of finance, but of
materials and any improvement would depend
on the co-operation of afl sections of the com-
munity.

The next part of the Minister's statement
is what I want members to take particular
notice of, because it has in it, if true, some-
thing with which I feel a majority of mem-
bers will seriously disagree. The Minister
said-

The Government's policy was that the
standard of education of rural districts should
first be raised to the level of that Of the
towns, and then progressively to improve both.

That presupposes a wide disparity between
the standard of education in the country and

in the towns, and that the policy will be
to keep the towns exactly where they are
until the country can catch up, and then senal
them both forward. At little analysis will
show that if that policy is to be adopted
then it will he impossible to do anything
to improve education in the towns, because
even if the Good Lord Himself camne to
earth and took control of education, Hle
could not give to the children in the country
a standard of education which is possible in
the towns where there are large populations.
It would be beyond the capacity of any man
to do it because of the insurmountable diffi-
culties confronting such a proposal.

All that wve can hope to do is to give to
the country districts the best possible seheme
of education having regard to the Circum-
stances; but if children live in such isolated
areas that it is not possible to provide them
with a school or a teacher, how on earth
can they be given a standard of education
comparable to that which children in cities
receive? It cannot be done. There are many
children in the country who live so far
away that the only possible means of edu-
cating them is by correspondence, it they
want to remain at home, or they must leave
home and go to a town. If we take the dis-
tricts where it is possible to establish a
small country school-and there arc, un-
fortunately, many places where a small
country school is the only possible method
-then a little reflection will show that, try
as we might, we could not give the eight
or ten children in such a school the same
facilities that could be provided in Perth.

Could we, for example, establish in such
a school a complete visual education unit?
Could we establish for them workshops for
metal work and for woodwork or a domestic
science centre? We could not get a teacher
capable of instructing in all those subjects
in the small schools, and it would be too
costly to set up separate workshops for the
one or two children of the required age who
could take those subjects at those schools.
So it is just so much "hooey" to say that
we can bring education in the country dis-
tricts up to the present standard in the city.
If the standard of education in the city is
to remain static until such time as the edu-
cation in the country can be brought to the
same level, it will be static forever. Of
course, the Minister will find a little later
that he -will have to depart a good deal from
that pronouncement and will have to allow
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education in the city to progress as it
should do, and at the same time do his best
to continue improving educational facilities
in the country. And that is what the pre-
vious Government was endeavouring to do
the whole time.

Now let us examine the figures. We are
told that the previous Government would
not spend enough money on education. I
s.aw a statement in "The Liberal News." I
am sorry I have not the publication here
tonight, but I will fetch it later on, if mem-
hers doubt my word, I saw a statement in
this paper, about January or February,
which said that the previous Government
could find money for beer and betting, hut
no money for education, That is what we
were told: that we provided insufficient
money for education but had money for
those other purposes. It was said that the
grant for education was totally inadequate.
One would have expected that if that were
true then, upon accession to office by this
Government, there would have been a very
substantial -lift in the Education Vote. If
our Vote of over £1,000,000 was totally in-
adequate, we would have been justified in
looking for a very substantial lift indeed.
Let us analyse the figures.

I shall indicate the expenditure during the
last year of the previous Government, and
the Budget for this year. In 1945-46, the
total expenditure was £C1,002,520, and in
1946-47 the expenditure was £1,223,740, or
an increase in the 12 months of £221,226.
What is the increase proposed by this Gov-
ernment for the Coming Year? The Estimates
indicate an increase of £188,164, So, if the
Treasurer's estimate is realised, the actual
increase in education expenditure budgeted
for by this Government is £30,000 less than
the actual increased expenditure during the
previous 12 months. -So the rate at which
education expenditure was being increased
by the previous Government was greater
than what is actually being proposed by
this Government. Therefore, if our Vote
xws so totally inadequate, the present Gov-
ernment mus t' be sadly disappointing its
supporters in this regard. The Minister for
Education has always had his eye on the
political possibilities of any situation.

The Leader of the Opposition the other
evening quoted a statement by the Minister
in which he said, in effect, that he would
refrain from complimenting any member of
the Government because, if he made 99

statements against the Government and
one in its favour, it wonld be that one
which would he quoted against him and,
because of that, and being very politically
minded, he 'would refrain from offering any
congratulation at all. I cannot blame him
for that, if he has his eye on the political
situation all the time. Since he has become-
Minister he has continued along those lines,
hoping by publicity here and there to build
uip the Government, and so make secure a
position which is really most insecure. I
propose to read a statement on educational
policy dated the 24th May, which was a little
less than two months after the present Gov-
ermnent took office. Here it is-

Outlining the Government's education
policy, he (Mr. Watts) referred to the diffi-
culties faced by the Education Department,
saying that they were mainly physical and
conrerned staffs, labour and materials. '"The
Government's policy in education can be
summ~arised as being to bring secondary edu-
cation within the reach of as many children
as possible throughout the State, Mr. Watts
said.

Although M31r. Watts did not say so, that
was precisely the policy of the previous Gov-
erment.

Plans are now well forward for additional
high schools and the establishment of julitor
high schools at a number of country centres
as part of the policy of endeavouring to give
better and higher education (not exclusively
academic and professional education) to the
maximum number possible. In view of the
difficulties surrounding the provision of build-
ings on any large scale at the present time,
there must, however, be substantial delays in
carrying out suchk a programme-

This is letting the people down lightly. Th
view of the promises which were made, it
was necessary quickly to steady things down
a bit,

Hon. A. R. G, Hawke: The Premier looks
very guilty!

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: So the Minister
was at some pains to show that there would
be substantial delays-
-as it is felt that the pressing needs of many
primary schools and the relief of ovecrow d-
ing must first be dealt with.

