1604

Tiegislative Aszsewhly.
Thursday, 30th October, 1947,

Persona) explanotlon, Mr. Smith ond Increase of
Rent (War Restrletions) Act Amendment Bill
Lills:  Tncrease of Hent {Waor HRestrictlons) Act
Amendment, 3g,
Farmers' Debta Adjustment Act Amendment
{Continugnce), report ... v 1603
Munalcipal Corporations Act Amendment (No. 2),
report ... 1805
Road Distrlets Aet Amendment {N¢. 7}, report
Industry (Advonces), Messnze, 2R. ... 1006
Rure! ond Industries Bank Act Amendment, 2n,
Optometriats Act Amendinent, Com., report ... 1643
Aonnunl El;thnnr.en, 1947-48; Vofes wnd items dis-
Clre "

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Mr. Smith and Increase of Rent (War Res-
trivtions) et Amendment Bill,

MR. SMITH (Brown Hill-Tvanhoe)
{4.34]: I crave the indulgence of the House,
Mr, Speaker, in order to make an explana-
tion regarding some remarks that T made
1ecently on the Increase of Rent {War Re-
strictions}) Aet Amendment Bill, which wag
introdueed by the Attorney General, I
tlesire to complain ahout a report of my
remarks on that occasion, published in the
“Kalgoorlie Miner” in the issne dated Mon.
day, 27th October, 1947. Under the heading
“Assembly Debates” and the sub-heading
“Goldfields Topies Reviewed,” written anony-
mously by a person using the pseudonym of
“John Dee,” there appears, at the foot of
the column, a report which purports to be
my remarks in connection with the amend-
ment providing for the exelusion of licensed
premises from the operation of the Act. This
portion of the report is under a subheading
“Goldfields Hotels” and it states:—

In » long sitting on Thursday the only point
of particular interest to the goldfields was g
tilt by the member for Tvanhoe-Brownkill, Mr,
lF‘t ?. Smith, at hotels, cspecially goldfields
totels,

He was speaking on an amendment to the
Rent Restrictions Act to exclude hotel licenseas
from the proteetion of the Act as regards
termination of tenmancy.

The hotels and the Lieensing Court had not
discharged their duty to the publie, he said,
With the aid of the court many hotels, pars
tieularly in goldfields towns, maintained a
monopoly which they abused by not giving
service to the public. One hotel he had in mind
had been allowed te spend £2,000 on its bar,
but had not been required to spend.anything
on it lavatory accommodation or bedrooms
which were a disgrace.
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That part of the report is nothing but a
deliberate and malicious misrepresentation
of my remarks when speaking to that
amendment, With your permission, Sir, I
will read what I did say on that occasion,
50 that members may see for themselves how
what I +aid has been misrepresented. My
remarks were as follows:—

‘We ean always be asured of raising an argu-
menti in this Chamber on apy ¢uestion dealing
with licensing. This is o matter in which there
are some difficulties in the way of making a
decigsion. We wmwost weigh the arguments of
both sides to see which has the greater weight,
and give our decision accordingly. Licensces
of hotels are charged with a grave responsibility
to the peaple of this State and to its revenue-
earning possibilities through the service they
¢an render to tourists who might bLe anxious
to sce the attractions we have to offer,
attractions about  which  memberss  will
hear romething during  the debate on the
Estimatcs. XNo member c¢an conscientiously
aver that all licensees in this State have dis-

.. charged their responsibilities to the camniunity.

That applies also to the Licensing Court, which
over the years has shown n distinet bias in its
outlook, in favour of bar trade and not resi-
denfial aeccommodation. T know of one hotel
where the lavatory accommodation i3 a dis-
grace, yet the Licensing Court agreed to that
hotel spending £2,000 on the bar, hut did not
compel it to improve the lavatory or bathroom
accommodation. The member for East Perth
says that these are licensed premises, which
should therefore not be excluded from the
measure. In my opinion that is why they
should be exeluded,

In many countrics hotels are not licensed
and anyone can provide such a sérvice to the
public. The result is that the hotels provide
good accommedation and meals, as well as
spirituous and fermented liquors. The service
to the publie is guaranteed by the favt that
anyone is entitled to start up in opposition.
In seme of our country towns there is a vir-
tunl monopoly, as there may be only one hotel.
There was only one hotel at Norseman for a
leng while after there should have heen two,
and there are only two at that centre now.
Both owner and lessec have a responsibility to
the public. T have heard no protest from
liecnsees regarding this amendment, which has
received wide publicity. Under the Licensing
Aet it is possible for an owner to take action
against g lessce who does not scrve the public
properly. I have scen such action taken and the
eourt has terminated the lease, but this amend-
ment does mot dea! with the termination of
existing leases. Tf an hotel lease haa two or
three vears to run thiz provision will not affeet
it until after that time.

Mr. Graham: Most of the leases have already
expired and the tenaney is mow on a weekly
basis.

Mr. SMITH: T know of an hotel in Kal-
goorlie where the lease had only two years to
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run. The lessee tried to get rid of it but could
not get anyone to take it over, as it needed a
lot of money spent on it and the expenditure
was mot justified without a long lease that
would give some possibility of recouping the
expenditure. An extension of that leage for
anoher seven years was secured and £2,000 is
to be spent to put the hotel into decent con-
dition. Lessces want to know where they will
stand when their leases expire, and the owners
also wish to know what their position is to be,
Maony lessees are anxious to seeure a rencwal
of their lenses. Omne man went into an hotel
in Subiaco and in ingoing and rent paid £50
per week. ITe was there for seven years, and
at the end of that time, if the owner was not
willing to renew the lease on the same terms,
he knew he would have to get a new lease.
The owner in such a case wounld be within his
rights in taking the hotel over, and that is the
hasis vpon which a licensee goes into an hotel.
The time has come wlhen the intereats of the
people of the State should be comsidered, as
against the interests of the licensecs, many of
whom have neglected their responsibilities.

To this anonymons writer, “John Dee,” 1
say that there ave in hig report of these par-
tieular remarks, a deliberate and malicions
misrepresentation of what I said. It is an
abuse of the privileges of this House. I
could have moved under another Standing
Order, and uvnless I get some redresg in this
matter I shall have to consider doing so.
Reporters have certain privileges and cer-
tain obligations. With a speech such as I
made, for any reporier to have said that I
tilted especially at Goldfields hotels, when
the whole of my remarks had a State-wide
application, as was indicated in what I bhave
just read and which ean be seen in ‘“Han-
sard,” is utterly wrong. Particularly is
that so when he econld go on fo assert that
T said— )

With the aid of the court many hotels, par-
ticalarly in Goldfields towns, maintained a
monopoly which they abused by not giving
service to the publie.

To attribute to me such a statement is a
deliberate lie on the part of that reporter.
1 said npothing of the kind. There was
maliee aforethought behind sueh a report.
That also applies to his reference to my
drawing attention to the condition of bed-
rooms in hotels in this Siate. [ said nothing
about bedrooms.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is a pity the pub-
lisher was not more eareful.

Mr. SMITH: Yes, it is a wonder. I do
not know but I think this representative
whoever he is—this anonymous writer—has
misled and let him down. I do not think
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“The Kalgoorlie Miner” would deliberately
do snch a thing. I draw the attention of the
House to the fact that this particular
column, which is to be written up hy this
anonymous writer, js to be a weekly contri-
bution and as this is the first of them, if
we do not draw attention to the matter now,
we will not know where we will he by the
end of the session, I trust that, having
drawn your attention, Mr, Speaker—as well
as bringing it before the, House—to this
misrepresentation that has appeared, “The
Kaigoorlie Miner” will make due amends to
me,

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR RE-
STRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT,

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,

BILLS (3)—REPORT.

I, Farmers’ Debt Adjustment Act Amend-
ment (Continuance),

2, Municipal Corporations Ae¢t Amend-
ment (No. 2).

3, Road Distriets Act Amendment (No.
2).

Adopted.

BILL—-INDUSTRY (ADVANCES).
MMessage.

Message from the Lient.-Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

-

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. McLarty—
Murray-Wellington) [4.47] in moving the
second reading said: When the Rural and
Industries Bank was established it was in-
tended that it should take over the work
previously donme by the Agricultural Bank
28 well as become an ordinary trading bank.
One of the functiong to be ecarried out by
the Rural Bank was to become the agent
for the Government in rendering finaneial
assistance previonsly made by the Treasurer
under the Industries Assistance Act. See-
lion 24 of the Act authorised the Treasurer
to grant assigiance {o any person engaged
in mining or other industry who eould
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satisfy bim that in the interests of the
State such assistance should be given—

Hon. A, H. Panton: That is a pretty
hard job.

The PREMIER: —ang that it was not
practicable for the applicant to obtain the
required assistance through ordinary chan-
nels, except with finaneial assistance from
the Treasury. By Section 5 of the Rural
and Industries Bank Act, 1944, Seetion 24
of the Industries Assistance Act was re-
pealed, Certain machinery provisions were
embodied in the Rural and Industries Bank
Act which, it was thought, gave the
Treasurer the right to grant assistance that
he had previonsly exercised under the In-
dustries Assistanee Act. The powers of the
Treasurer in this respect have been gneried
and the law officers of the Crown Law De-
partment agree that there is a doubt as to
whether the Rural and Industries Bank Aet
gives the required authority, To overcome
the diffieulty, approval is now sought to the
passing of this Bill.

In addition te authorising the Treasurer
to do what it was thought he had power
to do under the Rural and Indusiries Bank
Act, the Bill validatey any assistance given
by the Treasurer since the commencement
of that legislation. The Solicitor General
considers that the ohjeet ean be better
achieved by the introduction of this Bill
than hy amending the Rural and Induvsiries
Bank Act., I wish to emphasise that the
purpose of the measure is to give to the
Treasnrer beyond any doubt powers which
it has always heen considere@ he possessed
and which are essentia] for the encourage-
ment and development of indostry.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Doeg this come
under the agency section of the bank?

The PREMIER: Yes, under the general
banking section. Many indnstries have been
assisted in this way and the Bill will also
validate any assistance granted between the
repeal of Seetion 24 of the Industries As-
sistance Act and the passage of this legis-
lation. I think I have clearly explained the
intention and move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. H. Panton, debate
adjourned.

[ASSEMBLY.]

BILL—RURAL AND INDUSTRIES
BANK ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. L.
Thorn—Toodyay) [4.52] in moving the
sccond reading said: At the outset I should
like to explain that I propose to deal with
the Rural Bank penérally when speaking
on the Estimates, The activities of the bank
at the moment are very brisk, and thi:
amendment is neeessary to permit of the
bank aceepting the business that is offering.

The amendments to the Act embodied in
the Bill are designed to give the Commis-
sloners greater clasticity in the making of
advances to clients of the bank.  Section
58 of the Act vesiricts the making of ad-
vances to a limit of £10,000, which sum ean
only be cxceeded subjeet to special eireum-
stances, whieh apply mainly to the transfer
of the activities of a farmer to other sce-
tious of agrienlture. 'With the impending
possibility of the nationalisation of bank-
ing, the business of the bank will be con-
siderably extended and the restrietion of
advances to £10,000 will preclude the Com-
missioners from transacting a considerable
amount of sound business. It is desirable
that they have the powers contained in the
Bill in order that they may he able to meet
all contingeneies in the matter of lending
money in circumstances which, I believe, are
likely to arise, in order that they may be
in a position to transact business without
the restriction of limits where the security is
sound and the business satisfactory.

Because of the provisions of Section 58
(a) of the Act and the necessity for giving
the Commissioners wider powers, the whole
of paragraphs (a) and (d) of that section
must be deleted so as to remove the restric-
tions that were imposed. The proposed
amendment of Section 65 (b) is consequen-
tial and necessary to the wider powers pro-
vided under amending paragraph (a). The
amendment as proposed will give the Com-
missioners those powers which are neeessary
to and consistent with the provisions of
Sections 19 and 46, and the powers so con-
ferred are also necessary for the require-
ments of general banking that the Commis-
sioners are required to undertake. Section
19 (b) provides that the Commissioners
shall and may exercise anthority to carry
on the business of banking generally in all
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forms authorised and recognised by law.
Seetion 46 (g) further empowers the Com-
migsioners to do any of the following
things :—

Grant overdrafts payable on demand to per-
sons who are depositors of money in the bank,
whether ¢arrying on any rural indusiry or
other industry or not, on the security of land,
crops, wool, live-stock, plant or machinery,
porsonal security, guaraniees, promissory notes,
bills ot exchange or any other security approved
of by the Commissioners.

It will be readily appreciated that the Com-
inissioners would be quite agreeable to pro-
viding financial accommodation to sound and
suceessful institutions if they were not res-
tricted by the limit of £10,000, and so we
desire to remove the restriction in order to
give cffect to the provisions to which I have
referred. With the restrictions placed upon
them, the Commissioners are unable, cven
where the seemrity is gilt-edged, fo make
any advances cxeceding the sum stipulated
in the Act. The difficulties created by the
£10,000 restriction have more or less been
overcome hy agreement with the Treasury
s0 that the necessary accommodation conld be
provided from the Ruoral Bank and Govern-
ment Agency Section.  This, however, has
proved to be unsatisfactory for the reason
that delay was experienced in dealing with
business and bookkeeping diffienlties also
arose, and the business that would normally
and properly be that of the Rural Bank
Department was divided by tbe unwarrant-
ed restriction and necessitated division of
the sccurity between the two departments.

The proposed amendment will enable the
Commissioners to transact the whole of the
business on Rural Bank Account, without
the necessity for obtaining ihe State Treas-
urer’s agreement, and at the same time it
will remove the gther diffienlfies to which
T have referred.  The Commissioners will
he restricted to limiting advances to 70 per
cent. of the sale value of the security, except-
ing in cases where good cause is shown te
their satisfaction. The reason for an
cxception being provided can be appre-
ciated from the following set of eiveum-
stances :—Seetion 46 (g) empowers the
Commissioners to lend money, by way
of overdraft, without }imif, on personal
security, guarantees, promissory notes, bills
of exchange, or any other security approved
by them and, in these cases, 70 per cent. of
the value of the security ‘eould not possibly
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apply.  For instance, it is competent for
them to advance up to 100 per cent, on gilt-
edged securities, such as Government bonds.
cte.

In cases where i is nesessary to transfer
a farming undertaking from one farming
activity to apother, further funds may .be
required in order to have such reeonstrue-
tion work earried out. The amending para-
graph provides the.Commissioners with those
powersg which are necessary and which are
congistent with earlier scetions. In general
terms the Bill aims at providing the Com-
missioners of the Rural and Industries Bank
with powers cnabling them to give effect to
the intentions of the Act; lbat is to say, to
earry on business in all its forms, to provide
financial aecommodation where the seeurity
is good and gilt-edged, and to make agd-
vanees in excess of 70 per cent. where the
seeurity is without doubt, to make advances
up to 70 per cent, of the sale value of the
security when loans are made on farm land
securities, indnstries, ete., except in such
cases where for sound reasons advances are
required in excess of that sum. The pro-
posed amendment is not loosely eonstructed,
as the responsibility of the Commissioners,
of the bank in exceeding such limit of 70
per cent, of the sale value of the security
is substantially emphasised, It gives me
much pleasure to move—

That the Bill be now rvead a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. H. Panton, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1947-48.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 28th October;
Perking in the Chair.

Vote—Forests, £54,285:

My,

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
D. R. McLarty—Murray-Wellington) [5.1]:
For the financial year 1946-47 timber royal-
ties yiclded £142,756, cxeeeding the Esti-
mate by £7,750. Whilst the demand for
timber is increasing, the industry is still af-
feeted by shortage of manpower and it will
hi necessary for the department to eontinue
its assistance to the mills by supplying
labour for falling, ete. During the ecoming

ear it is expected that three. additional
mills—two sawmills and one casemill—will
eommence operations. The revenue from
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royalties, it is estimated, will increase fur-
ther by approximately £7,250 to £150,000.

Following the passing of the Forests Act
in 1919, a defailed assessment was made
of the marketable timber available through-
out the South-West; and, based on this in-
formation, working plans were prepared for
jarrah and karri, These working plans,
which have baep revised from time to time,
provide for the regulation cut from Crown
lands and State forests: For general puar-
poses mills, approximately 600,000 loads of
Jarrah and karri per annum in the round;
for sleeper mills, approximately 25,000 loads
in the square, This cut is equivalent to
225,000 loads in the square of sawn timber.
Owing to delays in establishing new mills
and to difficulty in obtaining labour even
for existing mills, production is con-ider-
ably below this fizure. Tt stands at present
at approximately 150,000 loads in the
square. During the past two years numerous
additional small mills have been established
to operate on logs obtained from private
property. These 70 new mills indicate the
valne of and demand for jarrah and karri
and are demonstrating the suceessful utilisa-
tion of small-size and low-quality logs,

While Australia as o whole faces 2 serious
timber shortage, having always imported
mere than one-third of her requirements,
Western Australin 13y fortunate in hav-
ing a surplus beyond her immediate needs
with her present small population. This
surplus consists of high-quality hardwoods
which are in such great demand oversea
and which bave been exported to almost
all countries of the world. At present
some timber is being sent to the sister
States of South Australia and Vietoria,
which are able to obtain only seanty sup-
plies elsewhere. In anticipation of a severc
shortage of world timber supplics following
the war, the Forests Department sold addi-
tionat sawmilling areas to enable the State
to make as large a contribotion as possible
to Australian and Empire requirements, con-
sistent with sound management of our exist-
ing forest resources.

I regret that owing to shortage of man-
power these mills have not heen huilt. More-
over, the tota]l produetion is still only about
two-thirds of the permissible yield of the
State. This unfortunately prevents Western
Australin from taking advantage of luera-
tive markets oversea and building up a

[ASSEMBLY.]

strong trade for the immediate future. The
jmportance of the timber trade to the Stale
is well known; and, with an annual produe-
tion value approaching £3,000,000 for all
produoets, on a return to normal conditions
it will continug to exert a powerful in-
fluence upon the development of the State.
Every cffort must be made to preserve it.
Jarvah forests hitherto regarded as -com-
paratively poor and therefore sought for
settlernent, yield valuable timber today for
sawmilling and in the interests of the con-
tinuity of the timber industry must be re-
tained as forests for the time being.