This is the part to which I take very strong
exception-

In various parts of tbe State r found when
I took office that children were being taught
in most unsuitable and uncongenial surround-
ings. In one centre, two dis-used shops,
wholeheartedly condemined by the local auth-
ority, were in use as classrooms, although the
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position at this centre is now in process of
improvement by the letting of a contract for
school additions.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I suppose they arc
still in the shops.

Hon. J. T1. TONIN: Yes, they are. I
am going to read that again because, whilst
it cannot he said that it tells an untruth,
it places the matter in such a. light as to
lead plePll, as it was intended to do, to
come to at quite wrong conclusion-

In one centre two disused shops, whole-
Ikeartedly condemned by the local authority,
were in uise a~s clasrooms, although the poi-
tion at this centre is now in process of im-
provement by the letting of a contract for
school additions.

I would like to know whether you, Mr.
Chairman, or any othe-r person who did no$
know the facts, would not assume from that
statement that the present Government and
the present Minister had taken the necessary
steps to relieve the situation. There is not
a peson reading that who would not come
to the conclusion that the present Govern-
ment was responsible for getting busy to
reclieve the position. I propose to tell the
-story of these disused s1]ops so that we can
see whether the previous aovernment was
to any extent whatever blameworthy in the

s matter, and] whether the M1inistcr was justi-
fled, apart from political considerations, in
making that statement. The place referred to
is Big Bell. Members will recall that duirin2
the session I have! asked the 'Minister a
series of (questions about these shops, about.
this sc-hool and] the number of children in
attendance, the date when the shops were
taken, as to whether the children were still'
in the shops and so on, and the 'Minister
buns been good enough to give me the in-
formation.

The story will show just what steps were
taken hy the previous Government and the
Minister to deal with the situation which,
beause of' the very nature of things, de-
veloped vcry rapidly and prevented pro-
nrslon heinitr made before the acute aecom-
modation diffculty arose. In September,
1045, there were only 15 children on the
roll at thi., school, which was a two-roomed
one. At the end of 1946, there were 36
children oin the roll-till only suffiient to
be accommodated comfortably in one room,
andi there were two. In June, 1046, when
the figures; came in for the first half of that
year, there -were under 100 children in the

school, and so the need for extra accom-
mnodation waij not urgent but the potsitionh
required to be watched. Had conditions
been nor-mal, plans would have been jizi
in train straightaway for additional aceoni
modation. But because of the neresity to
deal with accommodation problems where
they were most acute from time to time--
and the Minister recognised that and has
said as much tonight-onsideration could
not be given to a school where, at the time,
accommodation was? adequate. On the 14th
June, 1946, the enrolment at the school was
97. By July, 1946-the next month-the
number had jumped from 97 to 120. 1
doubt very much whether there is any place
in the Strate wvhere, in such a short time,
there would be such a substantial rise in,
the number of children in attendance.

So, from the position of there being4
sufficient accommodation, the situation de-
veloped within a matter of weeks of the
accommodation being most inadequate. Be-
cause of that, plans were immediately re-
quested for additional accommodation, and
on the 2nd Aug'ust, p~lans were sent to te
1.ndcr Treasurer for appr-oval. On the
20th August, approval was granted by the
U~nder Treasurer, and the Public Works
Department was notified. The approval was;
for additional accommodation at Big Bell,
to cost XC1,585. So there was not a delayv
of even a fortnight once the position de-
veloped where there were more children
than we could reasonably accommodate.
Tenders for the work were advertised ort
the Sth November, and a tender was ac-
cepted for the job on the 24th December,
some three months before this Government
took office. So, all that there was to hr
done with regard to making the necessary
arrangements to relieve the position, was
dlone.

Tenders. were called and one accepted.
Whatt more could at Minister do? It was
impossible to find the materials for the
tend erer. That was his job. As he tender-
ed for the job, it was expected that he had
a reasonable chance of carrying it out. So,
fhiree months before we left office, and actu-
ally before the school resumed in February,
a coetirpet bad been let for additional oceman-
modation. When the school opened in
February, the teacher found lie had more
childreni than lie could cope with, :o he use-d
his initiative and looked for somne temporary

1634



[30 OcToan, 1917.] 13

ceoninodaition. Ile found a shop-a comn-
paratively new building, but it was not
constructed for a school-which in his
opinion, so he reported to the department,
was satisfactory for the purpose of tern-
porary use. He was authorised. by the
Director to use it, and rightly so. He took
that shop on the 11th February. He sub-
sequently found it necessary to take a
second shop because the growth of numbers
was so large.

SRo, for six weeks (luring the time I was;
Minister, the children. were in these disused
shops. The present Government has been in
office since the 1st April. It is now pine-
tiealiv the~ end of October, and the children
arc still in the shops;' which were only con-
demnned by the local authority in a report
received after I left office. No report of
their condemnation was made to mec before
the 1st of April. When the report wras
received it did not wholeheartedly condemn
them, as the Minister has said, but drew
attention to the fact that they were nlot
suitable as school buiId ir.gs-whieh everyont,
knew.

Mr. Marshall: That was the basis of the
condemunation.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Certain things
were required, such as lavatory acconmmoda-
tion and the like, to make them satisfactory.
Was this a fair statement when everything
necessary to relieve the position had been
done by the previous Government, and the
existing one did not do a thing? No f air-
minded person, taking the developments as
I have outlined them-and what I have said
is accurate anad can be checked-could come
to any conclusion other than that the
Minister and the department did the best
they could in the circumstances and that
there had been no unnecessary delay in pro-
viding for the accommodation of the child-
ren. I do not blame this Government
because the children are still in those shops,
as I know'the difficulties that exist. They
are physical difficulties.'- Men tender for
buildings but cannot get material to com-
plete them. The Premier will know that
during the wai period it took nearly two
years to get at room built at the Waroona
school.

The contractor would put in a few days
and then have to cease work on the job
because of l 'ack of material, and although
from time to time we threatened to take the

contract from him and find somebody else to
do the work, we did not do that because we
could not find anybody else, and the eon-
tractor know it. I have no doubt he -was
doing his best in the circumstances, but the
fact remains that it took him that time to
erect one room. Th ose. are the facts that the
present Government refused to recogmse
whenL on the hastings, and instead of being
reasonable about the position it talked about
muddle and blamed the then Government
for a set of circumstances which, as must
have been known, could not have been
avoided.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And it has leeii
an I he hustings ever since.

MUr. 'Marshall: It cashed in on the de-
plorable condition that was the outcomie of
the war.

Eon. J. T, TONKIN: Let us see how the
Government is shaping with regard to its
plans for better educational facilities. Before
the Labour Government left office a plan
received Treasury approval for the erection
of a -school at Carnarvon.

The Minister for Lands: What a beauty!

Ron. J. T'. TONKIN: It was a beauty,
and it was in accordance with the Labour
Government's idea of what schools should
be throughout the State..

The Minister for Education: It differed
very little fromn the one at Carnamah.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: None was being
erected at Carnamah.

The Minister for Eductation: But it should
have been.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Had one been
erected there it would have been along the
same lines, that schooj representing the stan-
dard that the Labour Government believed
was the correct standard. The Minister talks
about bringing education in the country dis-
tricets into liat. with that in the city. Rlas
he seen the school at Eust Perth? Would
he say that the pro posed school at Carrier-
von was to be an imnprovement On the school
at, East Perth? Of course, he could not.
There was an instance -where the previous
Government was giving to the country in
one area-the North-West setion-a school
cI)Iparable with a school in the metro-
politan area, bnt what has this Government
done about it9 It has slashed it in half and
has cut out from that school facilities for
manual training, for metal work and for
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general science. All those extra facilities
that are required for country children, and
which the department usually finds difficulty
iii providing, have been taken from that
school even though Treasury approval had
been given for the expenditure, And now it
is to he a school very much below the stan-
dnrd that was previously proposed.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is almost un-

believable.

lRon. J. T. TONKIN: In the final analysis
wve get this, that the change of Government
cost the people of the North-West sub-
stantial educaitional facilities. That is what
it moans, in cold fact. The school that they
will now gzet will be about half as, good as
that which they would have got had there
been no change of Government.

Mr. Mlarshall: God knows the people up
there deserve every encouragement,

Ron, J. T. TONKITN: Every school that
the previous Government built had the most
modemn facilities. Some of them, completed
by the previous Government, have been
opened by the present Government, and so
it must know what class of school they are.
Take, for instance, that at Lord-street, the
Go-educational Technical High School.

Hon. A. Ri. 0. Hawke: The Chief Secre-
tory is interested in this, is he not?

Rion. J_ T. TONKIN: Very much so, Z
would think. There was to be nothing pro-
vided at Carnarvon that is not provided at
this school, or provided in the plans.

The Minister for Lands: Would the at-
tendances be the same?

Hon. J. T. TONIKIN: Of course the at-
tendane at 'Carnarvon -would not have'
been the same.

Hlon. A. A. M. Coverley: That interjection
vomes from a Minister with North-West ex-
perience.

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: if the criterion is
to be that the 'standard of school must de-
pend on the number of children in attend-
anee-

Mr. Leslie: Wag not that your argument
to begin -with?

Hon. J1. T. TONKIN: -then God help
the chbildren in country districts.

Mr. Leslie: Was not that your argument?

Hon. 3. T. TONIN: No. I -said it was
impossible to provide the children in country
districts with the same standard as can he
provided in the towns, and I repeat that. It
is imipossiblc, but in certain places in the,
country it will be possible to establish
schools comparable with city schools, and
to encourage children from country dis-
tricts to attend those schools. That was
the proposal for the North-West, to ob-
viate the necessity of children from out-
lying areas having to come to the metro-
politan area, and to give them at that
centre a school wvith facilities comparable
with those to be found in the city. But
instead of allowing that position to remain,
this Glovernment took steps to make such
a thing impossible, and instead of provid-
ing for the children in the country a stan-
dard Comparable with that in the city, it

. did the opposite.

I1 understand that an attempt was made
to do the samne thing at Collie. How far
that is the truth I am not in a position
to say, but I understand that the Govern-
ment gave serious consideration to amend-
ing the plans for the Collie school in the
same way as it amended the plans for the
Garnarvon school. Probably the pressure
from Collie was so great, when the idea
became known, that the overnment-
being very sensitive to public opinion-
very quickly climbed down and did not
slash those plans. The Minister knows
whether such an attempt was made, hut
I do not know.

The Minister for Lands: You seem to
know.I

Hon, . .2 TONKIN: I heard that it
was thought about, but naturally I am not
in a position to prove it. As is the ease;
with many other things, we have strong
suspicions of what has taken place, owing
to certain developments, but cannot go be-
yond that.

Mr. Styants: They could do without
bananas, but not without coal.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Raving regard to
what happened at Carnarvon, and taking
a line on the interjections from the Minis-
ter for Lands, it is not beyond the bounds
of possibility that some such action at
Collie was contemplated. It would have
been a scandalous thing, and it will be a
scandalous thing if in future the Govern-



(30 OCOBER, 1947.] 13

meat proposes to deny to country districts
ainywhere facilities for domestic science
training, for woodwork, metal work, general
science, visual education and so on. Those
things must be provided in the towns and
are being provided, and I say they must
h0, provided in the country also.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: 'There are cob-
webs all ov~r the domestic science centre
at the Nortbaiu High School.