A small revenue is expected from royaltics
on mallet bark. There are small areas of
natural mallet siands in the Narrogin dis-
triet which are being stripped for bark. The
bark is an important souree of tannin. We
are hopeful of supplyving the local demand
for this bark from the native stands until
the plantations, already estahlished to the
extent of 17,000 acres, are ready for thin-
ning, as they will be within the next fow
years, when a regular supply should b
available from this souree. T think the pre-
gent plantings are about 100 acres per
annum. The small sum obtained from the
sale of wandoo logs to the tannin extract
plant at Boddington does not give any in-
dication of the extent of the operations of
this factory, whose main souree of supply
is at present from private property. Owing
to the recovery of the market for sandal-
wood in the Far East, revenue from thix
source last year amonnted to £93,686. With
a buoyant export trade and the demand for
sandalwood for oil distillation, it is antici-
pated that reeeipts from this source will, dur-
ing 194748, reach £100,000.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Have you any iden
how much youn have stacked now?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: No.
I cannot give the hon. member that informa-
tion. Departmentsal, inspection and wmis-
cellancous fees, sales of trees and seedlings
and pine timber are expected to yield
£100,000 more than the previous year. Owing
to the curtailment of firewood production,
receipts from this source will drop by £6,500,
resulting in a net decrease of £5,500 under
the heading of Departmental. From tha
small area of pine plantations, consisting
of 13,000 acres, 320,000 cubic feet in the
round were removed as thinnings during
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the year 1946-47. These thinnings can be
expeeted to inercase in volume from now on.
They contribute in a gmall way towards our
requirements of softwoods for eases, turn-
ing, joinery and puller logs for plywood.
T think that any members who have not
had a chance to inspeet some of these pine
plantations should take the opportunity to
do so. They would then get an indication
of just what wealth is being produced from
some of the poorest of our land.

What surprised me most when I visited
4 pine plantation rceently weve the experi-
ments that have been carried out to show
what superphosphate will do to encouragd
the growth of pine trees. In the middle of
a pine Dlantation, a small area was wired
off in which there were a number of trees
that had never made any growth; in fact,
some appeared to be almost dead, and others
had a most unbealthy look. That was only
because they had not had a little superphos-
phate given to them by hand when they were
planted. If any mcmbers are interested
and would like to see what is being done
on these pine plantations, srrangements
could be made to let them do so.

On the expenditure side, the estimate for
salaries for 1947-48 iz £30,560, an increase
of approximately £3,000 over last year. The
inereased expenditure is mainly due to a rise
in the basic wage and the appointment of
additional staff owing to inereased activity
in the timber indusiry. Provision is made
for £1,500 under the heading of “incidentals™
for the establishment of a nursery at Kal-
goorlic and three arborefa to propagate trees
in the dry areas of the State. Efforts with
these ‘species at the Hame] nursery havé
not been suceessful. Sales will he made to
farmers and public bodies. Travelling and
mileage allowances and other incidentals are
expected to inercase by approximately £300.

Dealing with the Smber industry regula-
tions, expenditure under this heading covers
travelling and other expenses of two in-
spectors and the printing of forms  and
stationery required under the Timber
Industry Regulation Act. With regard to
pine conversion, in addition to a continuance
of last year's operafions, three new pine
mills will commence operations in the com-
ing vear at Harvey Weir, Ludlow and East
Kirup.
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Mr. May: Are those plantations much of
a suctess? They did ot appear to be trom
the outside.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: 1
think there is considerable valuc in them.
I do not know of any pine-forest that can-
not be classed as a success, though some
are better than others.

Mr. May: It did not seeml to be the mosi
suitable pine.

Mr. Reynolds: There have been some
wonderful sticks of timber from Ludlow.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I hope
to have a look at them hefore long, and

perbaps the hon. member will come with
me.

Mr. May: I would be delighted. They
do net appear to be very good, from the
outside.

The MINISTER POR FORESTS: At the
three plantations I have mentioned, work
will begin at the mills during the coming
year, while thinning operations at the Col-
lier Plantation will provide logs for con-
version. Basic wage increases are also re-
flected in this item, which is estimated to
exceéd the 1946-47 evpenditure by £3,000.
The value of pine timber for many pur.
poses and the desirability of making the
State self-supporting in the matter of
soft-wood supplies and the possible need
to angment supplies of timber in, say, 30
years® (ime, when the cut from our hard-
wood foresis may have to be reduced, all
point to the necessity for additional areas.
The Government has given consideration
to finding these suitable areas, and I think
there pre many of them throughout the
State.

In regard to the direct conversion of
forest produce, the greater portion of ex-
penditure under this heading is for the
produetion of firewpod for the Goldfields
Water Supply Nos. 1 and 2 Pumping
Stalions, where reserve stueks are very
low. It is proposed to cut 14,500 tons in
the Mundaring division and rail 5,000 tons
from stacks in the Dwellingup Division,
From these latter stacks it is intended, pro-
vided rail transport is available, to for-
ward 10,0000 tons to metropolitan wood-
yards and 1,000 tons for other Govern-
ment Tequirements, leaving a balanee of
5,000 tons available for Nos. 1 and 2 pumps
next year. Direct econversion in the Kirup
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Division provides firewood for the de-
hydration factory at Donnybrook, while
operations at other centres supply logs for
sawmilling and the plywood factory. The
estimated expenditure of £40,250 is ap-
proximately £8,000 less than last year,
owing to the reduction in firewood-cubting
operations,

Expenditure under these Estimates is a
charge against revenue from the forests,
after which three-fifths is paid into the
Reforestation Fund. Defails of the pro-

posed expenditure from this fund have al- .

ready been fabled, and provide for an ex-
penditure of £180,000 for the current finan-
cial year. No efforts must he spared in
the care and rehabilitation of our virgin
and eut-over forests. Fire has eaused un-
told harm in the past. While destruction
by this eanse has been checked in a con-
siderable arca of the northern forests, fur-
ther developmental work, is required to
consolidate the position and the extreme
South-West has yet to bhe brought under
protection,

Ontstanding work in the field of pine
putrition and pine establishment has been
done in this State, paving the way for ex-
pansion of the already successful planta-
tions cstablished. Some of these, together
with our mallet plantations, are oufstand-
ing examples of the use of otherwise waste
land. The need for additional timber, if
our State ig to achieve the development
expected, requires ns to set in train im-
mediately a programme of afforestation de-
velopment. An appreciable expansion of
the activities of the Forests Department
cannot be expected immediately becanse of
the shortage of manpower and equipment
and housing, but the first steps will be the
provision of modern tractor and bulldozer
equipment for the primary work of open-
ing up roads of access and firelines. Ad-
vantage was taken of the holding of the
Empire Forestry Conference in London
this year to send a representative from this
State in the person of the Conservator of
Forests so that he might obtain the latest
information about the Hdevelopments in
forestry science.

Hon. A, A. M. Coverley: That 13 one
rood job you have done.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I was

oing to say that I noted, when I called for
the file regarding this eonference, that my
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predecessor in the office of Minister for
Forests, the member for Kimberley, was
very keen that the Conservator should at-
tend this conference, and I agree if is
necessary that we should seek the most
seientific and praetical advice possible in
regard to forests. I am sure there will not
be any eriticism of the Government for
sending abroad the Conservator to attend
this Empire Conference. The member for
Kimberley knows he is a man who has a
tremendous amount of interest in his work,
and not only does he work by day but also
by night. I feel that his trip abroad will
be of benefit to forestry work in this State
generally.

Hon. A, H, Panton: Will members be
able to see his report? It should be an
interesting one.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I
have not yet read the report of the Con-
servator, although I have had long dis-
cussions with him, T agree with the mem-
ber for Leederville that it will be inferest-

-ing to read that document, and T will see
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whether it ecan be made available to mem-
bers., ., The Government intends to pursue
a vigorous policy te encoursge forestry
and to protect our forest estate and our
timber industry, for it must not be for-
gotten that the maintenance of cxisting
important industries is vital to the State.
I have given a general outline of our
forestry. I have heard some eriticism ahout
the amount of timber that we are sending
out of the State. Some people sre of the
opinion that we are exporting too much,
I assure members that we will not allow
our housing position to suffer because of
the timber we export. It is our in{ention
to review the position immediately in order
that we shall not be short of any particu-
lar class of timber because of exports.

Mr. May: Will you make sure of a plenti-
ful supply of flooring boards while you are
doing that?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: We
will make sure about our timber, in every
direetion.

Mr. Hegney: Is that timber exported
outside the Commonwealth?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: Ves,
and inside, too.

Mr. Fox: Suppose you want haths from
another State, and it wants our timber?
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The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I am
coming to that. If any member considers
that a particular elass of timber is being
exported to the detriment of our own hous-
ing programme I shall be glad to hear from
him. I assure members that immediate
consideration will be given to such com-
plaints,

Mr. Hoar: What is being exported today
~—about 35 per cent?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I
thought T might have that question shot
at me, so I came prepared for it. The pro-
gramme of sawn timber produetion for the
corrent six months, July-December this
vear, provides for the following amounts
monthly :—

Loads, per cent.
Western Australia 10,250 60,
Interstate 3,040 23%
Exports Oversen 2,700 16

16,890 100

The distribution of the 10,250 loads set
aside for consumption within Western Aus-
tralia is, roughly, as follows:—

Loads.

Houses, at the rate of 3,000 per '
annum . . 3,250
Sleepers 1,530
Cases and case timber .. 1,200

Building up yard stocks or for

seasoning 500
For general nse 3,300
Total .. 10,250

The member for South Fremantle sug-
gested, so I understand, that if we do not
export some timber we may suffer in re-
gard to certain materials or articles that
we need from the Eastern States. That
is so. We are dependent on the Eastern
States for many of our housing require-
ments.  To assist other States, particu-
larly South Australia and Viectoria, which
are short of timber for their housing pro-
grammes, and urgently need what we ean
allow, we permit of a certain amount being
exported. By doing that we get from them

rertain commodities which allow us to con- :

tinue with our building programme. We all
know that the timber industry is short of
manpower. Some big mills, in the elector-
ate of the member for Nelson, would be
started at once if the necessary manpower
could be obtained.  The Government is
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anxious that these mills should eommence
and that timber produection be stepped up.

HON. A, A. M. COVERLEY (Kimber-
ley) [56.26]: I do not see much difference be-
tween the Estimates presented by the Min-
ister for Forests and those introdueed by
the previous Government last session. For
that reason, I shall not keep the Committee
very long in declaring that I have much
pleasure in supporting the Estimates. The
one and only vast difference that I see be-
tween the introduction of these and the
previous Estimates is that on this oceasion
we have a convert to the Forests Department.
Whereas T came from the heart of the timber
industry in the South-West and have been
a constant supporter and believer in the
Forests Deparment, 1 am afraid my sueces-
sor, by virtue of his farming interests, has
preferred to see land cultivated for the pur-
pose of running dairy cows, or something
eise. TFrom what the Minister for Forests
said when introducing the Estimates T am
satisfied that he will, from now onwards at
any rate, be a strong supporter of omr
Forests Aet.

It is not my intention to go through the
history of the department to show what it
has meant to the development of the South-
West, or to point out what a wealthy indus-
try it is, because I think those things are
sufliciently well known to members. I was
pleased to hear the Minister indicate that
it will be the intention of the Government
to foster the timber industry from all angles,
beeause - the Forests Department, while be-
ing ‘he one and only Government depart-
ment privileged to spend a portion of its
own revenue, has always, as far as I ean
gather, found difficulty in getting the
Treasurer to produce the necessary financial
assistance to develop the industry in a
thorough manner. In that connection, I refer
firstly to reforestation, and secondly to the
protection of our forests. In the olden days,
when a few men were employed with rakes
and wet bags, it was difficult to proteet our
forests from fire. Today, with modern im-
plements and progressive methods I am satis-
fiedl that the Forests Department will, to o
greater extent, be able to minimise the dam-
age dont by fire.

It was my privilege while Minpister for
Forests, to influence the then Treasurer to
make available the sum of £16,000 or £17,000
for the purpose of buying some mobile units
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and some wireless apparatus which were no
longer needed—hostilities having ceased—
by the Air Force and other branches of the
Services. With the building of a couple of
extra towers and an inerease in the number
of mobile units the Forests Department is
i a happier position, but is still under-
staffed and short of firefighting machinery.
I appeal to the Premier to give earnest
consideration to supplying the department
with at least two more bulldozers and further
firefighting apparatus. This is essential if
we are to support the efforts of the depart-
ment to proleet this valuable asset. The Pre-
mier was good enough fo refer to the visit
of the Conservator of Forests to the Empire
Conference, and 1 congratulate the Govern-
ment on having permitted our Conservator
to attend that conference.

Western Australia is fortunate in having
Mr. Stoate as Conservator, controlling this
vast and valuable industry. To my personal
knowledge he could have had a betfer posi-
tion had he agreed to leave the State, as did
other senior officials of that department.
However, he decided, as a true Western Ans-
tralian, to stay with the department in which
he had grown up. We are fortunate, also, in
the sonndness of the planning that was em-
bodied in our Forests Act, as put info opera-
tion by Mr. Lane-Poole, who was one oft
the best forest officers in Australia. His
successor, Mr. Kessell, was and is recognised
as one of the highest forestry anthorities in
the Commonwealth—so much so that when
war broke out he was seconded to the Com-
monwealth Government to occupy the highest
position existing in Australia in the timber
field during the war. Many of his senior
officials left Western Australia for better
paid positions.

This will indicate how lucky we were to
kave Mr. Stoste to take over from his pre-
decessor. He took over this important de-
partment with a stafi of nine fewer senior
officials than Mr. Kessell had at his disposal.
Despite that, he had to deal with the vast
increase in timber production due to war
causes. I might mention that so many em-
ployees of the timber merchants had enlisted
that, to overcome the difficulties of the situa-
tion, the Forests Department had to take
over the provision of firewood to the metro-
politan area, and many of the pumping
stations that supply Kalgoorlie with water.
All this extra work was thrown on to the
department, whieh had no organisation in
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that direction and no experience of the in-
dustry. From the Conservator down, right
through the staff and employees of the de-
partmnent, all did an exeeptionally good joh
during the war and I am pleased to give
them full eredit for the work.

I hope the report of the Conservator of
Forests will be available—after the Premier
has received and read it—for perusal by any
member who is interested in it. Knowing
Mr. Stoate as I do, I am sure he will give
a full report, and one that will be of great
value to Western Australia in the future.
I hope the Premier will not forget to pay
particular attention to the necessity of sup-
plying more bulldozers and firefighting
apparatus for the protection of our forests,
which played so great a part in opening up
the South-West, ‘

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) {5.35]: I
wonld like the Premier—when replying to
the debate or at some later stage—to give the
House some information regarding the pine
plantation at Mundaring. Pine wood is prac-
tically unobtainable from outside Western
Australia and there is a supply available from
the pine plantation that I have mentioned.
I teke it that that plantation is under the
Jjurisdiction of the Forests Departmeni. It
has come to my notice that the privilege of
cutting pine from this area has, for a number
of years, been reserved to one firm, a case-
making firm, in this State. So far as [ am
able to ascertain, at no time have tenders
been called for the cutting of this timber,
which at present is in such short supply and
great demand. I understand that the people
who have the right or concession to cut
timber from this plantation are keeping the
supply to themselves and are not making any
of it available fo other case-making firms in
the metropolitan area.

I hope the Premier will investigate the
position. If a monopoly over this timber
was granted years ago it may have been
justified, owing to an insufficient demand for
the available supply, but today the situation
is entirely different and this timber is in
such short supply that it is extremely valu-
able, Pine timber is necessary to many firms
if they are to carry on their operations, It
1s only right and proper that this coneession
should be open for tender and that supplies
of pine timber should be made available to
other firms. It is particularly necessary
that this question should be raised at the pre-
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sent stage as I understand that, in conjunec-
tion with the raising of the Mundaring Weir,
a considerable area of this plantation is to
be cut out. If we allow the one firm, which
has had a monopoly of this timber for many
years, to have the 100 acres of pine that is
to be cut as its sole perquisite, an injustice
will be done to many others inferested in
obtaining this raw material.

Another matter I wish to mention is that
I hope the Premier, who is in charge of the
Forests Department, will not meekly accept
the dictates of the forestry officials, who
for years have pursued & policy of holding
on to valuable gully land. 1 fully appreciate
the fact that reforestation is a most valuable
and necessary operation for Western Aus-
tralia, but I am also aware that equally valu-
able and highly productive areas, held for
forestry purposes, could be put to more in-
tensive productive uses, and if that were
done it would not in any way restrict the
reforestation programme, There is any
quantity of land in this State suitable for
forestry requirements which would be uan-
suitable for intense enltivation. It would be
a far betfer proposition for the State from
an economic point of view if that course were
adopted rather than to continue permitting
the Forests Department to hold on to rich
gully land, which could otherwise be used
for closer settlement and agricultural de-
velopment,.

I have heard all the arguments advanced
against the use of these areas such as the
danger from fires and so forth, but most of
them cannot hold water when properly ex-
amined. I suggest to the Premier that in-
stead of meekly accepling the poliey as laid
down by the deparimentsl officers in the
past, he shounld investigate the position and
reach his own conelusions. He shounld do
s0 particularly as there is no shortage of
suitable forest land in Western Australia.
I refer to land that is, while being suitable
for reforestation, not adapted to intense cul-
tivation.

MRE. FOX (South Fremantle) [5.43]:
Many complaints have been made about the
planting of pines in the Bibra Lake and
North Lake Road areas. Last year the
Forests Department started further plani-
ing in that distriet and the people there are
much perturbed about it. Pines stop the
wind currenis that turn the windmills, and
the district includes some good agricultural
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land. It would be much preferable if the
departinent went six or seven miles further
out. A large tract of land is available at
that distance from the present settlement
and is quite suitable for pine plantations.
I do not think it is right to use fairly good
land so near the metropolitan area merely
for growing pines. Then again complaints
have been received about the effect the pol-
len hos on many people, some of whom
suffer from asthma and are allergic to pine
pollen. In faet, people have had to leave
the, district to get away from the infection
due to the pollen. When the Premier quoted
figures regarding the quantity of timber
shipped from Western Australia to the
Eastern States, he did not make any dis-
tinction between the types exported. He
did not say how mueh jarrah and how much
karri had been shipped. In my opinion,
we should send away as little jarrah as pos-
sible. Karri is not the best timber for
nouse building purposes in the metropolitan
area.

The Minister for Forests: They are very
keen to get it in Sonth Australia.

Mr. FOX: I wounld pive them the karri
and keep the jarrah in this State.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do they not have
white ants there?

Mr, FOX: I have seen a2 number of houses
where a couple of pieces of karri have been
pub in and in every instance the white ants
have eaten those pieces out and left the
jarrah alone.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You can gee that
with nearly every picket fence in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. POX: That is so. I we are to ex-
port timber, I hope the Government will
send away as much karri as possible and
keep the jarrah in Western Australia for
building purposes. - )

"The Minister for Works: That is a very
charitable proposal!

Mr. FOX: At any rate it is sensible.
White ants may not be as bad in other
States as they are here.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The red ants arc
bad in the Eastern States!