Mr. Marshall: I wonder what the Coun-
try Women's Association will have to say
about it all?

lHon. J. T. TONKIN. It is trpc that some
things have been done-

Mr. Mtarshall: There is too mueb in the
way'of schools at Pinjarra, for a start.

Hion. J. T. TONKCIN: That was done by
the previous Government, although the Pre-
mier did not seem to know at the time or at
any rate before the election. I can recall
that when it was announced a few days be-
fore the election that expenditure was con-
templated at South Perth and Middle Swan,
the Premier made a statement that there
should be some priority list for buildings
and that it should be adhered to so as to
prevent anything of that sort happening.
T believe the Premier thought the Govern-
mnent had selected those places at the time to
make the announcement, hoping to influence
the election. Now he has hoard his own
Minister say tonight,a'nd perhaps will b6
convinced on the point, that it is not possible
to have a priority list to which there could
be complete adherence.

As the Minister for Education stated,
conditions change from time to time. A
school that might be well down on the list
today because there are places where the
accommodation difficulty is much more acute,
might, within a day or two, have to be placed
at the top of the list because of a sudden in-
flux of children or some other circumstances
that would entirely alter the picture. That
sort of thing goes on from week to week.
During the course of the election and within
a few days of the poll, the Labour Govern-
mient also announcqd that suibstantial addi-
tions were to be made to the Busselton school.
That was in an electorate where the Gov-
craiaent had no hope of winning, yet it
dlid not hesitate to make the announcement.

Ron. A. RL. G. Hawke: We will win Sussex
next time I

Mr. Rodoreda: That is a moral certainty.

Hon. J. 7. TONKIN: Although the then
Government had no hope of winning that
seat, that did not prevent it from announcing
the expenditure because the prpovisiou of
that; accommodation had been long delayed
owing to the inability to provide the
materials to enable the work to be done. The
delay in providing accommodation was also
responsible for deferring the scheme for
consolidation in the Busselton area.

Hon. A. RI. G. Hawkc: We will be able
to -win the Sussex seat next on the banking
issue!

Ilon. A. H. Pan ton:- The member for
Sussex is blushing now!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
was anxious to provide the additions for the
Busselton school and, even on the very eve
of the election, did not hesitate to make the
announcement when it saw its way clear to
hav;e the work done and the expenditure in-
curred.

The Minister for Lands: That is why
Bullshrook missed out!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There are many
places that must miss out over the years.
Chickens have a habit of coming bomne to
roost-

Hon. A. 1H. Panton: If the foxes do not
get them!

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: In a year or two-
sooner or later-the present Government will
ha-ve to go on the hustings again, and no
doubt there will be a few of these places
missing, and the Government will be told
about them. Make no error about it; they
will be there!

The Minister for Lands: Then why worry
about them now?

Hon. 3. T. TONKIN: Take the school at
Big Bell, where the children have been
accommodated in disused shops, which they
occupied for six weeks while the previous
Government was in power and for six months
under the present Government-and they
are still there. The Minister says that he
hopes they will not be there very much
longer. I shall venture a guess that they will
still be there at Christmas time. The use of
those shops was wholeheartedly condemned
by the local authority. If that is so, why
does the Government leave the children
there? The Government cannot help it, any
more than the previous Government could
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help it. That is the position the Government
will find itself in next year, and the year
after, with regard to accommodation for
schools. If the Minister provides a new
school at Carnamab, and I agree that that
course is necessary, it means that some other
place has to do without one until there is all
opportunity to make the additional provi-
sion. That position cannot be altered, unless
the Minister for Works should arouse himself
and take the matter in hand.

Mr. MIarshall: He does not look like it
just now. lie has gone into a trance.

Hon. J. T. TONIKIN: I shaill read soniv
extracts and if he is not awake to them now,'
he can peruse them in "Hansard" later on.
A deputation waited on the 'Minister from
the Teachers' Union and presented the fol-
lowing re-solution:

That all schools near existing sewerage
systems be connected with themi and that
where such systems are unavailable, scientific
sanitary systems be installed; that better
washing facilities, more adequate shelter
sheds, fly-proof lunch rooms with tables for
children's lunches, and bicycle sheds be pro-
vided at all schools.

The promises marie by the Government led
these people to be hopeful that these re-
quirements would be provided. That was
the reason -why the deputation from the
Teachers' Union waited upon the Minister
for Works. Here is the Minister's reply-

The position at present was difficult owing
to the shortage of labour and equally essen-
tial the shortage of materials. Ia the metro-
politan area 75 per cent, of the schools were
connected with the sewerage system.

That was done by the previous Government,
which was said to be surrounded with
muddle.

Mr. Marshall: They seem to have stung
him!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister went
on to say-

The architects' deportment was fully alive
for the need of satisfactory sanitation and
had, under trying circumstances, been doing
its beet to make good the deficiencies. The
possibility of chemical installations would be
investigated. He assumed the deputation did
not expect that everything the- resolution
asked for could be tackled at once. If an
erection containing shelter shed, fly-proof
lunch room and bicycle shed under one roof,
could be contrivedp he thought that should
meet the need.

This is the gem-
Unfortunately despite efforts made during

recent years, the accumulation added to by

the depression and since by the war, hadl
piled up considerably and could only be over-
taken bit by bit. He feared that in the next
year or two little could be done; but what
little could be done would not be neglected.

We hope not!

The Minister for Works: I think you hadl
better go back over it again.