Mr, FOX: If a piece of softwood is pué
on the ground, it will be eaten out in no
time, I do not know what it is like in the
Murray-Wellington disériet.
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Mr. May: The ants eat the galvanised
iron there!

Mr, FOX: I am not quite sure on that
point! At any rate, I am convinced that

we should keep our jarrah supplies here. I
undersand there is likely to be a shoriage
of newsprinf. In view of what the mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe said this after-
noon, I do not know that that is not s good
idea. However, we ought to he able to
produce our own newsprint reguirements,
If we had thousands of acres of pine planta-
tions, it should not be long before we could
instal a mill and provide for the local de-
mand for paper. I trust the Government
will pay attention to this matter and, if it
is necessary to export timber, that karri
will be sent away and jarrah retained.

MR. HOAR (Nelson) [547]: I had not
intended participating in the debate because
I felt the previous Government had cstab-
lished such a sound forest poliey that it

eomld not be interfered with although there -

has been a ehange of Government.
Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Hear, hear!

Mr. HOAR: After listening to the re-
marks of the memwber for South Fremantln
regarding the quality of karri, I have to
defend what I know to be the faets. It is
quite true that karri is very susceptible to
attack by white ants, but nevertheless I think
the Premier would be well advised, generaily
speaking, not to take much notice of the
statements of the hon. member. The area
nnder karri is vestricted, whereas the
jarrah forests comprise between 2,000,000
and 3,000,000 acres. Consequently we have
a large quantity of jarrah fo export, and
by all means let us do so within reason. It
is g timber the quality of which is readily
aceeptable by people oversea.

As for karri, we must remember that the
mining indusiry depends to a great extent
upon that class of timber. Karri ix for
snperior in every way to jarrah or any other
timber that we know of for the purposes of
structural work. I jmagine that in the years
to come with the possibility of further de-
velopment, the State will need this class of
timber and we would make a very’grievons
mistake if we allowed it to be exported on
the assumption that it iz readily affected by
white ants. So long as it is kept away from
the ground karri is possibly the Bnest timber
of all for building purposes.
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Mr. Fox:
gronnd.

Mr. HOAR: That is so. If karri is pro-
tected against attacks by termites it is
certainly the best timber of all not only from
the standpoint of breaking strain, mt from
that of general strength and reliability, I
know a little about this subjeet; I do not
know that the member for South Fremantle
does, Certainly be is much mistaken when
he starts running down the qualities of
karri, and I would not be doing my duly
as the member for the constituency where a
considerable proportion of that timber is
growing, if I did not rise to put him in his
proper place,

The Minister for Forests: [ think you
ought to know more abont it than does the
member for South Fremantle.

HON. J. T. TONEIN (North-East Fre.
mantle) {5.50): I was interested in the
fizures the Premier gave of the quantities
of timher being produced and exported. 1
had hoped that he would give further fignres
to complete an inguiry I intended to make.
Despite what he said about the quantities
being exported, the ratio of timber going
oversea and to the Eastern States, there is
an idea prevalent that the State is not
getling a fair desl in the use of the timbey
produced in the State. Personally I know

Yes, if yon keep it off the

‘very little of the matter, but from time to

time builders complain to me that they are
certain that the right figures are not being
supplied. They feel that the market oversea
is so attractive that those in the timber
industry are exporting as much timber as
possible in order to take advaniage of the
high price and are mot very much con-
cerned about the needs of Western Aus-
tralia. T repeat that I do not know whether
there is any truth in that statement.

The Minister for Forests: It would be very
easy to get a check on the exports.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Possibly it would
be very easy for the Premier, but not so easy
for me.

Mr. Marshall: A ot is sneaked ont
through Busselton, T believe, -

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Buiiders recognisa
that there is a very great shortage of variom
lines required by them and no doubt they
are indnced to think that the timber they
ought to get is not being made available,
That is understandable. There may be no
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ground for their suspicion, but each time I
meet a builder sctively engaged in erecting
houses, I am told he believes that a great
deal more timber is being sent oversea and
to the Eastern States than should be ex-
ported—more than a fair proporiion. 'I
should like to know, of the total quantity
reserved for use in this State, how much is
reserved for housing.

The Minister for Forests: Up to require-
ments for 3,000 houses a year. I gave those
figures when introducing the Estimates.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am aware thay
the Premier gave us that information, but if
we had a fair percentage for local use, it
might be possible to build 4,000 or 5,000
houses a year.

The Minister for Forests: I gave the per-
centages, too.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: 1 regret that
I missed those figures, The figures in which
I am particularly interested are: What
quantities of timber are being exported
oversea and to the Eastern States? What
proportion of timber produeed in Western
_Australia is being reserved for local use?

The Minister for Forests: I gave those
figures.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: What proportion
of that is being reserved for housing?

The Minister for Forests: Sufficient for
3,000 houses. '

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If anthentic figures
were published, it would go far to satisfying
builders and homeseekers, who feel that at
present the State is not getting a fair deal
in relation to the guantity of timber being
produced in the State. I think the Premier
would be well advised to give full publicity
to the actual quantities and percentages so
that people would understand the position.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
D. R. MecLarty—Murray-Wellington—in
reply} [5.54]: 1 regret that the member
for North-East Fremantle did not hear the
percentages T pave. Unfortunately T have
sent the papers away. I gave the percent-
ages of timber being used loeally and being
sent to the Eastern States and oversea. [
also explained that sufficient timber wus
being kept for supplying the requirements
for 3,000 houses.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: The timber being re-
served for housing may be only 10 per cent.
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of the timber available. I want to know
what proportion is being reserved for thq
State and what proportion of that is for
housing. Is it one-half or two-thirds?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: T can-
not give that information offhand. We are
going to review the position regarding tim-
ber exports, and I give the Committee an
assuranee that full protection will be given
to lozal requirements. We shall not be ex-
porting to ihe delrimert of our pepole who
require houses.

Mr. Reynolds: Last year we produced
just over 10,000,000 cubic feet, and, accord-
ing *o the fizures you gave this afternoon,
it appears to me that 40 per cent.—

Hon. A. H. Panton: Who is making this
speech ?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: There
is no doubt that the figures I gave are cor-
rect, and I thank the hon. member for men-
tioning the fuet. As to the question raised
by the member for Mt. Marshnll, there is a
constant demand for forest land. T have
heard a lot about these fertile valleys, but
difficulties arise when land is granted in o
forest avea becaunse freyuently requests are
made for still more land.

Mr. Marshall: If Governments had met
all the requests, there would havo been no
reforestation at all.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I know
that this question erops up eontinually,
There i1s a world shortage of timber.and we
must be careful to safeguard our forests,
but, as I have explained, whep timber land
is made available to settlers, requests for
more land frequently follow.

Hon. A. H. Panton: You stick to the
Forests Aect. :

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: Each
session a Bill is introduced to make avail-
able some areas from forest reserves. The
questions raised by members will reecive
attention,

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Education, £1,411,.910:

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
{Hon. A. F. Watts—Katanning) [558]: T
trust thet I shall not be ruled out of order,
Mr. Chairman, if T say it is my intention
to deal with the Education Estimates and
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the Votes that follow, including town plan-
ning, in one speech, and leave the Vote for
the Department of Industrial Development
to another speech, because it secms fo me
that, to take them together, would be im-
proper and, in view of the circumstances,
I consider that T should not adopt that
course hut should deal with them separately.

The CHAIRMAXN: If no member of the
Committee objects, we shall follow that
COUTSC.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Thank you. In introducing the Estimates
of the Eduecation Department, I should like
to express my appreciation—and I think
the appreciation of every member—of the
excellent service that is being rendered to
the State, not only by the teaching staff of
the department, but also by the administra-
tive and other officers endaged in the service.
I feel sure we all recognise the exception-
ally good work which is being done, under
great difficulties, difficulties which so far as
the stafi of the department is concerned are
cansed by the large expansion of the work
to be done compared with the work of a
deeade or so ago.

Considerable difficulties exist over which
the teaching staff has no personal econtrol.
I could, for example, poini to the difficulty
of providing snitable quarters for teachers,
especially those in country distriets, The
time was when the Education Department
was responsible for the provision of quarters
wherever it thought these were necessary,
and the department made its own arrange-
ments as to the payment of rent. I under-
stand the position was changed in 1944,
when the Workers’ Homes Board, as it was
then—now the Housing Commission—as-
sumed the responsibility for the provision
of houses not only for the ordinary people
coming under the aegis of the board or
Commission but also for schoolteachers,

Instead of {he Education Department now
providing teachers’ quarters where it thinks
necessary, the Housing Commission acts on
purely what might be called a hardship
basis, as is the case in all other applications.
There is, of course, a measnre of justice in
that, T admit, but it does accentuats the
difficulties in those districts where teachers
are not able to establish themselves at a
reasonable cost in the social life of the com-
munity and where they are very often ob-
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liged to aceept what are unsuitable quarters
or, alternatively, take very expensive ones.
That is one of the difficulties which the
majority of the teachers are putting up
with bravely and I sincerely hope it will
not be long before some amelioration of
this position can be found.

Then, too, we find that in many districts
they are teaching a far greater number of
children than medern thought and practice
indicate is right and, indeed, more than it
is feasonable to ask them physieally to cope
with in some cases, This iz & problem which
cannot readily be solved, although T am
hopeful—as I think everyone is—that it
will not now be long before at least a start
ean be made in 2mending that situation and
s0 overcome some of the diffienlties. Bear-
ing those mattérs in mind and others which
I can think of, and which members may
have in their own minds, I wish most sin-
cerely to thank the people I have mentioned
for their exeellent eo-operation in the ser-
vice they have rendered to the State during
the past few years, I am sure that my pre-
decessor in office, the member for North-
East Fremantle, would be foremost in join-
ing with me in those sentiments,

The Estimates of the Education Depart-
ment provide for an anticipated expenditure
for the finaneial year 1947-48 of £1,411,910,
of which sum £1,138490 represents salary
costs and £273,420 incidental expenditure.
Of the total inerecase of £188,000 odd, in-
¢reased salaries represent an amount of
£116,381, so that there is approximately
£72,000 increased expenditure eontemplated
in items other than those which relate to
salaries. The estimate of salary costs will,
however, probably be greatly increased when
the Public Service Teachers’ Appeal Board
releases its determinations on the appeals
lodged by the Western Australian State
School Teachers’ Union on behslf of all the
teachers in the State against the classification
of the teaching service made on the 1st July,
1946, These appeals were based principally
on the anomalies which it was cJaimed exist-
ed between salaries paid to our teachers
compared with those paid in the other States
of Australin. In all but one ease the salavies
fixed by tribunals had very materially in-
ereased in recent times,

The appeals were lodged shortly after the
issue of the classification of July, 1946, but
op to the time when I took office—in April
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last—it had apparently not been possible
to find a judge of the Supreme Court fo
take the chair of the Appeal Board, When
the matter was brought to my notice some
time during May and I caused representa-
tions to be made to the Chief Justice
through the Attorney General, it was only
with some difficulty that a judge could be
made available for a sufficient 'time to
undertake the hearing of the numercus ap-
peals which were listed. In consequence,
it was not until early in September that
the Appeal Board commenced its sittings.
The hearing of the appeals lasted for
a period of over three weeks. Here,
againy, I wish to pay tribute to the
work of the Secretary of the Educa-
tion Department in regard to the appeals.
The great quantity of work that will have
been involved, and the very considerable
increase in e¢xpenditure that will have to
be undertaken, may perhaps be gathered
from the faci that the recommendation of
that gentleman is that if the varions ad-
justments are to be made before the school
vear closes, it will be necessary for cer-
tain officers of the Education Department
to work a total of 350 hqurs overtime in
the next five weeks,

There is, of ¢ourse, not only the question
of the salary increases themselves but the
numerous adjustments that have to be made
principally connected with the alterations
in the basic wage—three in number—which
have occurred sinee the 1st July, 1946, to
the present time, I believe that the ma-
jority ‘of the inereases that are likely to
be granted—as to which, of course, I have
some general but at this stage no detailed
knowledge—will be well justified because
it 1s clear, I think, fo most of us that the
circumstances of the times and the work
of the profession warrant a return in re-
muneration comparable at least with that
‘reeeived by similar persons in other parts
of Ayustraha.

The matter has, of course, involved the
question of how near we can approach to
the level which has been fixed in one of
the standard States, such as, say, New
South Wales; but I have no doubt that
all those considerations, which must have
their effeect wher the Grants Commission
is condunecting its inquiries into the State
finanees, were all taken fairly into eon-
sideration by the Appeal Board in arriv-
ing at its assessments, and I believe that

1617

the teachers of the department will be
well satisfied with the results of their ap-
peal. I think that those results, if they are
along the lines I have reason to believe they
are, will be amply justified and T feel that
we may expect to receive, if it were pos-
sible, even closer co-operation from
teachers in the interests of the children of
our Stafe. ' .

As members were aware, what was known
as the eonsolidation of schools had pro-
gressed to a very considerable degree. In
consequence of that, a very large number
of bus services had been instifuted. Those
have, in recent months, been increased so
that there are now 191 aectually in opera-

. tion, and 11 more have recently been ap-

proved but not yet commenced. There is,
unfortunately, considerable difficulty in ob-
taining buses. Chassis are not readily
fortheoming, and the byilding of bodies
is frequently long-delayed. Consequently,
it seems to me to be rarely practicable to
obtain a vehiele within four montbhs of
the time of application for it, especially
when, as is quite proper, that vehicle has
to-comply with ecertain conditions which
make for the comfort and convenienece of
those to be transported. In some cases,
further consolidation has to be delayed,
particularly where overcrowding would ob-
viously ensue and cannot readily be re-
lieved. I will deal to some degree later
on with the question of buildings, which is
one of the essentials in relieving over-
erowding or congestion at schosls where
consolidation has taken place, or could
take place, and cause it.

To return for a moment to the question
of buses, I took up the matter with the
Main Roads Department of assisting loeal
authorities to provide more traffickable
roads where bus routes have been anth-
orised. Of course, there is the same diffi-
culty there. It is possible to anthorise a
bos route today and vary it in a few
months' time to suit the changed ¢ircum-
stanees of the district, and it would be
possible for money to be spent on the
original road, only to find that the varia-
tion was as bad as, or worse thin, the road
with .which we had already started, So
considerahle controversy took place be-
tween the Main Roads Department and my-
self in recard to this question, but finally
it was decided fhat some special allocation
would be made to Joeal authorities and
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that the expenditure of those amounts
would be approved only if priority were
given to hus routes. I feel eonvinced that
in a number of ‘distriets this is being taken
full advantage of, and the prospects of
more traffickable roads for our bus ser-
vices are now, in a number of areas, well
in sight.

I consider that local authorities have
not, of their own revenues, sufficient
moneys to keep roads suitable for bus ser-
vices in areas where perhaps in the normal
way there would be very little traffic, and
that is the reasen why I think some assist-
ance should be provided by the Main Roads
Department. 1In the last few months, al-

lowances paid to students at the Training -

College have heen increased by £10 per
annum.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
was saying that the allowances to students
at the Training College have recently heen
inereased hy £10 a year, and srrangements
made for payment, bv the Government, of
one-third of tram and trolley-bus fares, to
those who wse such means of transport, by
way of coneession. Some representations
were made on that suhject, and sueh an ar-
rungement was finally agreed to. But the
fact of increasing the allowancey to trainees,
and that two years al the Training College
is now required,.produced some representa-
tions in regard to the penalty which could
be abtained from a student who did not com-
plete three years’ teaching, having been of-
fered 2 snitable appointment by the de-
partment, after leaving the Training Col-
#ge, The maximum figure which could be
claimed from a trainee who did not serve
any appreciable portion of the three years
would have been a sum_of £280, Strong
representations were made, particunlarly on
behalf of the female students who con-
tended that the payment of snch a sum, or
the fractional part of sueh a sum in respect
of two years out of three, was a hardship
which modern considerations led them to be-
lieve was hardly fair.

After consultation between the Director
and myself, it was decided that an altera-
tion should be made in the agreement, and
that the penal sum should be fixed at a
maximum of £150 in all eases, reducible
£60 after one year’s service, with a further
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£50 for the second year's service and the
balance of £40 for the third year's servive.
Sound reasons may, of course, be advanced
as to why there should be no snch bhong at
all. But we must not lose sight of the fact
that the Hducation Department undertakes
two responsibilities in connection with the
students, One is to train them, and make
them some allowances, whether they be 2dd
quate or not, during their period of train-
ing, and the otber is the responsibility to
the public and the children of the State to
provide teachers, It is, therefore, reason-
able to anticipate that some sufficient re-
turn, not exceeding three years, shall be ob-
tained from every student who passes
through the college.

At the present time it does not geem prac-
ticable to abandon altogether the idea of the
bond, or the penal sum, hut I think the new
proposed method will provide some relief
for those who hold the view that there should
be no penal sum at all while, at the same
time, preserving the right of the Edueation
Department to expect some return from the
trainees after the completion of their
training. The eorrespendence children now
number only about 1,200. Some bus ser-
viees have been authorised to smaller
sehools where transport to central schools
was impracticable.  These buses ean, in
many cases, pick up the children who were
previously on correspondence. Tt is hoped
to extend these services to other areas,

Correspondence lessons must be recog-
nised as exccllent, and the results achieved
as very good, if not excellent, Nevertheless,
in my experienee, parents desire that their
children shall attend a school, if at all pos-
sible. There is this very important point
also, that contact with other children shontd
be encouraged and obtained wherever pos-
sible. So, a good deal of consideration . has
of recent wecks heen given to the position
of eorrespondence children, Hitherto, the
postage on correspendence papers and the
cost of refurning edueational aids, supplied
by the department to the correspondence
pupils, have been paid by the parents. Tt is
proposed that in the future the department
shall pay these charges both ways, and so
relieve the parents of them. Every effort
is being made, when children from small
country schools are allotted to eamp schools,
to include correspondence children who live
in the vieinity.
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Consideration is also being given to the
appointment of additional itinerant teachers
to visit correspondence children in the
southern aveas where there gre none such,
so as to assist those ehildren in their work
and, in some degree, relieve the parents of
the burden it is alleged that supervision
casts upon them. There are many diffienl-
ties associated with an undertaking of that
character.
main, fairly widely seattered, and their op-
portonities for obtaining contact with an
itinerant teacher will not, if itinerant
teachers are appointed, as T believe they will
be, be as frequent as one would hope. At
the same time, it is a step in the direction
of affording equality of opportunity for
those youngsters who have to remsin on
correspondence 1essons.

The payment of the supervisor's allow-
ance, in respect of correspondence children,
has been extended to the South-West Land
Division. It is paid where some person is
employed who ean supervise the children’s
work, even if that person is a member of
the family other than the father or mother.
Strong representations have been made that
employees are not available, and in such
cases, and in others where no member of
the family, other than the parents, is avail-
able, it has been claimed that the parents
should receive the allowance. I have not
been able to agree to this course, beeaunse [
cannot safisfy myself that such payment
would render any contribution to the better
education of the children. T think that is
the aim we have to achieve in making sueh
payment.