Hon. J4. T. TONKIN: No, the Minister
can read about it in "Iasr.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Minister listens
better with his eyes shut!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Pior, to the electioni.
and at a time when "The West Australiani"
was still in a reasonable state of mind and
before it wvent full-out as a partisan iii oil
position to the G1overnmen~it, a leadling artiel,'
was published on the 23rd January, in whirl,
the following appeared-

There remains, however, the problem of
gradually giving effect to all these aspira-
tions. It is easy to point out the deficiencies
of State education in Australia, particularly
in Western Australia with it-s enormous are,,
,and small population, hut the critics do not
always hear in mind that since the turn of
the century, this young country has been in-
volved in two World Wars and a depression.
and has carried out an enormous amount of
developmental work, not all of which by any
means has been fully productive. Every
State Treasurer would willingly spend more
money on education if it were available.

That is a true statement of the position.
" The West Australian" drew attention to th.e
fnet that this country, with its wide open
spaces, and big problems, had been through
two wars and a depression, and it was to
he expected that there would be a consider-
able lag in the provision of educational
facilities. Of course, it would have been
reasonable bad the members of the present
Government admitted this on the hustings
and endeavoured to gain the support of the
people by telling the truth, but instead of'
that they blamed this State, said the situa,-
tion was not the same in other States and
that the position here was solely due to
the ineptitude of the previous Government.
The Minister for Education has been travel-
ling- about the State continually referring
to the lack of accommodation which he finds,
and he said more than once that he had no
idea conditions were so bad. He could not
have travelled about beforehand without hav-
ing any idea. A little thought must have
forced him to the conclusion that the situa-
tion could not be otherwise, because it was
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p)ossihle to find a comparable situation, not
only in every other State of Australia, but
also in America and Great Britain.

The other evening there was present in
this Chamber a young lady who works for
a firm in California, tile principal of which
is the chairman of a local school board. See-
ing the opportunity of getting first band in-
formation about the educational facilities in
California, I questioned her as to whether
there was any difficulty about staffing the
schools or getting sufficient schools to ac-
comnmodate the chidren. Her answer was
somewhat along these lines, "Because of the
acute shortage of accommodation, it was
necessary to adopt a rostering system so
that one group of children attended school
(luring the early part of the day and used
the building and, when they vacated it, an-
other group of children came in and used
the building for the rest of the day,
making one budlding serve the needs
of two. Further, that all sorts of
persons had been pressed into service
to do the teaching and, because of that, the
standard of the teachers was not as high

W*it had been previously or as high as it
s~hould be."

Is not that the story of every other
country? It is the story of Great Britain
where a lack of buildings and a shortage of
teachers have made it necessary to adopt all
sorts of makeshifts. We did that here in
cePrtain districts, In certain parts of Fre-
mantle we had to disperse the children from
the Fremantle Boys7 School and the Princess
May School and utilisie certain rooms in the
S4chools; of 'the outer suiburbs in order that
;nll the children could he taught for the full
time. That is a situation which will be with
us, for some time.

It would take gigantic efforts on the part
of everybody to effect sufficient improvement
to be able to say -within two or three years
that we could reach a situation where we
wouild not have this ncute difficulty. The
Minister, no doubt, is. anxious to put into
operation as quickly uis possible the Act pro-
Viding for the extension of the school-leaving
'agep to 1.5 years. I have no doubt that he
has e-'crilored the possibility of this already
and will do his best to put it into operation
as soon as possible, but he must know that,
:is soon as he does so, he -will accentuate the
are-ommodation difficulties in certain place%
and therefore impose a still greater strain

uponL the resources of the State to build the
necessary schools to provide adequately for
the ehildren.

I, too, congratulate the officers of the
deportment. I say there was no muddle
before. The officers who are there now are
the game officers and are doing the same good
job as; they were doing then, struggling man-
fully to overcome the various shortages eon-
froi-ting them.

Teachers selected for the instruction or
Rubella childreni are, as must be expected,
of outs4tanding quality and are getting re-
salts;. This is very giatifying, not only to
the people of the State generally, hut also
to the parents of the unfortunate children,
because these parents now have hopes that
their children will be educated, whereas pre-
vious ly they thought there was little possi-
bilitv of that occurring. The week before
last I was fortunate enough to meet one of
the parents who was taking a Rubella child
hiomec fronm school. I asked whether she was
satisfteri with the progress that the child
bad made. The child was equipped with one
of the hearing aidsq. She replied that she
was more than satisified and was astonished
that the child in such a short time should
learn as much it bad done. That is typical
of the general progress of these children
because of the excellent work being per-
formed by the teachers who have been
specially selected for the job.

I am glad that the Government has pro-
vided additional funds for an extension of
visual education, which is one of the most
important branches of the system. The Min-
is;ter referred to the fact that this year an
opportunity had hocen afforded for members
to view some of the films that had been made.
Frnfortunately, the Minister's arrangements
-wcre such as to preclude the Possibility Of
any member from this side of the Chamber
attening.zi We were somewhat upset at the
time because many members were anxious to
see' the films.

T l'e Minister for Education: We shall pro-
vide another opportunity and give you plenty
of' time.

I-on. J. T. TONIKIN: We were dis-
appointed at the time because it was not
possible for any of us to be present. Al-
tbouwh I myself had had previous oppor-
trinities and was fully aware of the work
being done, other members on this side of
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the Chamber not so fortunate would have
gladly availed themselves of the opportunity
to see demonstrated the work of such an
excellent character.