We should only make the payment if it
would ensure an improvement in the child-
ren’s educational opportunities. 1 do not
think the granting of an allowance, direct
to a parent, would be likely to achieve that
end. But, as T have said, in an effort to
improve the opportunities available to these
children and to minimise, where it is pos-
sible, sueh burden as lies upon the parents
in that regard, the matters that I have men-
tioned have been approved or are receiving
close consideration at the present time. If
any other practieal- suggestions ecan be
offered that will make a further eontribu-
tion to that end I shall be only too happy
to consnlt with officers of the department
in regard to them and, if they are practic-
able, to place them in operation.

These young people are, in the
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Pursuant to the policy that was declared
at electidn time, there is to be an increase
in the seholarship allowanees. 1 have here
some partieulars of the inereases that are
proposed. They are an increase in the
scholarship allowance from £30 to £40 per
annum, at an estimated cost of £4,500. Uni-
versity exhibitions, which were reduced in
1930 from £40 to £32 and £60 to £48-—and
pot readjusted—are to go back to the original
figures, at an estimated cost of £300. An
increase in senior and jurior scholarships
from £8 fo £12 .and from £30 to £40 per
annum, represents an estimated inerease of
£600 per apoam.

Expenditure bas been included in the
Incidenta] Vote of up to £8,000 for assistance
to school libraries and the modernisation of
departmental libraries. It is soggested
that £1,080 should be expended on the
modernisation of departmental libvaries, in-
cluding the Teachers’ College, the Techmical
College, Correspondener Classes, Depart-

_mental Teachers’ Reference Library, and

£250 for the country schools’ ITadley library,
and €250 for the Junior Farmers’ Clubs. A
forther £500 hag been provided for plant,
seeds and fertilisers in connection with
sehool gardens. Tt is felt that encourage-
ment should, where practicable, be given by
the Edueation Department in furtheranee of
that work.

An item which bas always been of eon-
siderable interest to me is now provided for
to some extent. I refer to assistapce to
Parents and Citizens' Associations, [ am
more interested in this matter in respect of
those branches of the assceiation that show
an aptitude, as it were, for self-belp. Many
of them are responsible for raising a great
deal of money and expending it on matters,
closely associated with the education of child-
ren, which in many cases are virtnally es-
sential for -that purpose. Tt is intended.
in some small degres at all events—I think
for the first time on an official basis—tio
recognise and agsist in the work being done
by the Parents and Citizens' Associations.

I had the privilege, last Saturday night,
of attending at Como—at the invitation of
the Parents and Citizens’ Association of that
neighbourhood—to open a hall that had been
erected there almost entirely by voluntary
labour. T do not think that hall, in the
ordinary course of events, would cost less
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than £3,000 to build. The greater part of
the material in it had been obtained by the
acquisition of Army huts and the whole
building, which was approximately 100 feet
long by 40 feet wide, reflected the utmost
credit on the people who bad spent their
time and energy in ereeting it. It cost them,
I am informed, in actual eash—principally
for the purchase of the Army huts and some
odd amounts of other material—approxi-
mately £800. Iis value to the school children
of that neighbourhood, for whom it is re-
served-——except on the rarest oecasions—will
be great. It stands in the school grounds
and is therefore, legally, the property of the
Edueation Department.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That is one of the
great dangers in that regard. ‘

The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION:
It will bhe used for such purposes as
physical training, viswal education, and
the like. Tt may be, of course that a
proposition of that kind would be re-
garded by some people as being too ambi-
tious, but my point iz to demonstrate—which
perhaps needs no demonstration to members
here—the fact that Parents and Citizens’
Assoeiations will go to great lengths if they
are enthusiastic enough, as they are in many
cases, to make some contribution fowards
providing better opportunities for the young
people of their distriets. It is proposed, as
a start, to provide about £3,500—the ezaet
applieation of it has not yet been deter-
mined—for such things as assistance in the
acquisition of projectors for visual educa-
tion, the maintenance of essential school
pianos, and assistance in providing Oslo
lunch rooms, and other matters of that kind
which the department considers are essential
will receive consideration.

A sum of £3,500 is also inclunded in the
Incidental Vote for the payment of subsidies
for sehool hostels. It seems quite likely
that when the building position eases there
will be some districts where serious eon-
sideration will have to be given to the open-
ing of Government hostels, especially where
children have to fravel long distances to
junior high schools, when those are estab-
lished in rural areas. In larger eentres of
population there will doubtless always be
people ready to receive children as boarders,
but even in such instances is there not some
donbt whether those children—without super-
vision during their out-of-school hours-—sre
receiving opportunities equivalent to those
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of children who, because of their more for-
tunate circumstances, are under some recog-
nised control during the time that they are
not engaged in actual school work? Those
considerations, of ecourse—I desire to be per-
feetly plain—are for the future. Our present
problem is to remedy the lack of suitable
and sufficient school premises, in the many
districts where such accommodation is abso-
lutely necessary.

School buildings are in course of erection
or have in redent months been authorised in
many places, to the capacity of labour and
materials to provide them after urgent build-
ing needs have been met, as far as is possible,
but there are many of our schools which,
while they serve the purpose at the present
time, are old and but-moded. They may be
capable of handling the children who attend
them now but, when one compares them with
premises that have been built in recent years,
one can understand the Tepresentations that
are eontinuglly coming forward for some
improvement in fthese structures, It is
obviously our duty to deal with the most in-
adequate first. This inadequacy, of course,
arises from two or three causes. The first
of them is the consolidation that has taken
place in some instances without the prepara-
tion of buildings for the purpose.

In other instances where there has been,
in addition to the consolidation, some influx
of population as well, in which case there is
obviously considerable overcrowding, every
effort is being made to mect the needs by
providing for the most inadequate as early
as possible, and a list has been drawn up of
approximately 40 schools which it is antiei-
pated will be either remedied or a start made
on their construction during the ourrent
financial year. Building costs have very
considerably increased and I think a further
increase on all the estimates that have been
made with regard to these buildings will he
apparent immediately or in the near future.
I do not draw upon my own conclusions for
that statement, but on those of the Prinecipal
Architeet, whose view it is that most of the
estimates that have been made with respect
to those buildings will be exceeded by at
least 10 per eent.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The basic wage went
up 1s. 6d. today.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: In
those places*where the population has ex-
panded through housing the preblem bas
been increased because the buildings are not
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in a position fo contain the children who
want to go there. The State Housing Com-
mission erects dwellings in accordance with
a plan to allow families with the most child-
ren fo oceupy them, and consequently the
diffieulty increases on that score. That
applies most of all in certain parts of the
metropolitan area, but also to some degree
in country eentres. All these things have
to be dealt with as they crop up.

It is virtually impossible, as I see it, to
establish & fixed priority list. If we were
to attempt to do so and decided that first
priority should go to such and such a place,
No. 2 priority somewhere else and so on, the
chances are that before we eould make a
start we would find that, owing to some influx
of population hecanse of the reasons that I
have just mentioned, some other place was
more urgent than the one which we had ac-
corded first priority. An attempt has been
made to lay down a series of those that are
regarded as most important and, to the
utmost of the physieal ability of the
Public Works Department, I have no doubt
it will be adhered to. Consequent upen
these difficulties, which may be said to be
chiefly those of primary schools, the plans
of the department for building junior high
schools and certain high school buildings
have been held over.

Subjeet to certain modifications that
population statistics may require, it is
hoped during the next financial year to lay
down a list in regard to this type of school
so that we can provide higher educational
facilities in various parts of this large State,
Imt it is impracticable at this juneture—in
my opinion, it should certainly not be done—
to say where sueh work should first be
undertaken. It can only be undertaken
in the light of ecircumstances as they are
and as the physical position will enable a
start to be made on the work. Further-
more, the statistics in some places must
change from time to time.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You have found that
out!

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: Tt
did not take mueh finding out; I was well
aware of it before that statisties change
from time to time. On the national fitness
side, ithe (Jovernment has decided to make
some small contribution from State revenue
to supplement the amount received from the
Commonwealth. It is not large enough to

v
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be regarded as anything more than a gesture,
in my opinion, of readiness to recognise the
valuable work that is being carried out by
the National Fitness Organisation and the
Youth Committees associated with it. An
amount of £1,200 has been made available
on this year’s Estimates for the betterment
of the eamps at Bickley and Point Peron,
and of that, £200 will be made available for
additional leadership training.

It is proposed to spend a further amount
on assistapce for the free kindergarten
movement, which has been subsidised on a
per capita basis in past years. About a
vear ago the subsidy was inereased—I think
it was doubled—uwvith the result that ap-
proximately £1,500 was made available for
that purpose during the last financial year.
The position with regard to the Kinder-
garten Union is, financially, not very satis-
factory.  The extension of  its work, the
need for assistance in the training of its
teachers and other considerations have in-
duced the Government to the belief that
further aid is warranted. I gave some evi-
dence before the Grants Commission on
maftters that related to education and I made
a number of references to the Kindergarten
Union. I expressed the opinion that to
place it on a Teasonably firm basis in West-
ern Australia-would require an expenditure
by the Government of about £10,000 per
snnum. I understand that in South Aus-
tralia the amount that hag been granted by
the Government to the kindergarten people
is approximately £9,000 per annum, or at
least was that amount during the current or
last financial year.

In the other States the assistanee varies,
but the amounts provided are considerably
greater even in proportion te population
than is that which we provide in this Stale.
Negotiations are now taking place between
the Kindergarten Upion and the department
as to the assistance that must be forthcom-
jng to enable the functions of the wnion to
be conducted suecessfully and, to some small
degree, to be extended. At the moment I
cannot say just what amount will be avail-
able, but it will be considerably more than
has been paid bitherto.

Hon. A. H. Panton: The extension of
existing buildings is one of the difficulties,
We have one that provides for 50 and we
want room for 100,
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The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That is so, and we are now engaged in
negotiations with o view to devising some-

thing within our capacity for the further

assistance of the movement. The expenditure
on the living-away-from-home allowance and
the correspondence supervisor'’s fees, which
last year amounted to £16,000 may rise to
£35,000 for the enrrent financial year. I have
already dealt with the question of corres-
poadence supervisors' allowances, which is
a comparatively small proportion of this
sum,  That is to say, the increase in the
South-West Land Division has not as yet

shown any cousiderable improvement in the

total amount,

The question of the living-away-from-
home allowance is somewbat involved, and
1 propose to ask the Committee to bear with
me for a few moments while T mention
some of the diffieulties I see in that particu-
lar matter. The living-away-from-home
allowance has not been paid in respeet of
a child who is able to attend a Class IV
sthool or better, within, I think, five miles
of its place of residence. Many applica-
tions have been received for these allow-
ances from people whose children do not
at present eome within the conditions laid
down, and these aopplications are made
principally on the ground that, as there are
no edncational facilities of a secondary na-
ture available on what they might call a
proper basis in their neighbourhood, it is
necessary, or desirable, to send the child
te a far distant place to acquire that stan-
dard of education.

The departmental view has been that,
firstly, it shonld not be encouraged be-
enuse there is a necessity to build up &
school population for secondary facilities
in the area in which the child lives;
secondly, that there is an inelination on
the part of parents to say that they wish
their child to go to some far distant place
for this purpose when actually it is only
a desire to send the child there withont
any real intentien of providing it neeess-
sarily with & higher or befter eduneation;
and, thirdly, becanse the accommodation at
secondary sechools in the distant places is
limited, and it would be impraeticable to
allow everyone who wanted to go to be
aceepted if this allowance would ecause
them to desire to move to those places.

[ASSEMBLY.],

With two of them, I think it is fairly
easy to nagree that they must be taken
into consideration, but as to the third one,
namely, that at a Class IV school or better,
the correspondence papers and the super-
vision of the head teacher are sufficient to
bring about a reasonable equality as
against the actual attendanee at a second-
ary school, I must say that I find it diffl-
cnlt entirely to agree. It is quite obvious
to me, and to many others, that so long
as there are not those facilifies of a second-
ary nature in the actual neighbourhood of
the child’s residence, correspondence
lessons, plus supervision of the head
teacher in subjects which are not normally
tanght at the school, are hardly sufficient.

The question iz -being very closely investi-
gated at present fo determine whether some
way cannot be found to overcome that difli-
culty while, at the same time, ensuring that
the allowanece is not paid to a child who
has no real need for the extra subject on
subjects involved in the diseussion. It is
no part of the Education Department’s husi-
ness, I think, to do other than ensure, as [
said on another matter earlicr, that what-
ever it does is aimed at the betterment of
the child and its opporfunities, and I amt
firmly convineed that a way can be found
out of this difficulty, even if it be restrieted
to some certification from the head teacher
or other suitable authority, and restricted
in some areas until such time as the Gov-
crnment is in a position te provide for the
type of education which the child’s needs
appear to warrant.

In anticipation that some alteration may
be made and that the need for some further
expenditure may be involved, in addition
to the norma! inerease to be expected on the
two counts mentioned, there is some further
provision in the Estimates. The expendi-
ture on school bus serviees is experted lo
be not less than £100,000 for the current
financial year in liea of £89,000 last year.
T have already made reference to the bus
services themselves, bat that is roughly the
financial position for the 12 months,

During the last few weeks, the premiscs
of the Goldfields Fresh Air League at Bun-
bury became available for purchase. Tt was

~infended apparently to sell them for removal.
At the same time the Country Women's
Association at Bunbury, which had for some
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years been running a hostel for high school
scholars, found itself in a position where the
tenancy of the premises being rented would
be coming to an end owing to their being
required, I think, for use by the Marist
Brothers, who had purchased the freehold.
Representations were made to the Govern-
ment to render some assistanee in the ae-
quisition of premises at Bunbury.

At first the applicalion was not favonrably
congidered, but subsequently if transpired
that the premises were to be sold for re-
- moval, and a further inspection was made.
it was decided to purehase them for the sum
of £500, which was an extremely low figure.
They will require some renovation, for which
an estimate is being obtained, but the amount
is not expected to exceed £1,700 to £2,000,
and they will be let to the Conntry Women's
Association for the continpance, and to some
degree extension, of the hostel which it has
heen running at Bunbury. The premises,
too, will be used when the schoo] holidavs
are on for the purposes of a camp school,
and the eco-operation of the Country
Women’s Assoeiation has been sought in that
regard. The association has been extremely
co-operative in all the disenssions that have
taken place.

This is fo some degree an extension of the
activities of the Government in regard to
schoo]l hostels. I made some reference to
the future possibilities a few minutes ago,
but in the particular eireumstances of this
case and in view of the diffieulties experi-
enced in placing those who had been ac-
commodated at the C.W.A. hostel at Bun-
bury in other places, the possibility of their
being unable to carry on made it reasonably
necessary for the Government to try to fill
the gap. I fancy that this proposal will
pan ont fairly satisfactorily. In any event,
and if the premises are not nsed after a
couple of years for hostel purposes, they
will be of considerable value for the other
purpose that T mentioned.

A sum of £3500 bas been included in
the Estimates with the idea of assisting by
subsidy, probably on a per eapita basis,
hostels which bave been opened for the ae-
commodation of school children by enter-
prising bodies such as T have jnst referred
to. This alse has been the subjeet of many
representations to and discussions bebtween
the Director and myself. It has been de-
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cided to make this amount available. The
determination of the method of distribution,
which will probably be on a per capits basis,
will he made shortly. I think it will be of
considerable advantage to the people who
have been struggling along under rather
adverse finanecial conditions in the mainten-
ance of these premises. The average parent
whose child is housed in such premises re-
ceives a living-away-from-home allowanee of
£15 a year, which is rowghly 7s. 6d. per
week for the school year. The parent in
some cases also receives, often only theo-
retieally, £15 a vear child endowment. Bunt
even if both are received, they do npf
measure up to anything like the cost of
maintaining the child; and it is thought
that some assistance for these hostels will
enable them to keep down the cost of the
¢hild and thus make it easier for the parent
whose child has to go to school in those
cirecumstances. Provision iz alse made to
the extent of £3,200 for manual training,
both for the replacement of obsolete tools
and the establishment of new eentres.

Last year's expenditure on visnal eduea-
tioyi will be almost doubled this year. Con-
sideration is being given to the establish-
ment of some gtatutory avthority to act as a
film advizory hoard, in lien of the present
unregulated eommittee, to advise on and
co-ordinate this visual education, which is
today playing, and rightly so, 2 most im-
portant part in the education of our child-
ren and indeed in the education of those who
are older. Both those sections of the ¢om-
munity have much to learn from visual edu-
cation and I feel sure that the matter is in
good hands in those of the Education
Department. Members who were able to
attend the 6AM-PM theatrette some weeks
ago to see some demonsiration work done
by Mr. Uren and his associates have, I think,
been extremely gratified to think that films
of such a good character and of such an
informative nature are available for the use
of the children of the State. Tt becomes
desirable to afford these facilities to less
populous centres wherever practicable and
to seek the assistance, as I suggested a few
moments ago, of the Parents’ and Citizens’
Asanciations on a co-operative hagis. Last
year the member for North-East Fremantle
explained. in the course of his introdustion
of the Education Estimates, at some eon-
siderable length and in o most interesting
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manner the activities of the department at
thai time in regard to Rubella ehildren.

The Premier: He might have something
to say on that subject to-night.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
That wonld not surprise me in the slightest
degree. In fact, I would be surprised if he
did not. I was merely making reference to
8 most interesting observation he made at
that time. Anyway, for the information of
the Committee, Rubella classes have been
established in four metropolitan centres,
namely, Cottesloe, Dalkeith, Highgate Hill
and Victoria Park, There is als¢ one at
Boulder. Special teachers have been chosen
from the ordinary staff, and special tech-
nique for the teaching of these children has
been developed. The department must do
all it can for each of these children, whoe are
of various degrees of deafness, It must give
them an opportunity fo prove that, with the
help of lip-reading and hearing-aids they ean
be absorbed ultimately in the ordinary
school classes, From the tuition which they
will gain there, it is hoped that a fair per-
centage will not have te go into deaf and
dumb institutions. It is guite clear that
some will fail to gualify for tuition in the
ordinary elassroom. To a degree the work
is, of course, experimental, but so far the
experiments have met with such a measure
of suctess as to justify the hope that in
many cases they will prove entirely success.
ful.

I have taken the opportunity during
recent months to attend two of these schools.
I have not only seen the work of the children
but have also discussed their problems with
the teacher in charge. I must say that the
type of teacher in charge indicates that if
there is a meal prospect of snccess, as I
believe there is, they are the people who will
achieve it. I must admit they were nol
only capable but most sympathetic and
patient, and patience in this matter, so far
as I ean see, is the main consideration to-
wards success. I hope that it may be pos-
gible to include in this experiment children
who live in other parts of the State, though
they may be few in number and somewhat
seattered, who are affected in this way. It
will not be easy to include them, but I will
say that if eny such cases are brought to
the notice of ihe department, and if it is
possible for arrangements to be made for
their inclusion in these classes, I shall be
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prepared to endeavour to meke such ar-
rangements, in order fo help the parents of
those children, to have them removed.

The Careers Research Branch of the
Edueation Department consists of a superin-
tendent and six guidance officers who divide
their time between the high schools of
the State education system, Those officers are
responsible for the collection of information
concerning the occupational potentialities of
boys and girls approaching the school ege
and the conditions obtaining in Western
Aunstralian industry. With those two classes
of information at their disposal, they offer
vocational guidance both to the children and
their parents, Each year approximately
4,000 young people and the parents of 3,000
receive this service. Special cases are re-
ferred to the guidance officers, cases of
more than ordinary educational or social
maladjustment which come under the notice
of the welfage officer. The Careers Research
Braneh also ecarries out such other investi-
gations in the educational field as the de-
partment may require. The main point [
want to make is that both the parents and
the children concerned are recognising the
value of the work of these officers, and I
anticipate that it will grow in value as the
years go by.

The department is still hampered by the
existing shortage of teachers, but it is hoped
that the shortage will be overtaken very
soon. At present there are 360 students in
the Teachers’ College. Of these, 160 will
complete their two-year course at the end
of this year, and at least 220 will enter the
college at the beginning of 1948, There-
fore, it is expected that there will be 420
studenis, or thereabonts, at the eoliege next
year, of whom apprezimately 200 will eome
under the Commonwealth Re-Establishment
Training Scheme. I think I have dealt in
the main with all the items of expenditure
which appear in the Education Estimates.
I will conclude by saying that it is the de-
sire of the Government to maintain the
standard of edueation in all parts of the
Btate at the highest possible level, to ensure,
first of all, that there is a reasonahle mea-
sure of equality, so far as that is practic-
able, between all parts of the State. Having
reached that at the highest point of the pre-
sent level, it is thereafter desired progress-
ively to improve standards throughout West-
ern Australin. To that end, neither trouble,
setivity nor, so far as it is humanly pes-
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sible to obtsin them, money and materials
will be spared.

I have already referred to the vote of
thanks which I think we should record to
the staffs, both administrative and profes-
sional, of the Eduecation Department. I
would extend that word of thanks to the
Parents and Citizens’ Associations in various
parts of the country, and to all those who
have co-operated with the department at
any time in the past, and more particularly
during recent times, in the improvement of
educational conditions., I would also express
appreciation of the patience with which a
great number of people are helping to face
the problems of education at present. They
know what they want. They are continually
saying what they want. Buch of what they
say they want is entirely justified, but they
realise it cannot be achieved all at once. So
long as some progress is being made towards
it, and above all so long as they are cer-
tain that those in authority are anxious to

make some progress towards it, they are pre--

pared to wait such reasonable time as the
exigencies of the times demand.

Much has been gaid of the need for the ex--
penditure, or the acquisition for expenditure,
of a tremendous sum of money in regard
to education in Western Australia. T do not
think that if it could be obtained at present
we would, in many aspeects at least, know
what to do with it. Buat I do say that steady
increases in expenditure in the Edueation
Department on both gides of the Estimates—
and when I say both sides I mean the
salary side as well as the general and inci-
dental side—must be anticipated and pro-
vided for each year, not only from the point
of view of any inereased population or de-
mand we may expeet but also from the point
of view of the need for improvement in the
general standards. I have no doubt that
movement will take place throughout Aws-
tralia. I believe it can with advantage take
place a little faster here than it is likely
to take place elsewhere, and I am convinced,
after the time I spent with the Grants Com-
mission, that any reasonable approach to
this question as the years go by will he met
in a reasonably favourable manner by that
body. I think I may safely say that finan-
cial matters connected with education or the
welfare of children generally will have less
chance of meeting with difficulty from the
Grants Commission than any other
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matter which could be brought before
it. In short, I think that we are
perfectly safe in assuming that our reason-
able requirements, so long as the present
Commonwealth-State financial set-up re-
maing, in regard to education and matters
allied to it, will be met.

I notice that immediately underneath the
Education Vote and before that of Indus-
trial Development there is an item,” “Town
Planning”; and I would like to say a word
about that. The amount involved is very
small. It is made up of salaries £2,360, in-
cidentals £350, making a total of £2,700.
The board meets twice a month owing to ihe
amount of work which is now invelved in
town planning matlers, and the incidental
expenses cover travelling, board fees, sta-
tionery, ete. There is a secretary, a drafts-
man, a typist andra junior typist, as well
as Mr, Davidson. So it is quite clear that
for the amount of work that has to be done
the office is not overstaffed. But why I
want to refer to these Estimates in particu-
lar is to say that I am bhopeful that a com-
mittee eonsisting of representatives of the
Government: departments concerned and of
loeal anthorities will be set up very shortly
to investigate and report on the gquestion
of consolidation of the local government
Acts—the Municipal Corporations Aet and
the Road Districts Act—into ore statute
and to recommend also what alterations
should be made in the existing laws as ap-
plying to those two types of local govern-
ing bodies.

The request for this has been made by
the Road Boards Assoeiation and, I think,
by the Country Municipalities Association
also, and both those bodies are prepared, as
is the Loeal Government Bodies’ Association
of Employees, to send representatives fo
that committee. Tt is proposed that the
Town Planning Commissioner should be a
member of the committee, as he has a re-
markable knowledge of local government
law and practice and will, in my opinion,
make a very good contribution towards im-
proving and consolidating the law dealing
with local government in Western Australia.
Mr. Davidson has resigned from some other
committees on which he has acted for some
time, and is quite prepared to undertake
some of the work involved in this proposed
preparation of a pew statute, and I think
much of valpe will ensue from this inquiry,
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which will not be of a public naiure, as it
is intended to go into {he matter, as it were,
in committee. Mr. Davidson is to be con-
gratulated on being prepared to add to his
present work by undertaking a job of this
nature. I have pleasure in submitting the
Estimates for those two departments.

MR. GRAYDEN (Middle Swan) [8.29]:
I would say at the outset that the matter
on which 1 would elaim the attention of
members is not o Party one. 1t is, however,
one which is relevant to this debate inax-
mueh as it concerng the education that the
children of this State receive. If we are
to budget for a maximum in order to im-
prove edueation in this State—and that
must always be our aim—we Tequire to
konow, for that reason alone, that such muney
will be spent wisely and to the best advanti-
age. It is beecanse I think our edueationa)
system is perpetrating inaccuracies which
nre obvious, and of considerable importanee,
that I raise the matter at this juneture. In
addition, there is a very great primciple in-
volved to which every member will sorely
subscribe. It is a principle deeply rooted
in the history of this country, but at the
same time, it is being violated and distort-
ed in Western Ausiralia.

The principle I refer to is that bistory
should know the trnth. Many things oecur
in the country’s life which are not recorded:
many things are not worthy of record. T
have no grievanee against that. My griev-
ance is that there should be a distortion of
the facts which are available for all to sce.
It is incumbent upon each and every one of
us to point out such distortions of trutk
when they occur, even if the subject-matter
be distasteful to us.  Therefore T bring
forward faets which are available for all
to see and which should have beem more
generally known long ago. T refer to the
Goldfields Water Scheme,

I bring these faets forward in the hope
that the Government will see fit to have =
fufll and complete inquiry conducted into
the eharoes T make. If that is not done
we will simply be providing money so that
our children may be taught untruths ani
distortions of truths. The inquiry I sng-
gest would have te be a full one, and T pro-
pose to ask for it in order that the ehildren
of this State shall be taught the trath. I
have alreadv said that many things oceu:
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in the country’s history that sre not recorded
and many things are not worthy of he-
ing recorded, but the matter of the Golid-
fields Water Scheme has been recorded, and
it is because the trne facts have not been
told to the children that I raise my voice
tomight.

To substantiate what I bave said, let me
read extracts from our schoo! books and
history books that are misleading and
erossly inaccurate.  The extracts I refer
to are widespread throughoui the . State. 1
have here three school books which I have
chosen at random, and this is the kind of
thing contained in them—

To his far-seeing judgment anid the great

akill of the Enginecr-in-Chief at that time, we
owe the Goldfields Water Scheme.
That is in “The Swan History” book which
is eirculaling in oor schools, T have here
another history hook, “Australia sinee 1606”
which has this to say—

Then Forrest did a Dold thing. The Engin-
cer-in-Chief for the colony, proposed to dam
the Helenn River, cighteen miles from Perth,
and then to pump the water 330 miles to Kal-
gourlie, Three hundred and thirty miles! That
makes you gasp. Tt made everybody gusp ex-
cept Sic John Forrest. He backed the Engin-
cer-in-Chief 's reheme and seeured money from
T:ondon to finanee it.

Hon. J. R. SBleeman; To not youn agree
with thai?

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is the point T
make: These statements are not in aceord
with fact. | assure the memher for Fre-
mantle that they are bogus and without
foundation, as T propose to show in a
minute. Yet, this is the sort of thing that
has been taught our children for many years.
Let me quote from Dr, Battye's “History of
Western Australia” as follows;—

Convineed that something of a comprehensive
nature must le carried out, the Engineer-in-
Chief, to whose genius, energy, and boldness
the colony owes so mueh, brought forward a
secheme (Votes and Proceedings, 1836 Vol. 1
Taper No. 10} for earrying water to the Gold-
ficlds from the coast. Shortly, his suggestion
was to boild a huge reservoir on the Helen:
River near Mundaring, in the Darling Ranges.
That again is a gross distortion of the facts
which are available for all to see. T have
here a booklet written within the last few
weeks to commemorate the centenary of Sir
John Forrest. It contains an article written
by a pupil of the Forrest High School, and
it clearly emphasises just what our children
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are being taught in connection with this
wmatter,

After inquiring into suggestions for over-
coming the great difficulties, the Government
decided to adopt a scheme proposed by the
Engineer-in-Chief for Western Australin.

Mo it goes on through the history books.
Now let me quote from the report of the
Parliamentary Royal Commission of Febru-
ary, 1902, appointed to inguire into the
Goldfields Water Scheme. It is not neces-
sary to go beyond that Royal Commission to
discover how bogus and misleading are these
school books. Thig report contains the fol-
lowing statement by the Engineer-in-Chief
himself :—

As is elearly evidenced in my report I was
not responsible for the initiation of the scheme
and am merely responsible for the desigping
and earrying out of it.

In spite of that emphatic denial we find
the school hoovks of this country econtinue
to contain statements that are obviously en-
tirely without foundation, Both Sir Jobn
Forrest and the Engineer-in-Chief deliber-
ately and eategorically denied authorship of
the scheme to which I am referring. In his
report to Parliament, the Engineer-in-Chief
said—

When the propesal to supply five million
gadlons of water, by pumping from reservoirs in
the Greenmount Ranges, iB referred to, it
frequently has been referred to as being my
proposal, it ean therefore only properly held
to be so in so0 far as being, in my opinion, the
hest means of attaining the object in view, and
not in any way as being a fancy project of
mine {as Bome persems have described it}
which T am desirons of thrusting upon the
Giovernment and the country.

Referring to these and other categorienl
denials by the Engineer-in-Chief, Sir John
Forrest, on the 3th Auvgust, 1896, said that
there appeared to be a fendency to miseon-
ception, and because that misconception bad
already arisen the Engineer-in-Chief wvery
properly said the propesal was not his. I
will refer now to what Sir John Forrest
raid—

Mr. Reynolds: Do you think the scheme
was a wonderfnl one?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I am not referring to
that aspect but to some untruths in connec-
tion with the scheme. At page 284 of “Han-
sard,” on the 5th August, 1896, Sir John
Forrest, referring to the Engincer-in-Chief,
said—
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I am quite sure that anyone reading his re-
port cannot come to that comclusion, although
the Engineer-in-Chief quite properly says that
he is not responsible for the project, being
only the adviser to the Government. But to say™
that he is adverse to the scheme or that if has
been pressed upen him by the Government
against his wishes, is as far from the truth as
the poles are asunder.

Hon. 4. B, Sleeman: Did he say which

was the furthest?

Mr. GRAYDEN: It is slightly ambiguous,
but Sir John was defending the Engineer-
in-Chief at that time. I think that estab-
lishes that at that time therec was never any
suggestion that the Engineer-in-Chief was
the author of the scheme.

Mr. Hegney: Who originated it?

Mr. GRAYDEN: I will tell the hon,
member later. Would what Sir John said
econvey that the man to whem he was re-
ferring was the author of the schemei Of
course it would not. The sechool history
booky of this State are publishing state-
ments on this matter that are utterly inac-
curaie, Those statements have been denpied
by the two persons most vitally concerned,
Sir John Forrest and the Engineer-in-Chief.
The school books are distorting the truth, If
we arce to be fair to future generations in
this State we must teach the truth, and if
the matter is to he ecleared up it must be
done now. I will now deal with another
angle, at the eonclusion of which 1 will, 1
hope, have established the need for a full in-
guiry info such distortions of truth in mat-
ters of historical faet. Tn this State there
is & body known as the Historieal Society,
and naturally the findings of that body
enrry considerable weight in the publie
mind. I helieve that the Historieal Society
of this State has lent itself to a distortion
of the {ruth.

This is a serious charge but I make it in
all gineerity and I think the position war-
rants an mmediate and fuoll inquiry, The
Historical Society has made every possible
effort to refute Sir John Forrest’s own state-
ment, made at a banquet at Ianowna in
1895, when he was visiting the Goldficlds in
an effort to overcome the water problem.
The society has not made any effort to con-
snlt those who are in possession of the true
faets regarding the genesis of the scheme,
who ean point out, for all fo see, where the
frue facts are recorded and available.
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Mr, Hoar: That is & serious charge.

Mr. GRAYDEN: I fully realise that. The
Historical Society has not consulted or made
any effort to consult those who were at that
banquet when the scheme was first pro-
pounded.

Hon, J. B. Sleeman: Have you read Jchn
K. Ilwers's letter on it?

Mr, GRAYDEN: The Historical Society
appointed a special sub-committee to inquire
into this matter and although it did not
make any effort to consult these who could
have enlightened it on the subject, it arrived
at a finding—whieh I have here—that shows
bias in its worst form.

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: Perhaps that is
where this originated. Was the member for
Nedlands present at that party?

Mr. GRAYDEN: This is the finding of
the Historical Society:— :

The design and construction of the Gold-
fields water scheme were in the main carried
out by the Engineer-in-Chief and his staff
under the direction of the Government. The in-
spiration behind the Bill authorising the work
was the driving power and far-sighted vision
of the Premier, Sir John Forrest, Since Sir
John Forrest was the author and the Engineer-
in-Chief tho designer and builder, we do not
agree that the school books are in error in giv-
ing the eredit to them for the Goldfields Water
Scheme. '

That report shows clearly that even the
Historical Society has abandoned the Engi-
neer-in-Chief myth. It shows also that the
soctety now attributes to Sir John Forrest
the authorship of the scheme, and in doing
so it is actually refuting Sir John Forvest's
own statement on the matter. In 1895 Sir
John Forrest toured the Goldfields in an en-
deavour to solve the problem of supplying
them with water. To illustrate the position
existing at the time T will read an extract
from the “Daily News” of the 26th Novem-
ber, 1893, cmphasizsing that no scheme had
been evolved or decided upon at the fime ot
Sir John’s visit to the fields.

Hon, A. H. Panton: Is the “Daily News”
as old as that? No wonder it is bhecoming
decrepit,

Mr, GRAYDEN:
said—

Captain Oates asked that the Govermment
set aside £10,000 to bore for water in the
neighbourhood of Kalgoorliee. ~Mr. Moran,

f*The Daily News”’
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M.L.A., advoeated a scheme of water supply
by the comstruction of numerous covered-in
tanks at IMamnan’s Lake, seven miles distant.
The requests of that deputation show
clearly what the position was when Sir
John toured the Goldfields. I will now
read a statement by Sir John Forrest him-
self during that tour. This is an extraet
from his speech at the banquet at Kanowna
on the 24th November, 1895, and reported
in ‘“The West Australian’’ of the 27th
November of that vear—

One of the greatest difficulties to be grap-
pled with is that of water, and one of the
chief objects of my visit is to find out how
best the Government of the Colony can assist
in the matter, The difficulties to be en-
countered with regard to the seareity of water
will, T believe, be overcome although I can-
not say how. What a transformation there
would be if the district had a stream of
fresh water running through it.

This is the relevant portion—

How gz supply can be obtained, I repeat T
cannot say, but it must be secured.

Burely that is emphatic enough, and that
appeared in ‘‘The West Australian,’’ Yef
the Historical Society has made every ef-
fort possible to refute that statement! At
that banguet the proposal for a goldfields
water supply scheme was put up to Sir
Jobn Forrest by Mr. N. W. Harper in his
response to the toast of ‘‘The Mining In-
dustry.’’ I shall quote from the ‘‘Daily
News’’ of the 26th November, 1895, two
days after that speech at the banquet and
to which reference had been made on the
subject at Kanowna—

Mr. Harper, manager of the Robinson Gold
Mines, responded recommending the bringing

of water from the Avon River near York for
use on the geldfields.

At the banquet Sir John Forrest had said
he did not know how the water supply
could be provided, and so Mr. Harper made
it elear to him,

Hon. A. H. Panten: ‘“John Dee'’ must
have reported that!

Mr. GRAYDEN: At the ceonclusion of
the banquet Sir John went to Mr. Harper
and suggested that instead of looking to
the Swan as the source a hetter and purer
water supply could be obtained from the
Helena River. The late Messrs. J. Wolleoek
and J. Bray, both capable engineers well-
known in Coolgardie, took part in a long
conversation with Sir John Forrest after
the banquet, and both supported Mr. Har-
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per strongly with regard to the proposi-
tion, I will read an extract, which will
indicate to the House the frame of mind
in which Sir John Forrest zeturned to
Perth from the fields. Here is an extract
from a speech by Mr. Venn in the Legis-
lative Assembly on the 5th August, 1896,
in which he said—

When this thing took on with the hon.

gentleman, as usual with him, everything was
swept out of his way like a tormado . ...