Hion. A. R. G. Hawke: One of the mem-
bers on thist side played a leading role in
one of the films.

lion. J. T. TONKIN: This is one section
of the department that must develop if edu-

.aaional ])rogress here is to keep pace with
the progress being made elsewhere, but this
is one of the directions in which the Min-
ister will find it extremely difficult to pro-
vide for country children a standard corn-
paralble with that of the city, because, whilst
it is economically possible to equip a room
for the use of some, hundreds of children, it
is an entirely different proposition where
there arc only seven or eight children in at-
tendance. That illustration will, I think, lend
point to what I said earlier about the im-
possibility of achieving the policy that the
Minister enunciated at Wontan Hills. I
look forward to the big advancement of
Western Australia, because our people are
indeed education-minded. It is remarkable
in these days to find that even people on a
very low rung of the economic ladder are
prepared to sacrifice themselves to educate
their children.

I know of many instances where parents
have left districts in which they have been)
residing for years. They left their homes
in order to move elsewhere to provide -the
best educational facilities for their children.
This seemis to be so abroad, too. I have
had brought under my notice many times
in recent months instances of applications
by people in Great Britain who are anxious
to emigrate to Australia for the purpose of
providing opportunities for their children.
They say that they are well on in years and
it does not matter much as far as they are
concerned, but they do want to provide a
future for their children and so are looking
to Australia and particularly Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Marshall: We have one in the Mines
Department now.

Ron. J. T. TONKIN: It is a good thing
to see people looking to this State in the
belief that educational facilities of a high
standard are available to their children here.
I hope the Government will find it possible
to do much more than is proposed in this

Budget, which I notice does not give any
bigger increase over last year's expenditure
than the last expenditure did over the pre-
vious year's. Consequently, the (foverument
is not moving forward any faster so far, at
all events. Plans are well developed for a
high school education for the various
branches of primary education and I have
no reason to believe that they will not be
carried out and possibly further developed.
The Minister has made it obvious that he
is devoting to his job an energy and capa-
city which auger well for the development
of the department, with the same officers who
were there under the previous Government.
There was no muddle then. There is no
muddle now and, as the physical difficulties
are overcome, so will we find it possible to
give our children a standard of education
which will be at least equal to that of the
other States, if not better.

I hope the Premier will not place too
much faith in the getting of money front
the Commonwealth to provide for large ex-
tensions of education. IU we are fortunate
enough to get that money, well and good;
but let us plan on the assumptiion that we
will not get it, because I think the odds are
very much against it. From time to time
the Education Ministers of various States
have made strong requests to the Common-
wealth for substantial education aid as a
straight-out grant. At one conference which
I attended a resolution was carried that the
Commonwealth be asked for £10,000,000
annually, but the Commonwealth did not
then agree and has not yet agreed. There
is no reason why the Government should
not keep trying, because if it could get the
money it would be very handy, but the
Government should not depend on getting
it. The Government should plan in the
hope that from our owvn resources we shall
lie able to find sufficient to do what we ought
to do. In my opinion, despite the import-
ance of many other departments, education
is fundamental. It is the basis of most of
our schemes.

Without a decent educational system we
must be weak in defence, for example. One
of the strongest arms of defence is the Air
Force. What sort of pilots could we pro-
vide for the Air Force if we did not have
material of a high educational standard to
train I During the last war we had to look
to the high school boys to provide thfl per-
sonnel of the various aircraft and it was
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remarkable how those chosen from this State
compared with those recruited in the other
States. When we have regard to the edu-
cational qualifications of those selected we
stood out very well-

Mr. Bovell: They were second to none.
I can assure you of that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Proving that, our,
educational system was at least equal to the
systems elsewhere. -Whilst we do not claim
that it is all it ought to be-there is room
for vast improvement-we need not be
ashamed of it.

I ask members to east about in their
minds to see what men are occupying the top
jobs in Australia to-day. They will find that
a large number of them are fromn
Western Australia. Many of them occupy
top jobs in the Commonwealth today;
they were taken from the various depart-
meats of this Statd and they received aUL
their education here. To mention a few who
come readily to mind: Dr. Coombs in the
Department of Reconstruction; the -Assistant
Director of the Commonwealth Department
of Education, Mr.% Robertson, who was the
Senior Inspector in the Education Depart-
muent here; more recently, Dr. Teakle, who
left the Department of Agriculture and
went to the University of Queensland; and
still more recently, Mr. Millington of our
Department of Agriculture, who has taken
over a job in South Australia. There are
many more such officers who, in open com-
petition with persons in the other States,
were able, to secure these appoinments, pro;'-
ing that our educational system must be
providing the necessary facilities. So ib is
quite wrong to say that during the years of
office of Labour Governments in this State
the Education Dupartment was in a muddle.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) [10.18J]
I think that most members present, and I
know that all members who come from
country electorates, will agree with me when
I say there is no more vital subject in
country districts than education. When on
the hustings at the last election I fought my
campaign on three subjects, one of which was
education. Since I have been in Parliament
no job has occupied my time more than
that of education. Over a fortnight ago it
was my misfortune, possibly, to have to
follow the member for North-East Pre-
mantle in speaking to a Bill, On that oc-

casion I believe I was more fitted to follow
him than I am on this, because then 1 was
dealing with a subject about which I claim
to know quite a lot. If I did not, it would
be to my discredit. Tonight I am following
the lion, member purely as a resident
of a country district and I anm following a
man who has had a great deal of experience
in the Education Department. When speak-
ing on the last occasion, I started my address
with some heat and accused the bon. member
of being one of three things. I am not going
to start in that way tonight. I am sorry
that there should have been necessity on that
occasion.

lon. J. B. Sleemian: You are sorry you
said it. -

Mr. ACKCLAND: I am sorry for the neces-
sity of having to make them. I think he wai
extremely illogical in many of the things
that lie put before us. He misinterpreted
them on several occasions. One of the com-
plaints that the hon. member had to make
about the Minister for Education was withi
reference to a school that I think is at Big-
Bell; at any rate, it is in one of the gold-

mining districts. The number of school
children had increased very quickly. Tonight
I want 'to talk -about cokiditions in the
Irwin-Mfoore electorate, where the popu-
lation has been growing very slowly indeed:
where settlement, in some instances, took
place during the last century, and some of
it ats late as during the last 16 to 20 years.
I believe I was returned to this House to a
very great extent on the conditions of edu-
cation in that electorate. So bad were they
that one of the first things I did was to try,
successfully, to persuade the Minister for
Education to see things for himself just as
they were.