That shows what Sir John Forrest thought
about it when he came back from the
fields. Next I will quote from an original
letter sent by Sir John Forrest in his own
handwriting to Mr. Nat Harper. If any
member would eare to see these letters and
other doenments, I shall be pleased to make
them gavailable for perusal. The letter, which
is dated the 20tk March, 1897, was sent from
the, Golonial Secretary’s office, Perth and
read—

My dear Harper, I am glad to get your
letter and should be delighted if you conld
get in. I sent you some Gopies of my speech
at Bunbury, I am the only onme whe had
done anything for the ’fields—all the others
have dome nothing. T cannot understand
what the oppositiorists have to find fault
with, We are spending this year £200,000 on
water on the ‘fields and the great water
scheme is oura,

The word “ours” is underlined in the
original letter. Next I would refer members
to a letter from Mr. Nat Harper to Sir John
Forrest and read by the then Minister for
Mines, Hon. E. H. Wittenoom, which will be
found in the Parliamentary Debates for the
session held in 1896, Volume 9, in connec-
tion with the Coolgardie Goldficlds Water
Supply Loan Bill. That was on the 13th
August, 1896, and the letter was written on
the 3rd Avgust. That letter was used by
Sir John Forrest to canvass members in
connection with the Bill. This correspond-
ence and the extracts I have furnished can-
.not be denied; they are irrefutable. Yet—
and this is the point—the Historical Society
has made no effort to consult those who have
these documents in their possession. Have
they ever done so? The answer to that is
that they have not.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Then they should be
dishanded !

Mr, GRAYDEN : Next I shall refer to a
speech made by Mr. Lefroy in the Legislative
Assemblv i» August, 1836, which appears
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in “Hansard” for that year at page 295, as
follows :—

Thease ‘“childigh’’ minds of ours, on this side
of the House, can quite realise that, if it is
possible to pump water 300 feet, it will be
poasible to repeat, over and over again, the
pumping of that water until it is elevated to
the height required.

In that speech Mr. Lefroy mentioned the
pumping of water to the Goldfields, and that
was the first time pumping water in stages

had been referred to. Sir Jobn Forrest was
doing his best to get the Bill passed by Par-
liament, and on more than one oceasion he
stated that he had to fight to get the Bill
through, politieally and deparimentally.

Mr. Marshall: When you say “depart-
mentally,” what opposition and by whom?

Mr. GRAYDEN: T cannot szy ofthand,
but he was confronted with tremendous
opposition departmentally, and that is re-
ferred to in “Hansard.” OQn the 1lth of
that month, Sir John Forrest sent a wire to
Mr. Harper asking flor permission to
pubﬁsh an extract from a letter that he had
received. This letter was written on the 3rd
Angust, and Sir John had already used it to
eanvass members. I have the original tele-
gram here which reads—

Many thanks for your letter. Have youn
any objection to my publishing extracta from
it under your name. I feel it would do much
good. The Bill is now safe.

That letter was read by the then Minister
for Mines two days later in the Legislative
Couneil. It had tremendous political signi-
ficance and had it not been for the letter it
is not likely that the Bill would have been
passed. In “Hansard” there appears a
report of a three-hour speech by Sir John
Forresi dealing with the introduction of the
Coolgardie Water Supply Loan Bill, during
the eourse of which he stated :—

I have it on the aunthority of one of the
leading mine managers, Mr. Harper, who was
manager of Frager’s Goldmining Company at
Bouthern Cross, and who is now manager of
tho Mount Robinsor mine, near Kanowna, that
10,000 gallons of water is sufficient to keep
a 20-head battery going for 24 hours.

Nowhere in the course of that three hours
speeck did Sir John Forrest mention any
name exeept Mr. Harper’s. Sir John For-
rest asked that permission on the 11th and
it appeared in ‘‘Hansard'’ o. the 13th and
the letter was written by Mr. Harper on
the drd. Now let me read a letier signed
‘‘Robert Beveridge’' of Glen Iris, Vietoria
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and published in ‘*The West Australian’
of the 14th Novemher, 1935, as follows:—

To the Editor: Having been on the engin-
cering staff of Babeock and Wilcox (London),
Melbourne office, the firm of contractors who
supplied the boilers for the pumping plants
for the Goldfields Water Scheme, L am natur-
ally much interested in the correspondenca
which recently has appeared in your columnms.
During the time I was with Babeock and
Wildcox I came to know, the late-Lord Forrest
well. On one oecasion when on a journey to
Adclaide, en route to Port Pirie, I met Lord
Forrest on the Speneer-strect Station, Mel-
hourne, and he invited me to share his com-
partment. Lord Forrest was going to Adelaide
to cateh the R.ALS. Orsova for Fremantle, I
happened to mention the object of my journey
to Port Pirie, which was to supervise the land-
ing of the pipes for the Umberumberka water
scheme to supply Broken Hill. Lord Forrest
was intensely interested. The mention of
pipe lines, he told me, brought back pleasant
memories  of the great Coolgardie Water
Beheme., I asked him then was it not solely
and wholly his scheme. ¢‘No, Beveridge,’’
he gaid, ‘A man named Harper was the father
of the scheme; I was the mother.”’

I wish to emphasise the last sentence,
**Harper was the fathey of the scheme;
T was the mother.”’ Yet we have the school-
bhooks of this State printing distortions of
the iruth; there is no other name for it.
Ve have the Mistorieal Society—and this
15 more serious—upholding {those distor-
tions of truth. I submit that if we are goinge
to uphold the principle that history shall
know the truth, then we must have a very
tull inguiry into these charges—

Hon. A. R. (. Hawke: What about an-
other Royal Commission?

Mr. GRAYDEN: —the charges that the
wchool history books of this State are print-
ing distortions of the truth and the charge
that the Historieal Society is upholding
those distortions of the truth.

HON, J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mautle) {9.2]: Like the member for Middle
Swan I, too, shall find it necessary to delve
into a little history.

Mr. Marshali: Do you want an inguiry,
too?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Mine is of some-
what more reeent date than that dealt with
by the memher for Middle Swan, The mat-
ter with which he has been dealing is now
somewhat obscure, and it is difficult for us
at this stage to be sure what really hap-
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pened, but as I am to some extent corcern-
ed with what he said, before I proceed with
the main theme of my remarks, I should
like to say that, shortly after I became
Minister for Education, I reeeived a visit
from Mr, Harper, who told me much the
same story as [ have heard here tonight.
As it was not possible for me to make the
necessary investigation, I referred the mat-
ter to the Historieal Society for eomsidera-
tion and report. As a result of what was
reported, I did not feel justified after so
many years in making an alteration in the
history books that had heen used in the
schools so long. It seems to me that, in
years gone by, there must have been ample
opportunity to make the correction, if a
correction were needed.

Mr. Grayden: It should not have been
needed.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The fact that™a cor-
rection was not made in all those years ap-
pears to indicate that the great weight of
opinion was against the case whieh has been
presented here tonight.

The history with which I propose to denl
is of very much more reecent date and has
# direct bearing upon the Dudget and the
education system of Western Australia and
the proposals of the Government. Members
will have it fresh in their minds thet, dur-
ing Lhe clection campaign, guite a lot of
statements were made about the inertia of
Ministers and the lack of enthusiasm in
their departments and all sorts of things
that were wrong. I was greatly interested
to hear the Minister, when introducing his
Estimates in a most instroctive way, men-
tion that the teaching staff of the Educa-
tion Department, the administrative officers
and so on were doing an excellent job and
had been doing an excellent job for years,
& statement with which he said I would
agree. I do agree, but I find it diffieult to
reconcile the Minister’s opinion with the
statements made about the achievements of
the department prior to the election. Of
course no-one in the department has been
sacked except the Minister, and the policy
which was being earried out with regard to
education is, so far as I can see, being car-
ried out now with, of course, some expeet-
ed developments along certain lines.

Let us see what was said about the edu-
eation system just before the elections and
consider whether these officers were doing

L]
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the good job that the Minister now tells us
they were and are doing. I quote from
‘‘The West Australian’’ published on the
eve of polling day wherein were set out the
statements of the Ledders of the three eon-
tending parties. The then Leader of the
Opposition, the present Minister for Edu-
cation, said—

A crisis has arisen in nearly cverything.
Transport is chagtic and your money, to Eay
nothing of your industries, is at stake. As to
hospitalisation, educational facilities, socldiera’
lund settlement and housing, you can see
muddle all round you. -
t‘Ag to education facilities you can see
muddle all round you.’”’ That was six
months ago.

Mr. Marshall: I can see muddle coming
in the near future.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: A few days before,
the advertisement I have here appenred; it is
familiar; 1t is the famous cobweb advertise-
ment. Memhers will see here ‘‘Schools
Muddle.’” The officers who are now being
commended were in charge of the muddle
at that time, if muddle there indeed were.
Here we have it, “The Truth about Schools
and Bducation.” Let us see what the truth
wias—

Schoels and edueation are other vital matters
which shame the Labour Government. It has let
the people down badly over the Stnte. The
grant for education is totally inadequate.
There are too few schools and many existing
sthools urgently need enlarging. Teachers ara
too poorly paid. There are too few teachers
and a lack of facilities for training more
teachers. Classes are too large with s conse-
quent strain upon the teachers and a serious
handicap to the children. There is insufficient
school equipment and no adequate provision
for the systematie maintenance of school build-
ings and equipment. Here, again, is another
of the many instances where Labour talks much
hut does Jittle. Labour has heen a Government
in name only. This time, let’s have real Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Marshall: Ah!
Government members: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is supposed
to he the truth about education! Tf the
article had been properly captioned, the eap-
tion would have been, “Lies about Eduea-
tion,” because they were lies and not the
truth at all. The Minister’s statoment to-
night shows that he copld not ask me to
agree with him that the work of the officers
over the vears has heen particularly good if
during the time I was Minister there was
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nothing but muddle all round me. There-
fore, I say it is very diffieult to reconcile
the statements. True, there were not sufli-
cient schools and there was great lack of
accommodation. There still is, as I shall
prove shortly, and there will be in three
years’ time, too. Of course, conditions will
improve for the reason that we are getting
further and further away from the war
years,

Mr. Leslic: We are sweeping the cobwebs
away.

Hon. A. H. Panton: We have to get the
spider, which is spinning more eobwebs.

Hon. J. T. TONKIXN: While Ministers are
saying today that they cannot do this or
that, that they eannot build more houses or
more schools, we are teld that physieal diffi-
culties prevent them from daing so. What i«
the cause of those physical diffienltics? The
Premier =atd this, az reported in “The West
Australian” during the election eampaign—

The already worn-out excuse of wartime
limitations, if advanced again by the Govern-
ment, cannot be sustained in view of the faet
that a refercnee to Parliamentary ¢ Hansard’?
will reveal that in the ycars prier te the war
members of the Opposition, and even members

- on the Government side, repeatedly drew tho

Government’s attention to the deterioration
taking place in the administration of State
affairs.

What on earth has the drawing of attention
to the deterioration to do with the supply of
materials? We were not to use the worn-out
excuse of wartime limitations, but this Gov-
ernment, which was going to move mountains,
finds that it eannot do so bheeanse of the
diffienltics arising out of the war. Now let
us hear what the present Minister for Eduea-
tion had to say about the difficulties—

While we do not deny that the war was re-
sponsible for gome of the difficulties, Mr. Watts
eontinued, it must be noted that in other States,
notably South Australia, these war difficulties
bave been speedily overcome,

Of course, it is nothing of the sort. South
Australin is in the szme, if not a worse,
position than we are. 1In this connection,
it is interesting o note that as to the short-
age of teachers—about which the present
Minister for Education complained duoring
the election, when he said that there was
no shortage of teachers in South Australis—
& few days after our election it was stated
in “The West Australian” that, becanse of
the acnte shortage of teachers in South Auns-
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tralin the Premier of that State was going
to try to get 200 from Great Britain. 1 will
read the paragraph from “The West Auns-
tralian"™—

Adelaide, April 1¢. Teacher Shortage In
South Australia. To overcome the acute short-
age of women teachers which is hampering the
Edueation Department, the State Government
is attempting to bring 200 women teachers to
Adelaide from Great Britain, Particulars of
the s=alavies scale offered by the Eduecation
Department, and other information, have been
sent to London, The Premier, (Mr. Playford)
said vesterday that arrangements are belng
made to have the teachers included in the
State’s allocation of passengers. It is unlikely

that the State Government’s request for nurses,

from Britain ean be granted.

There was therefore 1lsy a shortage of nurses
in South Australia.

The I’remier: He is a trier.

Hon, J. T. TONKIX: Yes, but it shows
that South Australia was experiencing these
difficulties, notwithstanding that the people
of this State were told by the members of
the present Ggvernment on the hustings that
the situation here was peculiar to this
State, while other States have been able to
grapple suoccessfully with wartime con-
ditions, It is interesting to see how the
Government is meeting these difficulties. The
Minister for Edneation had occasion to go
to Wongan Hills to consider the question of
the. establishment of country high schools.
With him he had Hon. C. G. Latham, M.I.C.,
and Mr. J. H. Ackland, M.I.A. I guote the
following :—

Mr. Watts, in reply, said that the existing

difficulties could not be overcome for a num-
ber of years.

Thizs was the Government that was going
to fix things! Continuing—

It was not a question of finance, but of

materials and any improvement would depend
on the co-operation of all sections of the com-
munity,
The next part of the Minister's statement
is what I want members to take particular
notiee of, beecause it has in it, if true, some-
thing with which I feel a majority of mem-
bers will seriously disagree., The Minister
said—

The Government’s policy was that the
standard of education of rural districts should
first be raised to the level of that of the
towns, and then progressively to improve both.

That presupposes & wide disparity between
the standard of edueation in the country and
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in the towns, and that the policy will be
to keep the towns exactly where they are
until the eountry can eatch up, and then send
them both forward. A little analysis will
show that if that policy is to be adopted
then it will be impossible to do anything
to improve education in the towns, because
even if the Good Lord Himself came to
earth and took control of eduecation, He
eould not give to the children in the country
a standard of education which is possible in
the towns where there are large populations,
It would be beyond the capacity of any man
to do it beecaunse of the insurmountable diffi-
culties confronting such a proposal,

All that we can hope to do 13 to give to
the country distriets the best possible scheme
of education having regard to the eireum-
stances; but if children live in such isolated
areas that it is not possible to provide them
with a school or a teacher, how on earth
can they be given a standard of eduecation
comparable to that which children in cities
receive? It eannot be done. There are many
children in the country who live so far
away that the only possible means of edu-
cating them is by correspondence, if they
want to remain at home, or they must leave
home and go to a town. If we take the dis-
tricts where it is possible to establish a
small country school—and there are, un-
fortunately, many places where a small
country school is the only possible method
—then & little reflection will show that, try
as we might, we could not give the eight
or ten children in sueb a school the same
facilities that eould be provided in Perth.

Could we, for example, establish in such
a school a complete visual education unit?
Could we establish for them workshops for
metal work and for woodwork or a domestic
sciencg centre? We could not get a teacher
capable of instructing in all those subjects
in the small schools, and it would be too
costly to set up separate workshops for the
one or two children of the reqnired age who
could take those subjects at those schools.
So it is just so much “hooey” to say that
we can bring education in the country dis-
tricts up to the present standard in the ecity.
If the standard of education in the city is
to remain static until such time as the edu-
eation in the country ¢an be brought to the
same level, it will be static forever. Of
course, the Minister will find a little later
that he will have to depart a good deal from
that pronouncement and will have to allow
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education in the eity to progress as it
should do, and at the same time do his best
to continue improving educational faeilities
in the country. And that is what the pre-
vious Government was endeavouring to do
the whole time.

Now let ns examine the figures. We are
told that the previous Government would
not spend enough money on edueation. I
saw 2 statement in “The Liberal News.” I
am sorry I have not the publication here
tenight, but T will feteh it later on, if mem-
bers doubt my word, I saw a statement in
this paper, about Janunary or February,
which said that the previous Government
could find money for beer and betting, but
no money for eduncation, That is what we
were told: that we provided insufficient
money for education but had money for
those other purposes. It was said that the
grant for education was totally inadequate.
One would have expected that if that were
true then, npon accession to office by this
(tovernment, there would have been a very
substantial lift in the Education Vote. If
our Vote of over £1,000,000 was totally in-
adequate, we would have been justified in
looking for a very substantial 1ift indeed.
Let us analyse the figures,

I shall indicate the expenditure during the
ast year of the previous Government, and
the Budget for this year. In 1945-46, the
total expenditure was £1,002,520, and in
1946-47 the expenditure was £1,223,746, or
an increase in the 12 months of £221,226,
What is the increase proposed by this Gov-
crnment for the coming year? The Estimates
indicate an increase of £188,164. So, if the
Treasurer’s estimate is realised, the actual
increase in edueation expenditure budgeted
for by this Government is £30,000 less than
the actnal increased expenditure during the
previous 12 months. -So the rate at whieh
education expenditure was being increased
hy the previous Government wass greater
than what is aetually being proposed by
this Government. Therefore, if our Vote
was so totfally inadequate, the present Gov-
ernment must' be sadly disappointing its
supporters in this regard. The Minister for
Education has always had his eye on the
political possibilities of any situation.

The Leader of the Opposition the other
evening quoted a statement by the Minister
in which he said, in effect, that he would
refrain from complimenting any member of
the Government hecause, if he made 99
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statements against the Government and
one in its favour, it would be that one
whiech would be quoted against him and,
because of that, and being very politically
minded, he would refrain from offering any
congratulation at all. I cannot blame him
for that, if he has his eye on the political
situation all the time. Sinece he has beeoms
Minister he has continued along those lines,
hoping by publicity here and there to build
up the Government, and so make secure a
position which is really most insecure. I
propose to read a statement on edueational
policy dated the 24th Msy, whieh was a little
less than two months after the present Glov-
ernment took office. Here it is—

Outlining the Government’s education
policy, he (Mr. Watts) referred to the diffi-
cultivs faced by the Education Department,
saying that they were mainly physical and
concerned staffs, labour and materiuls. ‘‘The
Government’s policy in edueation c¢an be
summarised as being to bring secondary edu-
cation within the reach of as many children
as possible throughout the State, Mr. Watts
said.

Althongh Mr. Watts did not say so, that
was precisely the policy of the previous Gov-
ernment.

Plans are now well forward for additional
high schools and the establishment of junior
high schools at a number of country centrea
aa part of the policy of endeavouring to give
better and higher education (mnot exelusively
academic and professional education) to the
maximnm number possible, In view of the
diffieulties surrounding the provision of bhuild-
ings on any large scale at the present time,
there must, however, be substantial delays in
earrying out such a programme—

This is letting the people down lightly. In
view of the promises which were made, it
was necessary guickly to steady things dewn
a hit.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Premier looks
very guilty!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: So the Minister
was ab some pains to show that there would
be substantial delays—

—aze it is felt that the pressing needs of many

primary schools and the relief of overerowd-
ing must first be dealt with.

This is the part to which I take very strong
exception—

In various parts of the State T found when
I took office that children were being taught
in most unsuitable and uncongenial surround-
ings. In one centre, two dis-used ghops,
wholeheartedly condemned by the loecal auth-
ority, were in use as clagsrooms, although the
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position at this centre is mow in process of
improvement by the letting of a contract for
school additions.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: I suppose they arc
still in the shops.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Yes, they are. 1
am poing to read that again because, whilst
it cannot be said that it tells an untruth,
it places the matter in such a light as to
lead people, as it was infended to do, to
come to a quite wrong conclnsion—

In one centre two disused shops, whole-
lieartedly comdemned by the loeal anthority,
were in use as elass-rooms, although the posi-
tion at this centre is now in process of im-
provement by the letting of a contraet for
achool additions.

T would like to know whether you, Mr.
Choairman, or any other person who did not
know the faets, would not assume from that
statement that the present Government and
the present Minister had taken the necessary
stops to relieve the situation. There is not
a person reading thaf who would not come
to the conelusion that the present Govern-
ment was responsible for getting busy to
relieve the pesition. I propose to tell the
story of these disused shops so that we ecan
see whether the previous Government was
to any extent whatever blameworthy in the
matter, and whether the Minister wag justi-
fied, apart from political considerations, in
making that statement. The place referred to
is Big Bell. Members will recal]l that during
the session [ have asked the Minister a
series of questions about these shops, abont
this school and the number of chiidren in
attendance, the dafe when the shops were
taken, as to whether the children were still
in the shops and so on, and the Minister
has been good enough to give me the in-
formation.

The story will show just what steps were
taken hy the previous Government and the
Minister to deal with the situation which,
becanse of the very nature of things, de-
veloped very rapidly and prevented pro-
viston heinr made before the acute accom-
modation difficulty arose. In September,
1945, there were only 15 children on the
roll at this school, which was a two-roomed
one. At the end of 194D, there were 236
children on the roll—still only sufficient to
be accommodated comfortably in one room,
and there were two, Ip June, 1946, when
the figures came in for the first half of that
year, there were under 100 children in the
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school, and so the need for extra accom-
modation wag not orgent but the pusition
required to be watched. Had conditions
heen normal, plang would have been pu
in train straightaway for additional accom
modation. But because of the necessity to
deal with accommodation problems where
they were most acute from time to time—
and the Minister recognised that and hns
said as much tonight—consideration eould
not be given to a school where, at the time,
accommodation was adequate.  On the 141)
June, 1916, the enrolment at the school was
97. By July, 1946—the next month—the
number had jumped from 97 to 120. I
doubt very much whether theve is any place
in the State where, in such a short time,
there would be such a substantial rise in
the number of children in attendance.

So, from the position of there being
sufficient secommodation, the situation de-
veloped within a matter of weeks of the
accommodation being most inadequate. Be.
cause of that, plans were immediately re-
quested for additional aceommodation, and
on the 2nd August, plons were sont to the
Under Treasurer for approval. On the
20th August, approval was granted by the
Under Treasurer, and the TPublic Works
Department was notified. The approval was
for additional accommodation at Big Bell,
to cost £1,585. So there was not a delay
of even a forinight once the position de-
veloped where there were more children
than we ecould reasonably saccommodate,
Tenders for the work were advertisod on
the 8th November, and a tender was ae-
cepted for the job on the 24th December,
some three months before this Government
took office.  So, all that there was to be
done with regard to making the necessary
arrangements to relieve the position, was
done.

Tenders were ealled and one acerpled.
What more conld a Minister do? It was
impossible to find the materials for the
tenderer. That was bis job. As he tender-
ed for the job, it was expected that he had
a rensonible chance of carrying it out. S,
three months bhefore we loft office, and aectu-
ally before the school resumed in February,
a contrart had heen let for additional aceom-
modation. When the sehool opened in
February, the teacher found he had more
ehildren than he eould copr with, =0 he used
his initiative and looked for some temporary
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accommodation. He found a shop—a c¢om-
paratively new building, but it was not
constructed for a school—which in his
opinion, so he reported to the department,
was. satisfactory for the purpose of tem-
porary use. He was authorised by the
Dircctor to use it, and rightly so. He took
that shop on the 11th February. He sub-
sequently found it neeessary to take a
second shop beeause the growth of numbers
was sp large.

Sa, for six weeks during the time I was
Minister, the children were in these disused
shops. The present Government has been in
office sinee the 1st April. It is now prae-
tically the end of October, and the children
are still in the shops, which were only con-
demned by the local authority in a report
received affer I left office. No report of
their condemnation was made to me before
the 1st of April
received it did not wholeheartedly condemn
them, as the Minister has said, but drew
attention to the faet that they were not
suitable as school buildings—which evervone
knew.

" Mr. Marshall: That was the basis of the

condemnation,
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Certain things

were required, such as lavatory sceommoda-
tion and the like, to make them satisfactory.
Was this a fair statement when everything
neeessary to relieve the position had been
done by the previous Government, and the
existing onc did not do a thing? No fair-
minded person, taking the developments as
I have outlined them—and what I have said
is acenrate and ecan be checked—conld come
to any conclusion other than that the
Minister and the department did the best
they coul in the circumstanees and that
there had been no unnecessary delay in pro-
viding for the accommeodalion of the ehild-
ren. I do not blame this Government
beeause the ehildren are still in those shops,
as I know the difficulties that exist. They
are physical difficulties,” Men tender for
buildings but cannot get material to com-
plete them. The Premier will know that
during the war pericd it took nearly two
vears to get a room built at the Waroona
school.

The contractor would put in a few days
and then have to cease work on the job
becanse of lack of material, and although
from time to time we threatened to take the

When the report wag |
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contract from him and find somebody else to
do the work, we did not do that beezuse we
could not find anybody else, and the con-
tractor knew it. I have no doubt he was
doing his best in the circumstances, but the
fact remains that it took him that time to
erect one room. Those are the facts that the
present (Government refused to recognise
when on the hustings, and instead of being
reasonable about the position it talked about
muddle and blamed the then Government
for a set of eircumstances which, as must
have Dbeen known, could not have been
avoided.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: And it has heen
on lhe hustings ever since.

Mr. Marshall: It cashed in on the de-
plorable condition that was the outcome of
the war.

Hon, J. T, TONKIN: Let us see how the
Government is shaping with regard te ils
plang for better educational facilities. Before
the Labour Government left office a plan
received Treasury approva] for the erection
of a school at Carnarvon.

The Minister for Lands: What a beauty!

Hon. J, 7. TONKIN: It was a beauty,
and it was in accordance with the Labour
Government’s idea of what sehools should
be throughout the State.

The Minister for Education: It differed
very litlle from the one at Carmamah.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: None was being
erected af Carnamah.

The Minister for Edueation: But it should
have been.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Had one heen
erocted there it would have been along the
same lines, that schoo} representing the stan-
dard that the Labour Government believed
was the correct standard. The Minister talks
about bringing edueation in the eountry dis-
trieis into line with that in the city. Has
he seen the school at East Perth? Would
he say that the proposed school at Carnar-
von was to he an improvement on the school
al. East Perth? Of course, he could not.
There was an instanee where the previous
Government was giving to the couniry m
one area—the North-West section—a school
eomparable with & school in the metro-
politan area, but what has this Government
done about it? It has slashed it in half and
has cut out from that school facilities for
mannal training, for metal work and for
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penera] seience. All those extra facilities
that are required for country children, and
which the department usually finds difficulty
in providing, have been taken from that
school even though Treasury approval had
heen given for the expenditure, and now it
is to he a school very much below the stan-
dard that was previously proposed.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: It is almost un-
helievable. y

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In the final analysis
we get this, that the change of Government
cost the people of the North-West sub-
stantial educationgl faeilities. That is what
it means, in cold fact. The school that they
will now zet will be about half as good as
that which they would have got had therc
been no change of Government.

Mr. Marshall: God knows the people up
there deserve every encouragement,

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Every school that
the previons Government built had the most
modern facilities. Some of them, completed
by the previous Governmen$, have been
opened hy the present Government, and so
it must know what class of school they are.
Take, for instance, that at Lord-street, the
Co-educational Technical] High School.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Chief Secre-
tary is interested in this, is he notf

Hon. J. T. TONEIN: Very much so, I
would think. There was to be nothing pro-
vided at Carnarvon that is not provided at
this schoel, or provided in the plaps.

The Minister for Lands: Would the at-
tendances be the same?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Of course the at-
tendance at 'Carnarvon would mnot have
been the same.

Hon. A. A, M. Coverley: That interjection
comes from a Minister with North-West ex-
perience,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the criterion is
to be that the standard of scheol must de-
pend on the number of children in attend-
ance—

Mr, Leslie: Was not that your argument
to begin with? -

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: —then God help
the children in country districts.

Mr. Leslie: Was not that your argument?
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Hon, J. T. TONKIN: No. I said it was
impossible to provide the children in country
distriets with the same standard as can he
provided in the towns, and I repeat that. Tt
is impossible, but in certain places in the
country it will be possible to establish
schooly comparable with city schools, and
to encourage children from country dis-
triets to attend those schools. That was
the proposal for the North-West, to ob-
viate the necessity of children from out-
lying areas having to eome to the metro-
politan area, and to give them at that
centre a school with faeilities eomparable
with those to be found in the city. But
instead of allowing that position to remain,
this Government took steps fo make such
a thing impossible, and instead of provid-
ing for the children in the country a stan-
dard comparable with fhat in the eity, it
did the opposite.

T understand that an attempt was made
to do the same thing at Collie. How far
that iz the trnth I am not in a position
to say, but T understand that the Govern-
ment mave serious consideration.{o amend-
ing the plans for the TCollie school in the
same way as it amended the plans for the
Carnarvon school. Probably the pressure
from Collie was so great, when the idea
became known, that the Government—
being very sensitive to public opinion—
very quickly climbed down and did not
slash those plans.  The Minister knows
whether sneh an attempt was made, but
I do not know.

The Minister for Lands: You seem to
know. .

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I heard that it
was thought about, but naturally T am not
in a position to prove it. As is the case
with many other things, we have strong
suspicions of what has taken place, owing
to certain developments, but eannot go be-
yond that.

Mr. Styants: They eould do without
bananas, hut not withont coal.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Having regard to
what happened at Carnarvon, and taking
a line on the interjections from the Minis-
ter for Lands, it is not beyond the bounds
of possimlity that some such action at
Collie was contemplated. It wonld have
been a scandalons thing, and it will be a
seandalous thing if in future the Govern-
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ment proposes to deny to country distriets '

anywhere faeilities for domestic Seience
training, for woodwork, metal work, general
scienee, visnal education and so on. Those
things must be provided in the towns and
are being provided, and I say they must
he provided in the country also.

Hon, A. R. G. Hawke: 'There are cob-
webs all over the domestic science centre
at the Northam High School.

Mr. Marshall: I wonder what the Coun-
try Women’s Association will have to say
about it all?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is trpe that some
things have been done—

Mr. Marshall: There is too mueh in the
way of sehools at Pinjarra, for a start.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That was done by
the previous Government, although the Pre-
mier did not seem to know at the time or at
any rate before the clection. I can recall
that when it was announced a few days be-
fore the election that expenditure was con-
templated at South Perth and Middle Swan,
the Premier made a statement that there
should be some priority list for buildings
and that it should be adhered to so as to
prevent anything of that sort happening.
I believe the Premier thonght the Govern-
ment had seleeted those places af the time to
make the announcement, hoping to influence
the election. Now he has heard his own
Minister say tonight, “and perhaps will bé
convinced on the point, that it is not possible
to have a priority list to which there could
be complete adherence,

As the Minister for Education stated,
conditions change from time to time. A
sehool that might be well down on the list
today beeause there are places where the
accommodation difficulty is mueh more acute,
might, within a day or two, have to be placed
at the top of the list hecause of a sudden in-
flux of children or some ofher cireumstances
that would entirely alter the picture. That
sort of thing goes on from week to week.
During the course of the election and within
a few days of the poll, the Labour Qovern-
ment also announced that substantial addi-
tions were to be made to the Busselton school.
That was in an electorate where the Gov-
ernment had no hope of winning, yet it
did nol hesitate to make the announeement.

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: We will win Sussex
next time! .
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Mr. Rodoreda: That is a moral certainty.

Hon, J. ®. TONKIN: Although the then
Government had no hope of winning that
seat, that did not prevent it from announcing
the expenditure because the provision of
that accommodation had been long delayed
owing to the inabhility to provide the
materials to enable the work to be done. The
delay in providing accommodation was also
responsible for deferring the scheme for
consolidation in the Busselton area.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: We will be able
to win the Sussex seat next on the banking
issue!

Hon, A. H. Panton:
’Sussex is blushing now!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Government
was anxious to provide the additions for the
Busselton school and, even on the very eve
of the election, did not hesitate to make the
anpnouncement when it saw its way clear to
have the work done and the expenditure in-
curred.

The Minister for Lands: That is why
Bullsbrook missed out!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: There are many
places that must miss out over the years.
Chickens have a habit of coming home fo
rpost—

Hon. A. H. Panton: If the foxes do not
get them!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: In a year or two—
sooner or later—the present Government will
have to go on the hustings again, and no
doubi there will be a few of these places
missing, and the Government will be told
about them. Make no error about it; they
will be there!

The Minister for Lands: Then why worry
ghout them now?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Take the school at
Big Bell, where the children have been
aceommodnted in disused shops, which they
accupied for six weeks while the previous
Government was in power and for six months
under the present Government—and they
are still there. The Minister says that he
hopes they will not be there very much
longer. T shall venture a guess that they will
still be there at Christmas time, The use of
those shops was wheleheartedly condemned
by the loeal authority. If that is so, why
does the Government leave the children
there? The Government cannot help it, any
more than the previous Government counld

The member for
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help it. That is the position the Government
will find itself in next year, and the year
after, with regard to accommodation for
schools. If the Minister provides a new
school at Carnamah, and I agree that that
eourse is necessary, it means that some other
place has to do without one until there is nn
opportunity to make the additional provi-
sion. That position cannot be altered, unless
the Minister for Works should arouse himself
and take the matter in hand. .

Mr. Marshall: He does not look like it
just now. He hog gone into a tranec.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: 1 shall read some
extraets and if he is not awake to them now,
he ean peruse them in “Hansard” later on.
A deputation waited on the Minister from
the Teachers’ Union and presented the fol-
lowing resolution:—

That all achools near existing sewerage
systemsg be connceted with them and that
where such systems are unavailable, seientific
sanitary systems be installed; that better
washing faeilities, more adequate shelter
sheds, fly-proof lunelh rooms with tables for
ehildren’s lunches, and bieyele sheds be pro-
vided at all scheols.

The promises made by the Government led
these people to be hopeful that these re-
quirements would he provided. That was
the reason why the deputation from the
Teachers' Union waited upon the Minister
for Works. Here is the Minister’s reply—
The position at present was difficult owing
to the shortage of labour and equally cssen-
tial the shortagc of materials. Iun the metro-
pelitan area 75 per cent. of the achools were
econnerted with the sewerage system.

That was done by the previous Government,
which was said to be surrounded with
muddie,

Mr. Marshall:
him! ‘

Hon, J. T. TONKIN:
on to =ay—

The architects’ department was fully alive
for the meed of satisfactory sanitation and
had, under trying circumstances, been doing
its heat to make good the deficiencies. The
possibility of ehemical installations would he
investigated. He assumed the deputation did
not expect that everything the resolution
asked for could bhe tackled at once. If an
erection containing shelter shed, fly-proof
lunch room and bicyecle shed under one roof,
could be contrived, he thought that should
meet the nced.

They seem to have stung

The Minister went

This is the gem—

Unfortunately despite efforts made during
recent years, the accumulation added to by

* means has been fully produetive.
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the depression and since by the war, had
piled up comsiderably and could cnly be over-
taken bit by bit. He feared that in the next
year or two little could be done; but what
little could be done would not be neglected.

We hope not!

The Minister for Works: I think you had
better go back over it again.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: No, the Minister

can read about it in “Hansard.”

Hon. A. H. Panton: The Minister listens
better with his cyes shut!

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Prior to the election,
and at a time when “The West Australian™
was still in a reasonable state of mind and
betore it went full-ont as a partizan in op-
position to the Government, a leading artiele
was published on the 23rd Januavry, in which
the following appesred—

There remains, however, the problem of
gradually giving cffect to all these aspirn-
tions. It ig easy to point out the deficiencics
of State education in Australia, particularly
in Western Australin with its enormous area
and small popuhtmn, hnt the eritica do not
always bear in mind that simece the turm of
the century, this young country has been in-
volved in two World Wars and 2 depression,
end has earried ont an enormous amount of
developmental work, not all of which by any
Every
State Trensurer would willingly spend more
moncy on cducation if it were available.

That is a true statement of the position.

%Phg West Australinn” drow attention to the

faet that this eountry, with its wide open
spaces, and big problems, had been through
two wars and a depression, and it was to
be expected that there would be a consider-
ahle lag in the provision of eduecational
facilities, Of ecourse, it would have been
reasonnble had the members of the present
Government admitted this on the hustings
and endeavoured to gain the support of the
people by telling the truth, but instead of
that they blamed this State, said the situa-
tion was not the same in other States and
that the position here was solely due to
the ineptitude of the previous Government,
The Minister for Education has been travel-
ling about the State eontinnally referring
to the lack of aecommodation which he finds,
and he said more than orice that he bad no
idea conditions were so bad. He could not
have travetled about beforchand without hav-
ing any idea. A little thought must have
forced him to the conclusion that the situa-
tion could not be otherwise, because it was
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possible to find a comparable sitnation, not
enly in every other State of Australia, but
alse in America and Great Britain.

The other evenming there was present In
this Chamber a young lady who works for
a firm in California, the principal of which
i the chairman of a local sehool hoard. See-
ing the opportunity of getting first hand in-
tormation about the educational faeilities in
California, I questioned her as to whether
there was any difficulty about staffing the
schools or getting sufficieni sehools fo ac-
commodate the children, Her answer was
somewhat along these lines, “Because of the
acnte shortage of acecommodation, it was
necessary to adopt a rostering system so
that one group of children attended school
during the early part of the day and used
the building and, when they vacated it, an-
other group of children came in and used
the building for the rest of the day,

making one building serve the needs
of two, [Farther, that all sorts of
persons had been pressed into service

to do the teaching and, becanse of that, the
standard of the teachers was not as high
as it had beon previously or as high as it
should be.”

Is not that the story of every other
country? It is the stary of Great Brifain
where a lack of buildings and a shorfage of
teachers have made it necessary to adopt all
sorts of makeshifts. We did that here in
eortain distriets. In certain parts of Fre-
mantle we had to disperse the children from
the Fremantle Boys’ School and the Princess
May School and uiilise ecxtain rooms in the
sthovls of ‘the outer suburbs in order thai
all the children eould be taught for the fall
time. That is a situaticn which will he with
us for some time.