Rlon. 3. B. Sleeman: How many new
schools did you get out of that?

Mr. ACKLAND: I will tell the hon.
member before I sit down.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: And you will be in
much the same position next time, too.

Mr. ACKLAND: I believe the idea which,
I think, cqme from the member for North-
East Fremantle, of undertaking a policy of
consolidated schools, has much to commend
it; but the way in which it was introduced,
and the haste 'with which it was put into
effect, have resulted in nothing but confusion
in all the schools I know. I have instances
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where schools were already overcrowded and
bus services were inaugurated without any
apparent notice being taken of the condi-
tions that existed. The result is that we
have children being taught under impossible
conditions, both for them and for the school-
tvcers as well.

Hon. J.' T. Ton kin:- If the policy was
wrong, why has it not been reversed?

Mr. ACKLAND: It has.
ll. J. T. Tonkin: No, it has not.

Mr. ACKLsAND: I think I can give proof
of that before I sit down. It certainly has
been postponed in instances.

Ron. J. T. Tonkia: Can you tell me of
one bus that has been taken offI

Mr. ACKLAND: I was particularly care-
ful not to interject when the bon. member
was speaking, though there was plenty of
opportunity for me to do so. I hope he will
show me the same courtesy that I extended
to bin. We have one instance -where the
parents in one of the newly-settled districts
themselves built a shed -which was used as
a school. It was adequate for the children
adjoining that siding. Then the bus ser-
vice w"as inaugurated and the building was
no longer adequate, and the children had to
Move into the hall. W %hen the Mfinister and
I visited them on what was not a particu-
larly wintry day, and a public meeting was
held, we wore all wrapped up in overcoats
and, in some instances, women brought
travelling rugs to keep warm enough to
listen to what was said by the Minister- The
children attending the school were working
under those conditions. Tenders were called
for the erection of a school at that entre.
So far, only one has been received and it
was so high that it was just double the
amount a reasonable tender should be. 1
have called upon the smaller contractors of
Perth in an effort to get someone to build
there, but they are not interested. I think LI
can give a reason for that before I sit down.
Then we had two centres where the schools,
we-re overcrowded; namely, Wongan Hills
and Rallida. Bus services were run to both
tho,.e schools.

Today at Wongan Hills we find the school
establishments, extended over a quarter of
ai mile, the children being in the school and
in any other building that can be leased.
There is a head teacher with two girl teach-
ers, one of whom I believe is only a monitor-

The same thing exactly is happening at
Ballidu. We can go through the 19 schools in
that area and find that in most instances-
though those are the three most glaring casi-s
-the same sort of conditions exist. I under-
stand from the Minister-indeed, I know it
is a fact-that in one instance he will not
allow a bus service to operate-that is at a
place called Miling-until some provisions
for reasonable and proper school aceommo-
dation can he made.'The idea of consolidat-
ing schools is quite good. It Is far better
for school children to he brouight together
so that they can have a greater number of
teachers, and teachers who arfe spectialists ini

their own subjects; but the way in which
this was done prior to the present Govern-
inent coining into office was all wrong, andi
it has resulted in nothing but chaos. I1 was
asked just now whether anything had been
done by the present Government to relieve
thle position.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No; to reverse the
position.

'Mr. ACKLAND: It has been done. In
three centres already temporary accommoda-
tion' has been made available, inasmuch a.-;
school buildings that have been standing idle
and were becoming dilapidated through Jack
of use have been transferred to provide
scheoolrooms, so that the children canl have
better facilities.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I do not want to keep
interjecting, hut what I would like you to
tell ale is whether any bus service I inaugui-
rated has been discontinued by this Govern-
meat.

.Mr. ACKLAND: In my district, no. T
do not know what has happened anywhere
else.

lion. J. T. Tonkin: That is the test.
Mr. ACKLAND: That is not the test,

for the simple reason that those schools
bad already been dismantled and the child-
ren taken front them could not be sent back
there. iTt is a physical impossibility, be-
cause the schools are no longer there. The
children have to he given some education,
and facilities will be provided, and are being
provided, as I have mentioned. While T am
speaking of bits services, I would like to ask
the Minister to give consideration to making
the remuneration of bus contractors more in
keeping wvit h the. work they are trying to
undertake. I understanld that except in one
or two instances the maximium amount paid
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has been is9. 3(1. per mile. In several in-
staunces of which I have personal knowledge
these men are beginning to realise that it is
quite impossible for them to carry on and
use the sort of buts that it is rightly being in-
sisted on by the department must be used, to
take the children to school. Some competent
body-not ncessarily one outside the Edu-
cation Department-which could co-opt
further information if necessary, should be
appointed to go into the cost of these buses,
their maintenance, a sinking fund and a rea-
sonab~le living wage for the manl who
operates tiem, to find out the correct sum
to be paid so that the job can be done effec-
tively.

Another matter to which I wish to refer
is one that has given me a great deal of
worry' for a considerable time, and that is
the question of Communism coming into the
education of this State. I believe that at
the U'niversitv there is a distinct trend to-
wards Communism. Our teachers when go-
ing throug-h that institution, and I believe
the Training College too, conic under a defi-
nite influence which has a bearing towards
disloy' alty to the Crown. We see quite a lot
of it in the young teachers in the country
districts. Theirs is not a good influence onl
the children. There should be a tightening
lip of the curriculum by which the tcacherA
would he forced to give lessons having a
hearing on the Empire and Australia.. In
the city there is a secondary school-there
may be others-at which, each morning at
assembly, the children before marching into
their class-rooms stand at attention while the
the Australian flag is run to the head of the
flag-staff. It may' be suggested that that is at
lot of flag-wagging. To me it is a matter of
extreme importance. It encourages the
children to express their loyalty both) to
Australia and the Empire.

The 'Minister lios, over and over aga ilin,
safid that hie intends while administeriniz the
portfolio of Education to not first things
first. I believe he is conscientiouslY doing
that. He is first dealing with the schlools
most urgently it) need of attention. When
thley' are dealt with I believe he will go on
with the buildingr of consolidated schools,
and then the estalblishment or Junior and
high schools. IH that is his objective, it has
mly lin4ial ified su pport. We eni se in-
stances of such at programme bvinur adopted
in the country today. I believe that with

[lie erection of junior and high schools in
the country districts the local people will be
1110r' than willing to assist the department
iii p~vdn hostels for the children during
the school days of the week. It would be
at good thing for the children of sixth
standard and upwards to be kept in suelh
living conditions whilst at school. I have
a great admiration for what the Minister
has accomplished (luring thie few months lie
has been in 0fficc. In my electorate he found
a tremendous amount of confusion.

Hion. A. H. Panton: I think you will he
a corporal in no time!

_1r. ACKLAND: I think so. That con-
fusion was brought tLbout almost entirely
by eioumencing the consolidation before 'ye
wvere ready for it; there were no building.,
to accommodate the children. I also pay a

- tribute to the secretary of the department.
le is the only Education Department official
in Perth wvith whom T have come in contact.
1 have worried him considerably during the
last six or seven months, and have at all
times founid him Iarticularly helpful. For
the teachers in my electorate, I have nothingl
but sympathy. They are trying to do a job
tint.er most appalling conditions.

Progress reported.

BILL-OPTOMETRISTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Perkins in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.

Clause 5-Amendment of Section 32:

Hon. A. H. PANTON: In speaking to the
second reading of this Bill I was somewhat
critical. The Bill is an outstanding example
of the need for a full explanation of what
it proposes to do being given by the Min-
ister, On the face of it Clause 5 means that
lifter a university student passes his first and
second years, and is in his third or fourth
Year lie can then enter anl optometrist's
premises and do certain work under the
sflpiervision of a registered optometrist.
There is nothing in the Bill or the Act to
pTavide hlow he shall he paid, how long lie
shall he there, or wvhen lie shall become
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registered as an optometrist. I do not blamev
the Honorary Minister, as she gave the House
all the information she had. My complaint
is that she was not given the information
that should have been made available to
her.

I placed an amendment on the notice
paper, but since then I have discussed the
matter with Professor Currie, of the Uni-
versity, who I think instigated the proposal
that there should be optometry classes at
the University. He assures me that the
proposal is that students studying opto-
metry, after passing the second year, can
be admitted to an optometrist's premises and
under a registered optometrist do at least
15 hours per week, while also doing about
15 hours per week at the University. In
that way they will get both technical and
practical training over four years. If my
amendment were carried it would mean the
end of the University- course, because they
would only have done the two years and my
amendment provided for at least 12 months
so that they would then automatically be-
come registered. I am informed by Pro-
fessor Currie that there is contained in regu-
lations-which may not yet have been
printed-provision that after they have had
at least 15 hours lper week at the Univergity'
and 15) hours per week under a registered
optometrist over the period, at tWe end of
four years they will automatically become
rewistered. In view of that, I have nothing
further to say about the Bill as presented
by the Honorary Minister.

Clause put and passed.

Title -- agreed to.

Bill reported without nmnendmen t and the
ri.po't adopted.

flouf.qc odjourne'l at 10.45 p.2n.

X~Eegizhxtiuet (gouuriL
Tuesday, 4th November, 1947.
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1. B..................... ...... ...
Road Districts Act Amendment (No. 2), Is ...
Companies Act Amendment,.Corn., report
optometrists Act Amendment, returned
Town Planning and Development Act Amend-

ment, Corn.. report
Shreet Photographers, 2R. .. .. ..
Wheat Marketing, 2A...........
Commonwealth Power. Act, 1943, Amendment,

Corn., report .. .. ..
Commonwealth Power. Act, 1045. Amendment,

2,c., Corn., report . . ..
Child Welfare, 2. ....................
Land Alienation Ratriction Act Amendment

(Continuance), 29................. ....

PAGT:
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1044
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1044

1044
1644
MCI5

I046

1047
16414
1633
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1054
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1063

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BULLB.

Messages from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:

1, Dentists Act Amendment.

2, Stipendiary Magistrates Act Amend-
ment.

3, Coal Mine Workers (Pensions)
Amendment.

4, Public Service Act Amendment.

5, Crown Suits.

63, Public Trustee Act Amendment.

Act

BILLS (6)-FIRST READINiG.

1, Stallions Act Amendment.

2, Plant Diseases, Act Amendment (No.
1).

Tntroduced by the Honorary Minister.

3, Increase of Rent (War Restriction%)
Act Amendment.

4, Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act
Amendment (Continuance).

5, Municipal Corporations Act Amiend.
nvm:t (No. 2), (laon. E. 11. Gray ini
chargep).

6, Rowd District9 Act Ameinment(N
2) (lion. Ei. H. Cray in charge).

I evcrived from the Assemiby
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