It would take gigantic efforts on the part
of everybody to effect sufficient improvement
to be able to say within two or three years
that we eould reach a situation where we
would not have this zcute diffienlty. The
Minister, no doubt, is. anxious to put into
aperation as quickly as possible the Aet pro-
viding for the extension of the school-leaving
age to 15 years. T have no doubi that he
has explored the possibility of this already
and will do his hest to put it into operation
as soon as possible, but he must know that,
as soon as he does so, he will accentuate the
aerommodation diffieulties in certain places
and therefore impose a still greater strain
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upon the resources of the State to build the
necessary schools to provide adequately for
the children.

I, too, congratulate the officers of the
department, 1 say there was no muddle
befere. The officers who arg there now are
the game ofticers and are doing the same good
job as they were doing then, struggling man-
fully to overcome the various shortages eon-
fronting them.

Teachers selected for the instruetion of

‘Rubella chiklrven are, as must be expeeted,

of outstanding quality and are getting re-
snlts, This is very gistifying, not only to
the people of the State generally, but also
to the parents of the unfortunate ehildren,
beeanse these parents now have hopes that
their children will be edueated, whereas proe-
viously they thought there was little possi-
bility of that oecurring. The weck before
last T was fortunate enough to meet one of
the parents who was taking a Rubella child
home from school. 1 asked whether she was
satisfied with the progress that the child
haa made. The child was equipped with one
of the hearing aids. She replied that she
was more than satisfied and was nstonished
that the child in such a short time shonld
learn ag much it had done. That is typieal
of the general progress of these children
because of the excellent work being per-
formed by the teachers who have been
specially selected for the job.

1 am glad that the Government has pro-
vided additional funds for an extension of
visual education, which is one of the most
important branches of the system. The Min-
ister referred to the faet that {his year an
opportunity had been afforded for members
to view some of the films that had been made.
Unfortunately, the Minister’s arrangemonts
were surh as to preclude the possibility of
any member from this side of the Chamber
atlending. We were scmewhat upset at the
lime heeause many muembers were anxious to
sec the films.

The Minister for Edueation: We shall pro-
vide another epportunity and give you plenty
of time.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We were dis-
appointed at the iime beeause it was not
possible for any of us to be present. Al-
thongh I myself had had previous oppor-
tunities and was fully aware of the work
being dene, other members on this side of
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the Chamber not so fortunate would have
gladiy availed themselves of the opportunity
to sce demonslrated the work of such an
excellent character.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: One of the mem-
bers on thig side played a leading role in
one of the films.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: This is one section
of the department that must develop if edu-
.cational progress here is to keep pace with
the progress being made elsewhere, but this
is one of the directions in which the Min-
ister will find it extremely difficult to pro-
vide for country children a standard com-
parable with that of the eity, because, whilst
it is economically possible to equip a room
for the use of some hundreds of children, it
is an entirely different proposition whery
there are only seven or eight children in at-
tendanee. That illustration will, I think, lend
point to what I said esrlier about the im-
possibility of achieving the poliey that the
Minister enurnciated at Wongan Hills. I
look forward fo the big advancement of
‘Western Australia, because our people are
indeed education-minded. It is remarkable
in these days to find that even people on a
very low rung of the economic ladder are
prepared to sacrifice themselves to edueate
their children.

I know of many instances where parents
have left districts in which they have been
residing for years. They left their homes
in order to move elsewhere to provide the
best educational facilities for their children.
This seems to be so abroad, too. I have
had brought under my notice many times
in recent months instances of applications
by peaple in Great Britain who are anzious
to emigrate to Australia for the piirpose of
providing opportunities for their children.
They say that they are well on in years and
it does not matter much as far as they are
eoncerned, but they do want o provide a
future for their children and so are looking
to Australiz and particularly Western Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Marshall: We have one in the Mines
Department now.

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: 1t is & good thing
to see people looking to this State in the
belicf that educational facilities of a high
standard are available to their children here.
I hope the Government will find it possible
to do mueh more than iz proposed in this
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Budget, which I nofice does not give any
bigger increase over last year’s expenditure
than the last expenditure did over the pre-
vious year’s, Comsequently, the (Glovernment
is not moving forward any faster so far, at
all events. Plans are well developed for a
high school edueation . for the various
branches of primary education and I have
no reason to believe that they will not be
carried out and possibly further developed.
The Minister has made it obvious that he
is devoting to his job an energy and capa-
city which auger well for the development
of the department, with the same officers who
were there under the previous Government.
There was no muddle then, There is no
muddle now and, as the physieal difficulties
are overcome, so will we find it possible to
give our children a standard of education
which will be at least equal to that of the
other States, if not better.

I hope the Premier will not place too
much faith in the getting of money from
the Commonwealth to provide for large ex-
tensions of education. If we are fortunate
enough to get that money, well and good;
but let us plan on the assumption that we
will not get it, beecause I think the odds are
very much against it. From time to time
the Edueation Ministers of various States
have made strong requests to the Common-
wealth for substantial education aid as a
straight-out grant. At one conference which
T attended a resolution was carried that the
Commonwealth be asked for £10,000,000
annually, but the Commonwealth did not
then agree and has not yet agreed. There
is no reason why the Government should
not keep trying, because if it ecould get the
money it would be very handy, but the
Government should not depend on getting
it. The Government should plan in the
hapa that from our own rescurces we shall
be able to find sufficient to do what we ought
to do. In my opinion, despite the import-
ance of many other departments, education
is fundamental. It is the basis of most of
our schemes,

Without a decent edueational system we
must be weak in defence, for example. One
of the strongest arms of defence is the Air
Force. What sort of pilots could we pro-
vide for the Air Force if we did not have
material of a high cdncational standard to
train 9 During the last war we had to look
to the high school boys to provide the per-
sonne] of the various aireraft and it was
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remarkable how those chosen from this State
compared with those recruited in the other
States. When we have regard to the edu-
cational qualifications of those selected we
stood out very well—

Mr. Bovell: They were second to none.
T can assure you of that.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Proving that.our
educational system was at least equal to the
systems elsewhere, - Whilst we do not elaim
that it is all it ought to be—there is room
for vast improvement—we need not be
ashamed of it.

I ask members to cast about in fheir
minds to see what men are oteupying the top
jobs in Australia to-day. They will find that
a large npumber of them are from
Western Australia, Many of them occupy
top jobs in the Commonwealth today;
they were taken from the various depart-
ments of this Staté and they received all
their education here. Teo mention a few who
come readily fo mind: Dr. Coombs in the
Department of Reconstruetion; the -Assistant
Director of the Commonwealth Department
of Education, dMr. Robertson, who was the
Senior Inspector in the Eduncation Depari.
ment here; more recently, Dr, Teakle, who
left the Department of Agriculture and
went to the University of Queensland; and
still more recently, Mr. Millington of our
Department of Agriculture, who has taken
over a job in South Australia. There are
tmany more such officers who, in open com-
petition with persons in the other States,
were able to secure these appoinments, prov.
ing that our cdueational system must be
providing the necessary facilities. So it is
quite wrong to say that during the years of
office of Labour Governments in this State
the Edueation Department was in a muddle.

MR. ACKLAND (Irwin-Moore) [10.18]:
I think that most members present, and T
know that all members who come from
country electorates, will agree with me when
I say there is no more vital subject in
eountry distriets than edueation. When on
the hustings at the last election I fought my
campaign on three subjects, one of which was
education. Since I have been in Parliament
no job has occopied my time more than
that of education. Qver a fortnight ago it
was my misfortune, possibly, to have to
follow the member for North-East Fre-
mantle in speaking to a Bill. On that oc-
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casion I believe I was more fitted to follow
him than I am on this, because then I was
dealing with a subject abont which I elaim
to know quite a lot. If I did mot, it would
be to my diseredit. Tonight I am following
the hon. member purely as a resident
of a country district and I am following n
man who has had a great deal of experience
in the Education Department. When speak-
ing on the last occasion, I started my address
with some heat and accused the hon. member
of being one of three things. I am not going
to start in that way tonight. I am sOrry
that l':here should have been necessity on that
occasion,

Han, J. B. Sleeman: You are sorryI you
said it. -

_ Mr. ACKLAND: I am sorry for the neces-

sity of having to make them. I think he wa«
extremely illogical in many of the things
that he put before us. He misinterpreted
them on several occasions. One of the com-
plaints that the hon. member had to make
about the Minister for Education was with
veference to a school that I think is at Biu
Bell; at any rate, it is in one of the gold-
mining districts. The number of schoal
children had inereased very quickly. Tonight
I want do talk about cobditions in the
Irwin-Moore electorate, where the popu-
lation has been growing very slowly indeed:
where setilement, in some instances, took
place during the last century, and some of
1t a5 late as during the last 15 to 20 years.
I believe I was returned to this House to g
very great extent on the conditions of edu-
cation in that electorate, So bad were they
that one of the first things I did was to try,
suceessfully, to persunde the' Minister for
Education to see things for himself just as
they were,

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How many new
schools did you get gut of that?

Mr. ACKLAND: I will tell the hon.
member before I sit down.

Hon, J. T. Tonkin: And you will be in
much the same position next time, too.

Mr. ACKLAND: T believe the idea which,
I think, came fromn the member for North-
East Fremantle, of undertaking a policy of
consolidateq schools, has much to commend
it; but the way in which it was introdaced,
and the haste ‘'with which it was put into
effect, have resulted in nothing but eonfusion
in all the schools I know, I have instances
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where schools were already overcrowded and
bus services were inaugurated without any
apparent notice being taken of the condi-
tions that existed, The result is that we
have children being taught under impossible
conditions, both for them and for the school-
teachers as well

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: If the policy was
wrong, why has it not been reversed?

Mr. ACKLAND: It has.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: No, it has not.

Mr. ACKLAXD: I think I ean give proof
of that hefore I sit down. It certainly has
been postponed in instances,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Can you tell me of
one bus that has been taken off?

Alr. ACKLAND: I was partienlarly care-
fu} not to interjeet when the hon. member
was speaking, though there was plenty of
opportunity for me to do se. I hope he will
show me the same courtesy that I extended
to him. We have one instance where the
parents in one of the newly-settled distriets
themselves built a shed which was used as
a school. It was adequate for the children
adjoining that siding. Then the bus ser-
vice was inangurated and the building was
no longer adequate, and the children had te
move into the hall. When the Minister and
I visited them on what was not a partieu-
larly wintry day, and a public meeting was
held, we were all wrapped mp in overeoats
and, in some insiances, women brought
travelling rugs to keep warm enough te
listen to what was satd by the Minister. The
children attending the school were working
under those conditions, Tenders were ealled
for the erection of n school at that centre.
So far, only one has been received and il
was so high that it was just double the
amount a Teasonable tender should he. 1
have called upon the smaller contractors of
Perth in an effort to get someone to build
there, but they are not interested. I think L
can give a reason for that hefore I sit down.
Then we had two eentres where the schools
wore overerowded; namely, Wongan Hills
and Ballidu. Bus serviees were run to both
those schools.

Today at Wongan Hills we find the school
establishments extended over a quarter of
# mile, the children being in the school and
in any other building that can be leased.
There is a head teacher with two girl teach-
ers, one of whom T believe is only a monitor.
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The same thing exactly is happening at
Ballidu. We ean go through the 19 schools in
that area and find that in most instances—
though those are the three most glaring eases
—the same sort of eonditions exist. 1 under-
stand from the Minister—indeed, I know it
is a faet—that in one instance he will not
allow a bus serviee to operate—that is at a
place called Miling—until some provisions
for reasonable and proper school aceommo-
dation can be made. The idea of consolidat-
ing schools is quite good. It is far better
for school children to be brought together
s0 that they can have a greater number of
teachers, and teachers who are speeialists in
their own subjects; but the way in which
this wos done prior fo the present Govern-
ment coming into office was all wrong, and
it has resulted in nothing but chaos. T was
asked just now whether anything had been
done by the present Government to relieve
the position.

Hon. I. T. Tonkin: No; to reverse the
position.

Mr. ACKLAND: 1t has been done. In
three centres already temporary accommoda-
tion has been made available, inasmuch ax
sthool buildings that have been standing idle
and were bhecoming dilapidated through lack
of use have been transferred to provide
schoolrooms, so that the children ean have
better facilities.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I do not want to keep
interjeeting, but what I would like you to
tell me is whether any bus service I inaugu-
rated has been discontinued by this Govern-
ment.

Mr. ACKELAND: In my distriet, no. T
do neot know what has happened anywhere
else. .

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: That is the test.

Mr. ACKLAND: That is not the test,

‘for lhe simple reason that those schools

had already been dismantled and the child-
ren taken from them could not be sent back
there. It is a physical impossibility, be-
eause the schools are no longer there. The
children have to be given some eduention,
and facilities will be provided, and are being
provided, as Y have mentioned. While T am
speaking of bus services, I would like to ask
the Minister to give consideration to making
the remuneration of bus eontractors more in
keeping with the work they are trying to
undertake. I understang that except in one
or two instancez the maximwumn amount paid
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has heen 1s. 3d. per mile. In several in-
stances of which I have personal knowledge
these men are beginning to realise that it is
quite impossible for them to earry on and
use the sort of bus that it is rightly being in-
sisted on by the department must be used, to
Iake the cbildren to seheol. Some competent
hody—not necessarily one outside the Edn-
cation Department—which eould co-opt
further information if necessary, should be
ippointed to go info the cost of these buses,
their maintenances a sinking fund and a rea-
sonable living wage for the man who
aperates them, to find out the eorrect sun
to be paid so that the job ean be done effec-
tively.

Another matter to whieh I wish to refer
is one that has given me a great deal of
worty for a considerable time, and that is
the gquestion of Communism coming into the
education of this State. I believe that at
the University there is a distinet trend to-
wards Communism. Our teachers when go-
ing through that instifution, and I believe
the Training College too, come under a defi-
itite influence which has a hearing towards
dislovalty to the Crown, We sce quite a lot
of it in the young teachers in the country
districts. Theirs is not a good influence on
the children. There should be a tightening
up of the euwrriculum by which the teachers
would be foreed to give lessons having a
bearing on the Empire and Anstralia.- In
the city there is a secondary school—there
may he others—at which, each morning at
assembly, the children before marching inte
their class-rooms stand at attention while the
the Australian flag is run to the head of the
flag-staff. It may be suggested that that is &
lot of flag-wagging. To me it is a matter of
extreme importance. It encourages the
childven to oxpress their loyvalty both to
Australia and the Empire.

The Minister has, over and over again,
said that he intends while administering the
portfolio of FEdneation to put first thing=
first. T helieve he ig conscientinusly doing
that. He is first dealing with the schools
most urgently in need of attention. When
they are denlt with T believe he wil! go on
with the huilding of eonsolidated schools,
and then the establishment of junior and
high schoolz,  Tf that is his ohjeelive, it has
my unqualified support. We ean see in-
stanees of such a programme heing adopted
in the countryv todax. T helieve that with

81}
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lhe erection of junior and high schools in
the country distriets the local people will be
move than willing to assist the department
in providing hostels for the children during
the school days of the week. It would be
a good thing for the children of sixth
standard and upwards to be kept in such
living conditions whilst at school. I have
a great admiration for what the Minister
has accomplished during the few months he
has been in officc. In my clectorate he found
a tremendous amount of confusion.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I think you will be
a earporal in ho time!

Mr. ACKLAND: I think so. That eon-
fusion was brought cbout almost entirely
by rommencing the consolidation before we
were ready for it; there were no buildings
to accommodate the children. I also pay a

.tribute to the secretary of the department.

He is the only Edueation Department offieial
in Perth with whom T have come in contaet.
1 have worried him considerably daring the
last six or seven months, and have at all
times found him partieularly helpful. For
the teachers in my electorate, T have nothing
but sympathy. They are trying to do a job
under most appalling eonditions.

Progress reported.

i

BILL—OPTOMETRISTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

In Commitlee.

Mr. Perking in the Chair; the Honorary
Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 4—agreed to.
Clauge 5—Amendment of Section 32

Hon. A. H. PANTON: In speaking to the
second reading of this Bill I was somewhat
eritical. The Bill is an outstanding example
of the need for a ful] explanation of whot
it proposes to do being given by the Min-
ister. On the face of it Clause 5 means that
after a university student passes his first and
second years, and is in his third or fourth
vear he ean then enfer an optometrist’s
premizes and do certain work under the
sapervision of a registered optometrist.
There is nothing in the Bill or the Aet to
piovide how he shall be paid, how long he
shall hg there, or when he shall hecome
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registered a5 an optometrist. I do not blame
the Honorary Minister, as she gave the House
all the information she had. My complaint
is that she was not piven the information
that should bave been made available to
her.

I placed an amendment on the notiee
paper, but since then I have diseussed the
mutter with Professor Currie, of the Uni-
versity, who I think instigated the proposal
that there should be optometry classes at
the University. He assures me that the
proposal is that students studying opto-
metry, after passing the second year, can
be admitted to an optometrist’s premises and
under a registered optometrist do at least
15 hours per week, while also doing about
15 hours per week at the University. Tn
that way they will get both technical and
practical training over four years. 1f my
amendment were carried it would mean the
end of the University course, berause thev
wonld only have done the two years and my
amendment provided for at least 12 months
so that they would then automatically be-
come registered. I am informed by Pro-
fessor Currie that there is contained in regu-
lations—which may not yet have been
printed—provision that after they have had
at least 15 hourg per week at the University
and 13 honys per week under a registered
optometrist over the period, at the end of
four years they will antomatically become
registered. Tp view of that, I have nothing
further to say about the Bill as presented
by the Honorary Minister.

Clause put and passed.
Title---agreed to.

il reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Howse adjourned at 1045 pon.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.:10
p-m., and read prayers.

ASSBENT TO BILLS.

Messages from the Lieuf.-Governor re-
eeived and read notifying assent to the ful-
lowing Bills:—

1, Dentists Act Amendment.

2, Stipendiary Magistrates Aet Amend-
ment,
3, Coal Mine Workers
Amendment.
4, Public Service Act Amendment.
5, Crown BSuits.

G, Publie Trustee Aet Amendment,

{Pensions) A«t

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

1, Stallions Act Amendment.
2, Plant Diseases Aet Amendment (No.

1).
Tntroduced hy the Honorary Minister.

3, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act Amendment,

Farmers' Debts  Adjustment
Amendment (Continuance).
Municipnl Corporations Aect Amend-
mont (No. 2), (Hon, E, H. Gray in

chargee),
6, Rond Thstriets Aet Amendment (No.
9) (Hon. E. . Gray in charge}.
I gecived From the Assembly,

At



